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Source : FAO, Cereals Supply and demand balances for Sub- Saharan African Cantries, 2021.
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Source : : FAO, The State of Food Security and Nutrition in The World, 2020, PP 222- 223.
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its distinct approach and chronological
scope, this reference paper brings atten-
tion to seven significant developments
that can be used to guide both academic
work and applied efforts in this emerging
discipline. From the failure of develop-
ment programs and strategies attempted
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by many communities to the widening
gap between underdeveloped societies
and advanced countries, these modern
research trends in devel opment sociology
remain test subjects that aim to shed light
on the effective solutions to the equitable
development of poor communities.
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development that accompanies these
family experiences. The study highlights
the socioeconomic effects of the virus,
which manifest as the prevalence of food
security, economic anxiety, ageneral defi-
ciency of aternative sources of income
(causing socia strife), aswell aseffectson
public heath pandemic response prepa-
rations. In a related context, a study by
Mamelund, et a (2021) highlighted how
— in the absence of Covid-19 vaccines
in 2020 — governments were forced to
respond with non-medicinal measures and
anticipate how socioeconomic inequal-
ities would impact them. Relying on
Norwegian survey data, the study exam-
ines whether income is related to hand-
washing, one-meter social distancing,
mask-wearing, aswell aspublictransit and
household computer usage. All nonprofit
organizations analyzed in the study found
a positive association between income
and following government measures.
Indeed, the role of social disparities in
adopting national guidelines was found to
potentially be akey factor driving disease
risk for those in lower socioeconomic
standings.

Itislikely that the Covid-19 and post-
Covid-19 eras, as well as the new inter-
national system that they shape, are
opening varying paths of development
work, particularly in the field of devel-
opmental care. Maikomo, et a (2021)
suggest that avoiding contact and social
distancing spurred a maor change in
peopl€e’s patterns of interaction all around
the world. This placed virtua life center
stage as participation and meaningful
Interaction among people began to take

place online in both the public and private
spheres. Using the Technological Limita-
tion Theory, this study assessed how
digital life was adopted in Nigeria during
the pandemic, identifying factors that
both facilitated and hindered this process.
Using secondary data derived from rele-
vant book publications, official websites,
and social mediareports, the study showed
that, although Nigerian society quickly
switched to digital in place of physical
interaction, a range of systemic, struc-
tural, socioeconomic, and environmental
factors impeded the transition. These
factors are believed to have had serious
effects on both individual and national
developments. The study concludes that
effective digital transition in Nigeria
demands an all-inclusive approach that
addresses issues that hamper socioeco-
nomic development in the country, such
as endemic poverty, structural inequality,
classism, developmental disparity
between urban and rural areas, computer
and ICT literacy, poor electrical supply, an
inadequate system for global communica-
tion and internet access, as well as factors
related to gender, vulnerable populations
and online scams, which collectively
prevent an environment for productive
digitization from flourishing.

Conclusion

Thisreview of the most salient modern
and contemporary trends in develop-
ment sociology affirms that there are
distinct changes underway in develop-
mental work. These are direct responses
to emerging events and situations in the
current global community structure. With



five mortality, and maternal mortality)
over the past few years in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Using data from 46 Sub-Saharan
African countries gathered between 2000
and 2015, the study found that the most
important factors determining health
spending in the region are per capita GDP,
the number of doctors per 1000 citizens,
the percentage of the population over 65
years, and the mortality rate for children
under five. In all, health spending is not
elastic like income and does not increase
aongside GDP in richer countries. The
study also found that health costs posi-
tively influence all three health outcomes
stated above. In particular, a one percent
increase in per capita health spending has
led to a 0.5 percent decrease in mortality
of child under fiveaswell asa0.35 percent
decrease in maternal mortality, raising the
expected age by 0.06 percent. The find-
ings indicated that steady increases in
health spending over timeimprove private
medical service outcomes.

Nhapi (2019) explores the socia and
economic barriers to universal health
coverage in Zimbabwe for the elderly,
orphans, and vulnerable children.
Consulting available statistic evidence
and measuring development interven-
tions using a sociopolitical human rights
approach, this study focuses on the need
for social policies that look after the
poor, are socially inclusive, and ensure
that al receive access to health services.
The article recommends a community
health insurance approach as the best
means of guaranteeing universal health-
care and improving community health
In Zimbabwe. Meanwhile, a study by
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Androutsou and Metaxas (2019) exam-
Ines strategies designed to help healthcare
systemsin the European Union to respond
to the urgent medical needs of refugees
and migrants from legal, political, and
financial points of view. The study argues
that member states need improve the
health situation for refugees and migrants
while also strengthening their abilities to
advocate for these populations funda-
mental right to health.

As expected, the Covid-19 pandemic
has had a significant impact on sociology
and renewed callsfor asociology of health
and development. There is aneed to study
the epidemiological developments on
communities, particularly in developing
countries. Covid-19 represents more
than just a public health crisis because it
threatens the most vulnerable segments
of society, putting people’s lives and
livelihoods in danger. In this context,
several studies — such as one conducted
by Makombe (2021) — research the socio-
economic impact of the virus, the socia
pattern of detecting, and its influences.
Makombe's study analyzes institutional
and community responses to the virus,
tracing thelr impacts on high-density
residential areas. Using the case study
of Zimbabwe's capital, Harare, the study
ams to uncover how low-income house-
holds suffered from the virus in compar-
ison to their higher-income counterparts
in view of existing differences between
gender, healthcare access, and nutri-
tion. In addition, the study looks at the
varied impacts of the pandemic, aspects
of inequality of socioeconomic outcomes,
livelihoods, poverty reduction, and human
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data and seeif results are similar or differ.
Regardless, asthe Covid-19 pandemic has
revealed, those involved with community
development must adopt strategies of
digital assimilation to ensure that commu-
nities enter the digital age, adapt to it, and
flourish within it sustainably.

Health and Development Care
There is an urgent call for a sociology
of health and development that benefits
from perspectives of theoretical, concep-
tual, objective, and experiential develop-
ment to understand the drivers, results,
and processes of health and international
development (Noy 2019). The Sociology
of Global Health dates back two decades
and its traditional scope of research
covers organizations, social movements,
the socia structure of disease (Harris
and White 2019), prominent literature
on primary healthcare around the world,
reproductive health, widespread immuni-
zation programs, and auto-immune defi-
ciency syndrome (AIDS) (Jafflin 2019).
However, trends in health and develop-
mental care influence the development
agenda, MDGs, and SDGs, creating new
paths of research that revolve around
common issuesrelated to heathcare avail-
ability in developing countries. Some of
these problems include lack of funding
for public healthcare institutions, division
of services, increased spending abroad,
limited coverage of healthcare plans, and
links between poverty and poor health.
Methods are being established to ensure
that everyone receives good healthcare by
looking to the success of disease preven-
tion systems, provision of drinking water

and medical facilities, as well as the
active participation of the local commu-
nity. Thereisaso an emphasison political
economy to face policy challenges (Pineo
2019).

Some applied studies — such as
the one conducted by Prachitha, et a
(2019) — examine the extent to which
MDGs related to health and develop-
mental care in India have been achieved.
This relates particularly to reducing the
infant, childhood, and maternal mortality
rates, improving measles immunization
coverage, and increasing births over-
seen by skilled professionals. The study
analyzes the success rate of two periods.
the period before the National Human
Rights Commission existed and the period
between its establishment and 2015. A
comprehensive analysis of status indica-
torsin 2015 reveal sthat anumber of goals
still need to be achieved. Thus, the analyt-
ical issue explored is whether goals were
too out of reach or if Indian health policies
were flawed or overdue. The study’smain
conclusion is that the majority of goals
were achievable, but the lack of success
can be attributed to planning delays, poor
policy, and program implementation,
as well as economic, social, and polit-
ical disparities within the country. Better
organized and more innovative state-wide
approaches can be implemented to better
achieve MDGs, improving public health
for all.

Amponsah (2019) examines macro-
economic factors and basic social detri-
ments on medical costs and the impact
of health expenditure on three critical
health matters (life expectancy, under-



development, maintaining social links,
and improving quality of life in the
community. The study’s findings indi-
cated that government urban development
policies may need a clearer focus on ICT
and community empowerment.

The study by Ko, et a (2019) tries
to identify political structures of ICT
to strengthen digital development and
sustainability in rural communities. The
study compared digital literacy, the level
of economic vitality in the commu-
nity, and internet activities amongst
villages with ICT infrastructure and well-
equipped model communities. Digital
literacy was measured using a weighted
index of personal information and then
the community’s economic vitality was
measured based on annual income and
economic opportunities. In addition, three
types of community internet activities
were examined: media usage, internet
activity, and the extent of internet partic-
ipation in community issues. The find-
ings reveaed that ICT infrastructure had
improved digital literacy, strengthened
the local economy, and community activ-
ities. However, the study also unearthed
certain issues, such as deficiencies in
strengthening individuals' abilities to use
devices and computer programs as well
as a decrease in income to below-av-
erage levels among local farmers. A study
by Maima (2020) suggests that, with
the increasing privatization of farming
consultation services in developing
countries, there is a need for systematic
thinking about stimulating innovation.
The study affirms the need to embrace
digital development that is of interest to
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private companies that endeavor to incor-
porate varied techniques into the agricul-
tural sector, which will then be reflected
in local community development.

Karar (2020) investigates digital gaps
in Sub-Saharan Africa by looking at case
studies in Ghana and Kenya. While Karar
starts from the premise that digitization
creates new employment and revenue
opportunities, there are doubts and chal-
lenges to this hypothesis. The study finds
that digital gaps are an extension of global
inequality and the consequence of capi-
talist algorithms. The case studies refute
the World Banks argument that economic
liberalization and the elimination of regu-
latory controls are enough to ease access
to internet services in South Africa
The findings also point out that private-
ly-owned cell service providers can drive
up internet usage and fill the digital gap in
these communities. Meanwhile, a survey
undertaken by Gallardo, et al (2021) exam-
ines inclusion, digital equality, and the
implications on community devel opment
as it applies to households using anal-
ysis of variance (ANOVA). The study’s
findings highlighted different levels of
digital inclusion between communities,
differences in internet usage, as well as
the benefits among lower and higher age
groups. It also finds differences between
urban and rural areas, as a dtatistically
based digital equality scenario finds
varying levels of digital inclusion despite
the erasure of the rural-urban divide in
this area. This tacitly implies that there
are deeper and more complex issues at
play in inequality. Future studies must
gather nationally representative survey
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light on how households benefitted from
socia networks during environmental
migration, which helps one better under-
stand how social connections influence
migration decisions, options, and desti-
nation choices among those who will
be displaced because of future environ-
mental changes.

Field research undertaken by Fisher
and Talmage (2020) indicates how socia
capital helped predict the attitudes of the
groups studied. Those with high levels of
social capital tended to take more posi-
tive stances to these groups, showing
how social capital can help limit political
radicalization. A survey of 338 univer-
sity students was undertaken that asked
about students' views of social capital in
campuslife, aswell astheir political ideol-
ogies and attitudes towards liberals and
conservatives. Indeed, social capital was
found to positively predict liberals and
conservatives attitudes, who responded
differently to their beliefs about their
local communities, which may impact
the effectiveness of interventions. Utami
and Cramer’s (2020) study tests the rela-
tionship between political, social, and
human capital in facing climate change by
distributing authority, sound, and connec-
tivity in three rura villages in Java, Indo-
nesia. The study finds that rural commu-
nities with the most distributed energy
grid are likely to take initiative in mobi-
lizing efforts and resources needed to both
tackle climate change and adapt to it. The
binary logistic regression of the anal-
ysis reveals that social capital is a better
predictor of dynamics of political capita
than human capital.

Digital Development

Digital development is one of the most
important theoretical development trends
that has organically emerged in the field
of development work. It revolves around
existing digital transformations as well as
emerging technologies and their pivotal
roleinthefuture of digital development. It
focuses both on multidimensional synergy
between digital technologies and strategic
fields and social, economic, and political
fields. Digital development is considered
somewhat of a wager that can give coun-
tries the opportunity to expedite develop-
ment and unlock innovative solutions to
complex challenges faced by wide range
of sectors — such as health, education,
transportation, disaster risk management,
and agriculture — to build a better and
more sustainable future. Studies of this
development trend try to evaluate digital
progress made and identify gaps and
possible options for galvanizing digital
transformation to achieve sustainable
social development.

In this context, an exploratory study
by Khoir and Davison (2019) looks
into how the community of Kampoeng
Cyber in Indonesia benefits from Infor-
mation and Communication Technology
(ICT) to support social and community
development. For the study, researchers
conducted interviews with 13 community
members, gathered direct feedback about
the community, examined its website, and
looked at community members social
media accounts. A textual analysis of the
data revealed that ICT plays an important
role in helping members of the commu-
nity develop themselves via economic



tified from one category of co-produc-
tion to another. Overall, one can say that
there is still ambiguity — and insufficient
knowledge — amongst people, companies,
and the community as a whole about the
concept of corporate social responsibility,
its features, the extent of its devel opment,
its effectiveness, aswell as how to grow it
further and benefit fromit.

Social Capital

The developing trends in socia capital
are followed all over the world as a form
of socia credit that signify the value
and effectiveness of social relations and
the role that cooperation and confidence
plays in achieving development goals.
This is underscored by one group of
natural research management researchers
(Hidalgo, et a 2020) who conduct a study
of the roles played by socia capital in
the effective maintenance of community
projects. They examine how this dynamic
is shaped by individual characteristics
of active community members, their
socia capital, as well as the elements of
broader social-knowledge capital and the
potential for community empowerment.
Conducting a comparative case study of
two community ecotourism projects in
Ghana, the researchers use a multifaceted
approach that combined Lin's model of
social capital with Krishna sagency model
to identify and define legisative change
agents in society, and also evaluate their
dialogue structure and means by which
they are nominated (i.e., structural social
capital). The differences between commu-
nities, the way agents of changed are
organized, their different varieties, levels
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of participation, as well as their resource-
fulness and visions and perceptions of
socioecological situation revealed major
obstacles to mobilizing social capital, as
measured by trust and community cohe-
sion. A study by Anderson, et a (2018)
stresses the role of neighborhood associa-
tionsin generating social capital, strength-
ening community spirit, and increasing
participation in the city by examining six
areas of Omaha, Nebraska, encompassing
over 120 active neighborhood associa-
tions. The study finds that participation is
the first step towards building social and
political capital, and that these areas had
not fully utilized social capital in dividing
resources through various networks.

A study by Randell (2018) uses
semi-structured longitudinal data to
uncover the role of social capital in envi-
ronmental migration. Examining how
farmers who were displaced by the Belo
Monte Dam in the Brazilian Amazon
relied on connections with family and
close friends throughout their migration
journeys who helped them with every-
thing from planning to reestablishing
their livelihoods. The study reveals that
the majority of families used these strong
connections strategically, depending on
local social capital to help them to find
and purchase new property. Many of the
families studied migrated to areas that
others had sought refuge in based on the
friends and family that they had there.
Preserving these strong social connections
was a priority for households because it
eased the process of rebuilding their lives
and provided them with social, financial,
and emotional support. The study shed
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Social Responsibility

Social responsibility is an ethnica
development theory that supposes that
any entity — whether it be an organization
or individual — revolves around the inter-
ests of the community as awhole. In this
way, organizations and people commit to
socially responsible behavior to protect
the balance between the economy and
the environment, thus striking a balance
between material economic growth on
the one hand and community welfare and
environmental safety on the other. With
the wide interest in the topic of social
responsibility and its role in develop-
ment, companies have become increas-
ingly swayed by it and today face serious
socioeconomic challengesin their respec-
tive areas. In balancing their responsibil-
ities and interaction with the community,
companies generally set economic goals
as their first priorities, while fulfilling the
needs of society as a secondary objec-
tive. Hira (2020) holds that corporate
social responsibility revolves around
both national and international agree-
ments, whereby companies work with
international organizations in “mixed
regulations’ anchored in social responsi-
bility. Mixed systems are those that can
only be dissolved by having them reas-
sert a more active role in a developing
country. There are, thus, inherent contra-
dictions in the concepts of corporate
social responsibility and mixed systems,
as the missing variable for corporate
socia responsibility lies in developing
countries' capabilities.

A study by Rioux and Vaillancourt
(2020) emphasizes the importance of

gearing corporate social responsibility
towards socioeconomic development
through trade regulations to create a
socia charter that can help implement
an effective globa plan for managing
labor. The study explains the importance
of elevating the social aspect of corpo-
rate social responsibility to make it more
effective. Trade agreements can play a
part in this process and, by acknowl-
edging that corporate social responsibility
IS not regulatorily autonomous, it islikely
to become increasingly organized through
institutional means. In genera, Hira
(2020) points out the widespread failure
of corporate social responsibility regula-
tions that aim to address environmental
issues and international labor standards. A
study by Haslam (2020) looks into what
countries and companies from the devel-
oping world legislate to regulate public
policy, while also exploring the corporate
social responsibility practices. This study
has made two primary contributions: first,
by creating co-production categories of
corporate social responsibility, adding the
mediating terms like “delegate,” “inter-
mediary,” and “partnership” between the
two natural endpoints of “voluntary” and
“regulated.” Second, the study recom-
mends a framework for understanding
why governments choose a certain kind
of co-production regulation by focusing
on the interaction between two main
variables: “net enforcement cost” and
“the political importance of requesting
regulation.” The framework was tested
on co-production models of corporate
social responsibility in Argentina and
Peru, whereby paths of change wereiden-



participation and an inclusive approach
to development.

Other studies have examined the
participatory approach as well, showing
how local governments and community
stakeholders can be included to support
community planning and achieve inclu-
sive sustainable development objectives.
A study by Newell, et al (2020) explores
a participatory approach for designing
a model process for local community
systems that holds focus group meet-
ings with local governments and various
community stakeholders from Sguamish,
Canada. The goal of the meetings is to
discuss local issues and potential future
outcomes for the community. The feed-
back is then used to develop a model for
navigating paths to development across
different areas of density and community
imperatives, such as: access to amenities
and education, ability to walk and prom-
enade, as well as availability of food and
agricultural resources, public transporta-
tion, housing, and local labor. The partic-
ipatory approach to this kind of modeling
has severa benefits, such as aligning
concepts of standardized participatory
planning, identifying effective modeling
scopes, opening access to additional
sources of information, and building up
local socia capital. Similarly, Akbar, et
al (2020) stress the importance of partic-
Ipation-based planning that endeavors for
social inclusion, utilizing SDGs as the
basis for evaluation. Conducting an eval-
uation based on sustainable development
indicators and sets of criteria suggested
by researchers, the study examines the
nature of public participationinIndonesia,
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known locally as Musrenbang, in the
village of Deli Serdang. Findings showed
a lack of participation-based planning,
which hampers the achievement of SDGs.

For instance, a study by Tantoh, et
a (2020) looks into practical ways of
managing local water resources in north-
west Cameroon. Empirical data collected
from participatory learning and work
revealed low levels of community partic-
ipation and the small number of highly
centralized systems for managing natural
resources are the main cause of unsus-
tainable water management. One of the
main challenges of national resource
management is how to involve public
and private loca institutions and incen-
tivize them towards the effective poli-
cymaking needed assuage conflicts over
resource usage and good governance.
A study by Theodori (2018) ventures a
look at the restrictions that impede indi-
vidual participation. Theodori examines
the links between social connections and
concerted community-oriented behaviors
by drawing on public survey data from
a random sample group of individuas
living in 22 rural areasin Texasto test two
main hypotheses. First, whether social ties
are positively associated with commu-
nity-oriented behaviors, and second,
whether social connectivity is associated
with personal limitations to participation
in community-oriented behavior. Thefirst
hypothesis was widely supported, while
the second was only moderately backed.
The study ultimately recommended
exploring both hypotheses as a strategy
for increasing participation and achieving
development goals.
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achieving SDGs. This is accomplished
by applying more local efforts towards
helping indigenous communities over-
come oppressive barriers and attaining
fair sustainability.

I nclusive Development

The concept of “inclusive growth”
Is somewhat new in the political and
economic conversations of internationa
forums. Its emergence owes in part to
its inclusion into MDGs and SDGs and,
although the actual phrase is not explic-
itly mentioned in the literature, it isnearly
synonymous with the concept of partic-
ipatory development. Inclusive growth
traces back to the principle of community
participation in al development efforts
and is only achieved when it is felt by al
members of society. In thisway, inclusive
growth combines high levels of growth
with a social dimension that seeks not
only to spread the economic benefits of
growth and distribute them fairly, but to
encompass equal opportunity to partic-
ipate in creating growth. The term aso
includes a focus on equality of health,
human capital, clean environmental, socia
protection, and food security (Besatty, et a
2016). Suggesting that current methods
of community development support this
approach, astudy by Quimbo, et al (2019)
calls for developing community growth
plans through a contextual review and
qualitative meta-analysis of pilot studies
dealing approaches to community devel-
opment over the course of five decades of
research in the Philippines. The research
gathers 217 community development
studies carried out by students from Fili-

pino universities to show how there has
been a steady and continuous use of
participatory community approaches to
development work. This showed that
community education and the organiza-
tion of local communities are successful
grassroots strategies for development
intervention.

Examining available studies, Zanbar
(2018) contends that community inter-
vention enables populations with poor
social servicesto improve their situations
by becoming agents of change, imple-
menting, and carrying out social plans
themselves rather than being passive
welfare recipients. This allows people to
help themselves and their local commu-
nities and participate in activities that
strengthen their personal traits. Using
the multivariate analysis of covariance
(MANCOVA), the study compared seven
personal resources that are broken up in
the literature into personal skills (self-ef-
ficacy, self-respect, mastery, and self-mo-
tivation) and characteristics (flexibility,
well-being, and hope) among 200 active
and 200 inactive individual s from low-in-
come communities. The results showed
that the more active individuals had
higher levels of virtually all traits when
compared to their inactive counterparts.
Moreover, regression analyses point to
the major impact of years of activists
participation in community work and
the pivotal role that their personal traits
played in the process. This shows that
active community members personal
traits strengthen as a result of their work
with their local communities. The study
concludes by recommending increased



action between legislative procedures
used by dictatorships to justify destruc-
tion of the environment. By concentrating
analysis on the history of environmental
destruction in the North Bohemian coal
mining region of Czechoslovakia, evalu-
ating datafrom various sources (including
in-depth interviews with the local popu-
lation), reviewing official media articles,
as well as government archival sources,
the study finds that forms of interaction
(coercion, control, and consent) have
been used to exploit the environment
and legalize these processes. The authors
claim that the sacrifice zones that result
from these policies have formed a pivotal
component of production. A study by
Hooks, et a (2021) recommends refor-
mulating the “treadmills of production
and destruction,” which is the most
salient theory of environmental destruc-
tion. The study adoptsacritical pragmatic
position that focuses on the “Theory of
Generative Mechanisms,” which both
defines and restricts human interaction
with the environment. Utilizing a Marx-
Ist-Weberian approach alongside insights
from environmental sociology, the study
indicates that the powerful systems that
accumul ate capital and power to tame the
natural world as part of the production
process ultimately degrade the environ-
ment, suppressing and distorting infor-
mation about the environmental damage
that they cause.

To achieve fair sustainability,
Kumbamu (2018) stresses the impor-
tance of fostering social economies that
are sustainable and built on solidarity
within the broader political context of
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neoliberal globalization. This depends
on alternative development organizations
and networks working towards building
a fair and sustainable system grounded
in democratic values, inclusivity, reci-
procity, collaboration, and socio-environ-
mental sustainability. From a collective
impact perspective, Reece, and Gough
(2019) examine the effects of regional
planning for sustainability and justice as
a unigue model of collaborative gover-
nance, which is referred to in the study
as a type of “regionalism for collective
impact.” The researchers find that this
process has a beneficial impact on long-
term sustainability planning, justice,
and various community development
goals, but it is resource-heavy and can be
undermined by poor implementation and
planning.

Following theoretical discussions
and statistics about sustainable develop-
ment and addressing SDGs, Juan (2019)
suggestsdevel opingastate-led sustainable
development plan to gradually transition
towards a green economy. This functions
as a proactive measure against climate
change that, at the same time, achieves
development goals. Likewise, Suresh
(2021) explains that without considering
gender equality to this equation, most
public environmental policies will be
incomplete and could even further subju-
gate women. The relationship between
women and the environment in the global
south isapolitical matter that intertwines
with power relations, which operate on
various levels. Finaly, Renwick, et al
(2020) highlight the empowering role
that education programs can play in
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environmental justice. Researchers claim
that urban development in the global
south (such as the capital of Bangladesh,
Daka, as an example) requires social soli-
darity and sustainability in terms of impli-
cations for policies and planning (Ahmed
and Meenar 2018).

This stance begs several questions,
such as. are sustainability goals interde-
pendent? Conceptual discussions about
sustainability grounded in sociological
analysis confirms the interconnectedness
of social and environmental elements.
That said, traditional quantitative anal-
yses tend to estimate external, direct,
and indirect effects of the variations in
forecasting sustainability using certain
metrics. Clement, et a (2020) examine
the interna and mutually dependent
connection between three elements of
sustainability (the economy, fairness,
and the environment) using intersecting
models with common effects during a set
period of time. The study highlights that
Increasing economic disparity reduces
renewable energy consumption with
no evidence about reciprocal reactions,
showing that modern development may
hinder development goals by reinforcing
one another.

There is also a question about inter-
national social protection as a means of
achieving sustainable development. Is
the shift towards universal social protec-
tion and making international government
organizations (IGOs) a top priority just
talk or does it mean a more meaningful
focus on social welfare in the context
of development policy? Shriwise, et a
(2020) set out a theoretical framework

for understanding changes in interna
tional political rhetoric, comparing the
semi-structured official language of social
protection used by six main NGOs (Inter-
national Labour Organization, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, United Nations
Children’s Fund, United Nations Devel-
opment Program, World Bank, and the
World Health Organization), looking at
five dimensions of social protection (labor
market, hedth, family, housing, and
education) before presenting the plan to
the United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Plan for 2030. The study finds that,
at present, universal social protectionisan
influential political trend that shapes how
NGOs understand, act towards, and work
on social issuesto achievefair sustainable
development goals. Sociologists have
almost exclusively discussed the environ-
mental impacts of unsustainability and its
fairness in the context of extraction and
unequal exchange, the ecologica and
economic crises that communities are
subject to, and what will occur if thistype
of unsustainable and unjust development
continues (Gorman 2020). Gallert and
Ciccantell (2020) argue that development
policies will not be fair if the structural
imperatives of capitalist growth, unequal
power structures, and processes of long-
term change to international systems are
not first addressed.

Research by Shriver, et a (2020) has
shed light on the relationship between
production growth and the establishment
of “sacrifice zones’ in advanced capitalist
economies. The study draws on insights
from production theory and Gramsci’s
theory of hegemony to identify the inter-



they found beliefs about developmental
Idealism are common in internet search
queries about countries. This presents a
cohesive perception of national develop-
ment based on general qualities attributed
to the countries queried. The study
discovered apositive correlation between
feelings expressed in Google search
and queries about certain countries and
their positions in international devel-
opment rankings. People in different
locations always link positive character-
istics with countries ranked highly on
international indexes, while at the same
time linking negative perceptions with
countries ranked poorly. There is also a
positive correlation between the number
of queries about a specific country and
the country’s position on international
development indexes. These findings
show that the average person has deeply
internalized developmental idealism,
impacting their perceptions of countries
around the world.

In researching the spread of opinions,
values, and beliefs as they relate to the
developmental idealism model, Gjonga
and Thornton (2019) find that Albanians
have embraced developmental idealism
with ideas about development and devel-
opmental hierarchies like those of inter-
national elites. The vast mgority of Alba-
nians believe in developmenta idealism
based on the link between socioeconomic
development and family matters. They
view development both as the reason for
(and to a lesser extent the product of)
changes to the family unit. Thus, Alba-
nians support numerous aspects of devel-
opmental idealism, despite living in one
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of the most radical socialist countries in
the world that long tried to distance its
population from the outside world. In
studying the reliability and stability of
people’s values and beliefs about devel-
opmental idealism in Nepal, Thornton,
et a (2019) examine a series of cultura
plansthat comprise values and beliefs that
favor modern families and societies over
traditional ones. Just as modern families
are viewed as the drivers and products of
modern societies, the world is percelved
as dynamic and in the process of shifting
from traditional to modern. The findings
indicate that reliability is significant,
equaling (or nearly equaling) the standard
value of reliability and elements of belief
gleaned from American public surveys.
The study aso confirms the stability of
opinions about developmental idealism
between 2008 and 2011 when the study
was conducted.

Fair Sustainability

Sustainability efforts remain pivotal to
development. This includes the Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs)
adopted by the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly in September 2015 as
well as the 2030 Sustainability Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), which comprise 17
international objectivesthat risk diverting
attention and resourcesaway from national
development projects. These initiatives
still needtobetested outinseveral different
social development contexts (Kamau and
MacNaughton 2019). Using the concep-
tual lens of fair sustainability allows one
to better examine the normative and prag-
matic challenges to sustainability and
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Developmental Idealism
Developmental idealism relates to a
groupof valuesandbelief sabout soci o-eco-
nomic development and its causal connec-
tions to other aspects of the community.
Within the context of sustainable devel-
opment initiatives, certain aspects of the
community are identified as “modern,”
good-natured, and beneficial to develop-
ment. Meanwhile, other factorsarelabeled
as “traditional,” which are unwanted and
not beneficial to development. The theory
assumes that these modern aspects spread
initially from the elite class of Western
Europe to commoners. People are encour-
aged to adopt “modern” behaviors of
the elite class, as these are viewed as a
means of achieving a good life, as well
as socio-economic development (Allen-
dorf and Thornton 2019). Several articles
have helped the empirical study of devel-
opmental idealism in severa ways. This
includes a study by Watkins and Hodgson
(2019), which suggests that, athough
there is a widespread belief in develop-
mental idealism that modern family prac-
tices help foster a prosperous society, this
does not happen spontaneously, partic-
ularly in traditional societies. Indeed,
while most Kenyans — namely tradi-
tional traders — view large families and
high population rates as the signs of
wealth and prosperity, the Neo-Malthu-
sians believe that the continua rise in
fertility rates in the face of a sharp drop
in the mortality rate is a dangerous threat
to development in the Third World. By
virtue of the developmental idealism — as
well as increased access to education —
Kenyans are becoming aware that prog-

ress requires slower population growth
and lower fertility rates, which can be
achieved through modern means of birth
control. The study concludes that, while
developmental idealism has spread from
its Western origins to common people
around theworld, the process has not been
easy, inevitable, or cohesive.

A study by Jayakody (2019) asserts
that developmental idealism is a strong
cultural model that taps into the essence
of development. Jayakody describes how
to successfully implement developmental
idealism and the ways to make it desir-
able. The study aso explains how tele-
vision is the primary means to spread its
message to remote areas that were previ-
oudly isolated from the outside world,
overcoming traditional barriers, such as
language and illiteracy, and providing
live images of modern families and soci-
eties. The article uses qualitative data
from Vietnam to study everyday citi-
zens expectations about how television
has impacted their lives and presents an
investigation exploring what local resi-
dents expected from television while
developmental idealism spread, as well
as how the developmental idealism model
has truly entered people’s conscious-
ness before television arrived. Instead of
being exposed to new ideas about the
modern family and society from the tele-
vision, village populations aready had
these ideas.

Dorius and Swindle (2019) examine
developmental idealism by studying
general perceptions of nations and
development using internet search data.
Through their methodological analysis,



similar study, Levien (2021) carries out
anthropological field work in the Indian
state of Rajasthan, which he supplements
with an analysis of court decisions and
newspaper articles. His study observes
the rhetoric of coercive capitalism using
the concept “land mafias’ in reference
to the unofficial practices and corrup-
tion in land seizure, which has become
widespread and common throughout
India. These practices are not neces-
sarily connected to criminal organiza-
tions but are undertaken by segmented
coercive networks that straddle the line
between the public and private networks,
suggesting that the links between capi-
talism, coercion, and corruption should
be taken serioudly.

Developmental I ntegration

While developmental integration is a
form of development rhetoric, it stems
from underdevel oped nations that in need
integration. Economic disparity all over
the world must be minimized by inte-
grating and supporting developing coun-
tries, as this is the only way for these
nations to make gains that they could
not make on their own. El-Anis (2018)
study adds that the main goal of inte-
grating developing nations is to increase
economic well-being within their borders.
The second goal, athough less certain,
is to strengthen regional peace through
economic interdependence. To method-
ologically verify the validity of these
objectives, El-Anis examined 20 coun-
tries in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) between 1990 and 2014. This
study found that commercial institutions
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in the region are limited in terms of their
trade volume and, while there is a direct
positive relation between economic inte-
gration and peace in the region, it is very
limited. These results indicate that while
the conclusions reached by past studies
reveal apositivedirect correlation between
commercial ingtitutions (and economic
integration in general) and peace, it may
be less applicable in certain regions such
as MENA.

Ahmed and Munir (2019) look into
how lessons from developmental inte-
gration in the European Union (EU) can
benefit South Asia. Relying on research
into developmental integrationin Europe
from the 1950s until the United King-
dom’s decision to leave the EU in 2016,
the researchers use the Girler model
of economic integration to suggest a
path forward for economic coopera-
tion using the South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).
Although fully implementing the EU’s
model of economic integration seems
far-fetched for SAARC, this research
argues that supporting SAARC is an
appropriate way to continue the gradual
process of stimulating economic coop-
eration in South Asia. This could even-
tually lead not only to economic integra-
tion but to resolving political disputes.
In this same vein, Juan (2018) stresses
the importance of developmental inte-
gration. Drawing on lessons learned by
the EU and various integrative projects
in developing Latin America, he shows
the bases, dangers, and promises of
assimilation in the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN).
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foreign investors and local renters. While
this resulted in economic stagnation, it
increased the level of industry. The paper
notes that reproduction of adeeply rooted
autonomy cannot be taken for granted,
and that at certain stages of development
the state can become a hindrance on this
autonomy.

Coercive Development

Coercive development is a type
of development rhetoric that pertains
largely to the enactment of develop-
ment both voluntarily and involuntarily
(although history shows that the latter is
more common). In his 2019 study, Cohn
contends that coercive capitalism emerges
as a type of development based on the
use of force to seize property or labor.
Early sociologists believed — whether in
terms of function or conflict — that while
feudal systems relied on power, capi-
talism was grounded in coercion-free
markets. Wallerstein (2021), on the other
hand, posits that coercive capitalism can
be found in global systems, while Cohn
(2021) holds that coercion is rooted in
capitalism itself, as much of the land that
capitalist systems occupy had been seized
(such as the whole of the Western Hemi-
sphere) from native peoples. This kind
of land seizure was aso commonplace
throughout European history. Coercion
is used widely in land tenure in contem-
porary capitalism, taking the form of
anti-isolation legal sanctions or the usage
of paramilitary forces and thugs to intimi-
date the landowning poor.

Hristov (2021) cites the role of coer-
cive development in capitalist-sponsored

violence. Concentrating on agriculture
in Colombia, Mexico, and Honduras,
Hristov highlights how violence was used
to protect and increase the accumulation
of capital through the neoliberal devel-
opment projects in the era of globaliza-
tion. As an introduction to the theory of
pro-capitalist violence, the paper makes
two suggestions: The first suggests that
it is structural and emerges through its
positive interaction with economic and
security legislation. The second holds
that it is multifaceted if one traces its
various manifestations. An important
study by Steinberg (2021) highlights
the role of forced labor in the spread of
neoliberal capitalism in the global south,
where forced labor was pivotal to the
First Industrial Revolution, particularly
in Great Britain. This particular histor-
ical case forces us to rethink coercive
labor practices and laws throughout the
long arc of modern capitalism and the
process of developing our communities.
A study by Bylander and Green (2021)
maintain that capitalism has a coercive
element by detailing the consequences
of microfinance’s exclusionary power
and the impact of over-indebtedness
on land expropriation in Cambodia
The increasing number of Cambodians
from indebted families borrowing forces
them to reduce their food consumption
and take out new loans to pay old debts,
often resulting in the confiscation of their
land due to unpaid debts. The study was
undertaken through anthropological
field research accompanied by quantita-
tive data collected from socio-economic
surveys carried out in Cambodia. In a



ence of the “new China’ on the continent
through daily social interactions. This has
chipped away at the West's reputation as
Africa’'s primary development partner.
In terms of its impact on developing
(particularly African) nations, China's
new and complex development policies
are grounded in political, classist, ethnic,
and racial considerations, often serving
to worsen these social dynamics. These
dynamics reenforce the need to rethink
how to implement development frame-
works so that they function as transna-
tional fields of social practice.

In terms of the limits of develop-
mental pragmatism, Chorev (2019) calls
for a new “sociology of developmental
aid.” In his study, he asks Can foreign
aid help develop local industrial produc-
tion in poor countries? Studies present
many reasons to explain how foreign aid
is destined for failure. Anthropologists
highlight the exploitative nature of foreign
aid, while economic experts confirm that
international programs are ineffective.
This paper offers a sociological analysis
that identifies the precise conditions that
allow foreign aid to develop and improve
local manufacturing industries. A meth-
odological comparison of local pharma-
ceutical companies in Kenya, Tanzania,
and Uganda shows that foreign aid helped
develop this industry when three specific
resources were provided: markets, over-
sight, and direction. When donors were
prepared to buy local real estate, they
established markets, which gives local
project owners an incentive to create
different kinds of medicinethat the donors
can then purchase. When donors apply

Modern and Contemporary Trends in Development Sociology
Reference Paper

strict conditions for entering these kinds
of markets, they spur local producers to
improve the quality of ther products.
Finally, when donors provide direction,
they enable local producers to reach high
standards of quality. That said, foreign
support has certain structural constraints
and is subject to local circumstances.
Meanwhile, the state often functions as a
magor obstacle to aid’s effectiveness.

In a related context, a study by Fang
and Hung (2019) points to the theory of
“inherent independence,” which posits
that a developing country must maintain
a balance between independence and
“inherent independence” to be successful.
Their paper contends that this balance is
unstable and contingent upon the align-
ment of local, national, and international
factors. For instance, looking at the
state of local development in Dongguan,
China, we see how the international econ-
omy’s search for low-cost |abor, aswell as
the national government’s push for local,
centralized growth starting in the 1980s,
created a successful and autonomouslocal
state that was closely linked with foreign
investors and the local community. This
balance was achieved over two decades
after major economic growth.

Starting in 2006, however, centralized
governments and government sectors
began to shift their focus from economic
growth to industrial advancement. Mean-
while, the central government approved a
new base for bureaucratic rotation to keep
local employees for working too long in
the same place. With this new system,
Dongguan found itself captive to the
short-term private interests of traditional
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tion, food security, economic security, and
environmental sustainability.

M. Stout and J. Love (2019) advocate
for the development of local communities
to function asaform of radical democratic
globa governance to illustrate a recently
proposed archetype called “integrative
governance.” This provides a promising
theoretical basisthat cananayzethefirst test
case to shine light on theoretical construc-
tion and practice for radica community
development. This includes integrative
governance networks, coalitions, govern-
ment agricultural extension agents,
non-governmental organization employees
and volunteers with a diverse range of
personal, professional, and social roles, as
well asfarmers’ organizations, federations,
and associations. The researchers present
a summary of each conceptual element
of the integrated management and then
explain it through indicators from avaried
sample of secondary sources and regula-
tory documents.

Intheir article “From Local Agenda 21
to a Localized Agenda 2030,” Guerra, et
al (2019) affirm participative develop-

ment discourse by appealing to a compar-
ative analysis for applied research, survey
guestionnaires, report overviews, work
plans, aswell as data collected from unof-
ficial interviews with national authorities.
It appears that the results of LA21 have
been negatively impacted by structural
restraintsimposed by economic hardships,
particularly the centralization inherited by
local governance. Shaffer (2020) recom-
mends strengthening civic discourse
about community development and the
role of democratic representativesin civic
life. Community development is facing a
challenge posed by the current political
culture, aspolarizationimpactsthemodels
and practices of democratic devel opment.
The community development practitioner
in these societies has to approach the
position as a civil professional, using the
public’s technical expertise asit relates to
methods of developing discussion oppor-
tunities throughout various channels.
Shaffer proposes looking at programs of
educational and vocational development
as a means of increasing and refining
dialogue and deliberation skills.

Form No. 1

Developmental Pragmatism Coercive Development

Developmental Pragmatism

Some development rhetoric affirms
the pragmatic development camp
which starts from the premise that only
concepts that can be tested out are reli-
able—whereas all others are merely theo-
retical — and capable of better achieving
development goals. Wyrod (2019)

Developmental Idealism Developmental Integration

supports this approach, arguing that some
nations seek a special type of develop-
ment called “developmental pragma-
tism.” Since the early 2000s, Africa has
witnessed significant development, as
China has considerably increased its
foreign aid and investment in the region
and concentrated on expanding the pres-
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theory and research as a dialectic practice. Given this multifaceted approach,
the research presents seven significant development trends in sociology. This first
relates to a broader discourse about development, which has pragmatic, passive,
integrative, and idealistic dimensions. The remaining six trends under discussion
are fair sustainability, inclusive development, social responsibility, social capital,
digital development, and health and development care.

Development Rhetoric

As this paper examines some of the
theoretical rhetoric about development,
an overarching paradigm for under-
standingit can bebuilt upon. Inlight of the
methodological procedures established
before, as well as the reference survey
and timeline, one study (Guney-Frahm
2018: 56-76) recognized that the 2030
agenda is haunted by the specter of the
Third Way, which still dominates devel-
opment rhetoric and impacts public poli-
cymaking. There are still several thinkers
from advanced countries who consider
the Third Way outdated. A study in the
Human Development Report (HDR)
reveals that the approach to human devel-
opment pre-2015 had major similarities
to ideological trends that guided the 2030
development plan. This reveals that the
2030 program is building upon a theoret-
ical and pragmatic foundation similar to
what was done with the pre-2015 Tech-
nical Education Program and Agenda.

One development study (Haggard, et
al 2019: 160-180) on international devel-
opment rhetoric in nascent economies
broaches the concept of “community
resilience,” which posits that a commu-
nity’s level of endurance is based on its
ability to adapt to, accommodate, miti-
gate, and recover from shocks and stress.

This ability to overcome is achieved by
facilitating positive future outcomes and
limiting the total impact of trauma and
pressure in the future. At its core, this
definition relates to sustainability and the
ability of socio-ecological systems and
local communities to adapt to daily insta-
bility, strain, and even mgor disasters.
Community development is a primary
method of increasing the malleability of
a community, particularly as it relates
to initiatives to develop local communi-
ties and building resilience. Community
development — as well as some of its
main features, such as capacity-building,
empowerment, and networking — offers
the primary approach for building a
community’s endurance and ability to
handle changing situations dynami-
cally. This meta-study seeks to highlight
whether studiesthat claim to use a corpo-
rate responsibility framework adequately
assess and measure the four outputs
of a flexible community. This analysis
uses a flexible framework put in place
by the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) to eval-
uate whether international development
literature studies the outputs that come
to it from the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD).
These outputs broach issues such as nutri-
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researchers identified a few texts using online search engines (Google Scholar,
JSTOR, ProQuest, and Semantic Scholar) and international databases (Scopus,
CrossRef, and Willy & SAGE Journals). This study has identified a statistical
framework for analyzing 282 specialist journals in the field of development studies
(SClImago Institutions Rankings (SJR), 2020). A sample of three international
journals on development sociology highly rated by Scopus has been selected.
Intellectual diversity, as well as the studies’ respective fields of examination, were
taken into consideration when selecting these journals. The journals are Sociology
of Development published by University of California Press (Q4); Journal of
Developing Societies by SAGE Journals (Q3); and Community Development, the
official journal of the United Kingdom-based Community Development Society
(Q2). This allowed the research over the past four years (2018 to October 2021) to
collect 271 studies: 69 (25.4 percent) from the first journal, 81 (30 percent) from the
second journal, and 121 (44.6 percent) from the third journal. All studies have thus
been classified into 13 types shown in the table below based on the percentage that
they make up of the total:

Table 1: Modern and Contemporary Trendsin Development Sociology (N=271)
(2018 to October 2021)

No. Type Frequency Percent No. Type Frequency Percent
1 | Social Development 75 21.7 8 Social Capital 12 4.5
5 Sustainable 38 1 9 Equality _and 3 3

Development Inequality
3 Participatory 28 10.3 10 Digitization 6 99
Development Development
Empowerment . I
4 (Women and Youth) 25 9.2 11 Social Responsibility 6 2.2
5  Development Rhetoric 23 g5 12 oocial Conflictand 6 2.2
Displacement
Health and 22 8.1 13 | Social Movements 4 14
Development Care
7 Rural Development 18 6.7 Total 271 100

Source: the researcher

In contrast to this statistical side of the research, there is a qualitative element
that does not necessarily correspond to the table above. For the purposes of this
analysis, thiselementissubject to an “animated” methodology that does not separate
theory and practice, nor does it differentiate between methodology and analytic
framework. In effect, this paper deals with the relationship between scientific
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Introduction

Ibn Khaldun once said: “Wisdom in science, and the process of mastering and
firmly grasping it, can only be achieved by understanding its principles and rules,
while meditating on its issues and tracing its branches to the source. Those who
do not gain this understanding will never be truly wise” (Ibn Khaldun 2006). This
statement inspired this research paper which examines modern and contemporary
trends in development sociology.

After World War 11, sociology began to focus increasingly on issues of
development and underdevelopment. This shift gave rise to a wide range of studies,
which formed the basis of distinct trends in sociology, including the early seeds of
what would soon be known as “development sociology.” This branch of sociology
is still in the process of formation, as it builds on both theoretical and empirical
components. Despite the theoretical and experimental inputs available to this
branch of sociology — as well as the major steps it has taken to raise theoretical and
methodological awareness of social development issues and problems — research
into modern and contemporary trends in social development is still governed by
processes of sustainable development.

This paper presents new trends in development sociology by defining an analytic
method that reveals theoretical and methodological orientations that deserve
further sociological study. While the analytical studies that comprise development
sociology are important, they present challenges given their deviation from
standard approaches and methodologies. For instance, development sociology
treats studies as individual units, using vocabulary from an analytical framework.
This research, therefore, encounters certain challenges collecting, classifying, and
analyzing specific studies.

There is a wealth of literature on social development published by specialist
international organizations as well as academic articles and working papers
produced by universities and research centers. For the purpose of this study
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Abstract

This paper presents the most
salient contemporary and modern
trends in development sociology. It
aims at defining an analytic method
that highlights both theoretical
and methodological orientations
deserving further sociological study.
The researcher was able to identify,
using international search engines
and databases, a statistical framework
for analyzing the output of journals
of development sociology. A sample
of 271 research papers were collected
published between 2018 and 2021 on
three development sociology journals
with high scientific ratings. As a result,
this paper presents seven significant
development trends in sociology. This
first relates to a broader discourse
about development, which has
pragmatic, coercive, integrative, and
idealistic dimensions. The remaining
six trends under discussion are fair
sustainability, inclusive development,
social responsibility, social capital,
digital development, and health and
development care.

Keywords: Development
rhetoric, fair sustainability, inclusive
development, social responsibility,
social capital, and digitization.
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participation. Therefore, civil society
organizations must focus on estab-
lishing programs and projects that
support women and inform members
of society of the importance of their
effectiverolein the stability of society.

e Communicating with the clergy and

involving them in intensive work-

From Disunion to Empowerment
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shops and training and urging them to
spread moderate religious discourse
that emphasizes interfaith tolerance
and cuts off extremism and hatred.
The dissemination of these ideas
by the clergy to ther imitators and
followers will have a positive impact
on enhancing social cohesion.
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Figure 2: Therelationship of integration between therules

work to establish programs and projects
that enhance this integrative relation-

Structure of Iragi
society and its
relation to social

ship through the implementation of the
following programs.

programs and projects about the need
to abide by laws and regulations, and
to stay away from clan practices and
martial lawsthat may drag society into
a series of endless conflicts. Raising
awareness of the importance of secu-
rity stability and the participation of
community members in it through
reporting extremist parties and
supporting the security establishment
initsessential rolein promoting social
cohesion and stability.

e Implementing programs and proj-

ects that contribute to the exchange
of dialogue and interaction between
groups of society, develop the capa-
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Terrorism,
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e Implementing awareness-raising bilities of its members and help them

to build bridges of communication
and dialogue based on the rgection
of violence, extremism, and narrow
interests such as regional, sectarian,
and tribal interests.

« Establishing national reconciliation

committees from different sects of
society, with whom they periodically
meet during the stage of implementing
socia cohesion programs, with the
participation of members representing
the local government.

e Supporting women and empowering

their role in society, to participate on
a large scale in development, civil
work, decison-making, and political



stabilization. Sustaining this role and
benefiting from programs and projects
requires the concerted efforts of commu-
nity members, local governments,
and civil society. Since the theory of the
study has interpreted the rules of social
cohesion as “intellectual rules,” we infer
from this the possibility of strength-
ening those rules among the members of
society, and according to the vision of
the theory®d, the job of some of
these rules is to organize exploration,
engage with science and art, promote
socia interaction, solidarity, altruism,
love, etc. The regulation of individual
aspirations and self-affirmation are
among the intellectual rules that can be
considered in the interest of strength-
ening social cohesion. According to this,
civil society organizations can set up
some programs and projects that would
strengthen those rules, so we suggest
the following programs:

» Strengthening social cohesion needs
to advance the intellectual and axio-
logical aspectsof society by providing
programs that educate its members
about the need to respect laws and
trust state institutions through which
conflicts can be resolved. Through
this study we recommend that
collective social change patterns be
followed to enhance social cohesion
within society. Voluntary actions and
initiatives are the most prominent of
these patterns, as well as promoting
the spirit of social responsibility
within society through the intro-
duction of voluntary initiatives and
programs.
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* Implementing recreational projects,
workshops, and crafts that contribute
to exploring the skills of community
members in art, sports, literature,
and design, as well as developing
their skills in simple crafts such as
barbering, drawing, and carpentry.
All this will raise the economic and
cultural level of the beneficiaries as
well as being a variable that contrib-
utes to strengthening social cohesion.

« Compensating  equitably  those
affected by acts of violence and
terrorism, both materialy and
morally, because compensation has
an effective role in promoting social
cohesion and improving the standard
of living.

From another angle, the concept of
social construction represents another
cornerstone of the theory, which provides
a broad and accurate depiction of the
triad of buildings (the commonsense
building, the institutional building, and
the tunnel building). Tunnel building is
characterized by a state of conflict with
the rest of the buildings that are trying
to undermine it and get rid of it, and this
role falls on the shoulders of local and
central governments. The other build-
ings (common sense and institutional) go
through three stages of the relationship,
and what matters to us is the relationship
of integration between the rules, through
the presence of a common denominator
between the builders, which in turn
contributes to creating an environment
conducive to a cohesion and control
of the rhythm of society. So, we see
that civil society organizations should
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ness. I|n most cases, the process of change
leads to an acceleration of the pace of
the societies' history©0.

Results of the Study

1. Theassessment of the largest segment
of the study sample for the role of
civil society organizations in general
was good and positive, as they sought
a lot of material and moral support
from the projects of these organiza-
tions.

2. The displacement crisis and the
war that the Iragi society witnessed
after 2014 affected the nature of
social relations among members
of society at various levels. The
results of the dtatistical analysis
showed that there is a difference in
the respondents answers towards
the deterioration of post-displace-
ment social relations, and this is
due to the problems and violence
in lragi society.

3. Itisevident from our attempt to assess
the role of civil society organizations
in contributing to conflict resolu-
tion that the respondents answers
indicate that these organizations
have an effective role in paying
attention to these issues, as the
largest proportion of the answers
was positive.

4. The study showed that the role of
civil society organizations in raising
awareness of issues of democracy and
freedom was not large or effective in
society, as only a small percentage
agreed to the effectiveness of these
programs, and this weakness had to

do with the fact that civil society
organizations focus on relief proj-
ects and the protection of vulnerable
groups.

5. The results of the study show that
providing material support, such
as grants and in-kind aid, is the
most important factor in enhancing
social cohesion from the respon-
dents point of view, followed
by providing psychologica and
socia support.

6. Terrorist organizations represent the
most prominent threats to socia
cohesion in lragi society, according
to the respondents’ answers, in addi-
tion to the spread of drugs and orga-
nized crime.

7. Almost half of the respondents
reacted positively to the effec-
tive role of civil society organiza-
tions in empowering women within
society, which is a good indi-
cator of the effectiveness of many
of these organizations programs
and projects.

8. The study found that it is civil
society organizations and the local
government that contribute the most
to stabilizing the community after
displacement.

Practical Vision for Promoting
Social Cohesion

People in the study society often feel
the effective role of relief and human-
itarian civil society organizations. This
IS due to the significant role played by
these organi zations during displacement,
military conflicts, and afterwards during



especially since these practices will
negatively affect social cohesion because
they will create situations of contin-
uous hostility, hatred, and rejection
of coexistence.

Therefore, civil society organiza-
tions are working to bridge the gap and
support “institutional building” that has
been severely damaged by sustaining
justice and equality, promoting civilized
values and rationality, and protecting
freedoms and democratic issues in
order to control and expand the public
institutional building at the expense
of building a “common sense.” This
expansion would enhance the stability
of society and ensure its cohesion, as
well as reaching the coexistence and
subsequently the integration of rules.
Therefore, the theory recommends that
strengthening and restoring social cohe-
sion takes place through pushing society
towards what Durkheim calls “organic
solidarity,” raising awareness and reha-
bilitation of officia state institutions,
and strengthening rational intellectual
bases in institutional building supported
by civil society organizations by
participating with it in some programs
and activities.

The Theory’s Change M echanism

The conflicted rules theory presents
severa strategies for change within the
social framework, without discarding
the impact of antagonistic rules in dark
tunnel building. This change occurs in
three ways®.

1. Change through collective socia
actions
2. Change through authoritarian actions
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3. Structural change through exceptional
actions

The practices carried out by civil
society organizations in order to bring
about changeinsociety arepart of “change
through collective socia actions.” This
act is divided into “spontaneous collec-
tive actions” and “kinetic collective
actions.” What we are interested in here
is kinetic actions, as they represent an
organized effort by a number of peopleto
change some structural rule. In addition,
they represent the organized projects and
programs drawn up and implemented by
civil society organizations to address
a specific issue and change the social
reality. Exceptional actions, on the other
hand, are represented by the natural clan
leaders, who respect the public interest
and enjoy the confidence of the local
population, whether from within the
clan or from outside. These exceptional
leaders, if they believe in the role of
organized action, can play an important
role in accelerating the pace of change
through civil society organizations. As
indicated by the theory of the study:
exceptional personalities have a wide
popular acceptance, and the commu-
nity members have absolute confidence
in them, which leads to a direct accep-
tance of the new structural rules they
cal for.

This happens because these person-
alities are primarily concerned with the
common good, and by virtue of their
vision and intellectual, emotional, and
spiritual faculties, they discover weak-
nesses in the social structure and work
to change the rules that cause this weak-

81



(o]
o

Issue No. (7) May 2022 / Shawwal 1443

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

common sense building, institutional
building, and the dark tunnel building;
4) social worlds which range from
simplicity to complexity and encom-
pass members of society, starting from
the local inner worlds and ending with
cosmic realms®). Thetheory assumesthat
“the rules of the three-structured social
structure (common sense building, insti-
tutional building, and tunnel building)
brought the social world into a state of
semi-permanent internal conflict, and
conflict with the corresponding struc-
tural rules in other worlds.” The concept
of rules is the central concept of the
theory, as they are actions beyond time
and space that have linguistic and
normative connotations the actors
invoke to organize their motives. The
function of these rules lies in crystal-
lizing rules in the collective mind and
setting up a system for symbolic or
material punishment®.

In addition to conceptualizing this
theory, there are three types of relation-
ship between interactive and institutional
structural rules:

1. Rules coexistence relationship: when
there are common elements in the
semantics of the two systems, but
they are not yet integrated.

2. Rules integration relationship: when
the semantics of the two systems
belong to the same origin and differ
in the degree of their development.

3. Rules conflict relationships. when the
semantics of the two systems are
contradictory.

According to the guidelines of the
theory, the rules of social cohesion in

the study community are pure “intel-
lectual rules,” like the processes of
socia interaction among individuals,
which are based on relationships of
friendship,  kinship, neighborliness,
love, and altruism, as well as celebra-
tions, cultural and religious practices,
visitations, etc. They have to do with
the vital and spiritual rules, of course.
The scar caused by displacement, and
the impact of tunnel building — the cells
of terrorism, corruption, and martial law
— for quite some time, led to an increase
in the effectiveness of the “vital rules’
at the expense of the intellectual and
spiritua rules that have lost their effec-
tiveness. This in turn will weaken the
values of social cohesion among indi-
viduals, like the weakness of kinship,
neighborliness, and family relations,
which were traditional and strong for a
long period of time. Therefore, the inter-
vention of civil society organizations —
as an alternative institutional building —
has become very necessary in order to
support and revitalize intellectual bases
through initiatives and projects imple-
mented by organizations from within
the society.

The socia cost to which the various
structural bases in Iragi society, the
impact of tunnel building, and the spread
of extralegal retaliation or revenge,
albeit minimal, affects the nature of
social cohesion, because it was amost
non-existent before displacement. This
can be caled an “existential conflict,”
meaning that it is imperative for society
— especially a tribal one — to shun by
al means any threat to society,



Parties Engaged to the Stability of
the Surveyed Regions

Table 14: The partiesthat contributed to the stability
of the surveyed areas

Choices Iteration Percentage
Clergy 60 20%
Tribal Chiefs 76 23%
orgnizaione 192 3%
Local Government 72 25%
Total 310 100%

Our god in this part is to identify
the most prominent parties that contrib-
uted to enhancing cohesion and stability
in the community studied. Identifying
these parties will allow civil society
organizations to coordinate with them
in order to implement joint projects on
the ground. As it seems, the role of civil
society organizations was more effective
from the respondents’ point of view, as
32% of the respondents supported this.
Undoubtedly, many civil society organi-
zations have a very positive impact on
the societiesin need both during and after
displacement. These projects focus on
providing material services and opening
a number of camps, as well as providing
psychological and social support in the
phase of stabilization.

The role of the local government
comes next to establish stability and
enhance social cohesion, as indicated
by 25% of the total sample. Tribes had
a positive role in establishing stability
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and enhancing social cohesion, espe-
cialy since the tribal nature of Iraqgi
society allows great flexibility to control
the behavior of individuals and resolve
conflicts within the clan. The role of
the clergy came last among the choices,
with 20% of the respondents in favor, as
moderate religious discourse subscribes
to the belief in forbidding attacking
others, preventing revenge and retalia-
tion, as well as flirting with the feelings
of community members from a religious
perspective in order to comply with reli-
gious and social rules that would main-
tain the stability within the society.

Inter pretive Theory of the Study
(Conflicted Rules Theory)

This theory belongs to the category
of theories related to the relationship
between action and social construc-
tion, and it is the result of limited-scale
attempts made by Ahmad Musa Badawi
from 2004 until 2014. The epistemo-
logical depth of this theory extends to
the opinions and ideas of a group of
theorists, most notably Pierre Bourdieu,
Giddens? and Margaret Archer@,

The most important basic concepts of
this theory are: 1) social action which
exists before the socia structure and
represents a personal motive to achieve
a vital, intellectual, or spiritual purpose;
2) structural rules which are actions
that go beyond time and place and
have linguistic, axiological, and norma-
tive significance; 3) the three-struc-
tured social structure which is abstract
rules for human socia management,
and consists of three other structures:
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among the projectswith 22% in favor. The
Nineveh governorate's sample ranked first
among the governorates with 50%. Among
the other projects that recelved a weak
percentage of support is coordination with
official stateinstitutionsto implement joint
projects with only 19% of the sample size
infavor, while Anbar Governorate was the
most enthusiastic about this project.
Threatsto Social Cohesion

Table 12: Threatsto social cohesion

Choices Iteration Percentage
Clan conflicts 23 8%
Terrorist organizations 139 44%
Ethnlc-re_llglous 57 19%
conflicts

Drugs and 01 29%
organized crime

Total 310 100%

| identified a set of variables that Iraqgi
society is witnessing, which can under-
mine social cohesion. This requires the
intervention of civil society organizations
to limit their impact. According to the
respondents’ answers and their perception
of the dangers of these variables, it isclear
that the danger of “terrorist organizations’
isthe most prominent threat to social cohe-
sion with 44% of the votes. Iragi society
has suffered greatly as aresult of terrorist
acts that have affected the fabric of the
whole community. “Drugs and organized
crime” ranked second among the threatsto
socia cohesion, with 29% of thevotes. The
spread of drugs and organized crimeisone
of the phenomena that Iragi society more
suffers from, a problem made worse by
government’s weak control over borders
and rampant administrative corruption, as
indicated by 19% of the interviewees.

Civil Society Organizations Contribution to Empowering Women

Table 13: The contribution of civil society or ganizationsto empowering women

Yes No Total
Choices
Iteration % Iteration % Iteration %
Males 79 44% 106 79% 185 60%
Females 97 56% 28 21% 125 40%
Percentage of the total sample 176 56% 134 44% 310 100%

Women are not without a say in
strengthening social cohesion, as they
are the cornerstones in all societies. It
is through them that societies can rise
and enhance their stability. That is why
many civil society activities focus on
empowering and protecting women. As
the above table shows, nearly half of the

sample (56%) agreed that civil society
organizations contribute to empowering
women. Females, compared to males,
voted in their mgjority in favor of this,
while 44% of the sample, mostly males,
indicated that civil society organizations
do not contribute to empowering women
In society.



children. This compels us to examine the
role of civil society in protecting these
groups. Whatever the result, it will reflect
on the quality of social cohesion. The
results of the above table show that 38%
of the study sample answered that the role
of civil society in protecting vulnerable
groupswas“good,” and when the* gender”
factor was included in this questionnaire,
it became clear that the percentage of
females was the highest, reaching 61%
of the total sample, while the percentage
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of males represented 38%. We infer from
this that women have a deeper sense of
the dangers of some social phenomena
that require intervention and protection.
While 31% of the study sample indicated
that the role of civil society in protec-
tion is “Acceptable,” as the percentage of
males reached 63%, while the percentage
of females reached 36%. As for the last
group of the sample who answered “Nil”,
its percentage reached 30%, most of which
were male.

Programsfor Promoting Social Cohesion

Table 11: The most important programsthat civil society or ganizations should focus on

) Nineveh
Choices i
Iteration %

Iteration %

Anbar Salah Al-Din Total

Iteration % Iteration %

Organizing training work-
shops for young people and
educating them on issues of

social cohesion

35 50%

Coordinating with official
state institutions to imple- 13 23%
ment joint projects

Providing financial support
and grants to the affected 37 33%
segments of society

22 31% 12 18% 69 22%

24 42% 20 35% 57 19%

34 30% 40 36% 111 35%

Providing psychological and
social support to groups of 40 54%
society

Percentage of the total sample 125 40%

20 27% 13 17% 73 24%

100 32% 85 27 310 | 100%

| presented some programs that can
enhance socia cohesion to be imple-
mented by civil society organizations.
According to the results of the study,
the highest percentage of respondents
answers (35%) supported financia
support projects and grants to be awarded
to the affected segments of society.
It is worth mentioning that the study
sample from Salah Al-Din Governorate

presents the highest rate of choice for
these projects. Programs for providing
psychological and social support to social
groups ranked second among the choices,
with 24% of the total samplein favor.
The sample from Nineveh Governorate
ranked highest among the governorates in
support of this issue with 54%. the idea
of establishing youth training workshops
on issues of socia cohesion ranked third
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Civil Society’s Contribution to Raising Awar eness

Table 9: Civil society’s contribution to raising awar eness of democr acy

) Yes To Some Extent No Total
Choices . . . .
Iteration, % Iteration 9% Iteration % Iteration %
Nineveh 36 44% 77 49% 12 16% 125 39%
Anbar 27 32% 42 271% 31 43% 100 33%
Salah Al-Din 19 24% 38 24% 28 39% 85 28%
Percentage of total sample 82 27% 157 51% 71 22% 310 100

Many civil society organizations adopt
empowering members of society in issues
of democracy, political participation, and
expression of opinion, as these practices
play an effective role in promoting socia
cohesion. These programs and projectsare
often applied in societies that suffer from
political blockages and partisan conflicts.
Indicatorsof violations of freedoms appear
to bevery highin crisis areas.

The results of the above table show that
27% of the total study sample referred to
the contributions of civil society in raising
awareness of freedoms issues, and by
returning to the residence variable, the
Nineveh governorate sample amounted
to 44% of those who supported this view,

while the Anbar governorate sample
reached 32%, and in Salah Al-Din Gover-
norate the sample size was 24%. Another
group of respondents (51%) tends to
answer in amixed way — to some extent —
about the contribution of civil society tothe
promoation of freedoms, as the percentage
of respondents from Nineveh Governorate
was 49%, followed by Anbar Governorate
by 27%, and then Salah Al-Din by 24%.
However, the response of a group of the
sample (22%) showed that civil society
did not contribute effectively to enhancing
the protection of freedom and democracy,
with the exception of the Anbar gover-
norate which was the most supportive of
thisissue (43%).

Role of Civil Society in Protecting Children and Women

Table 10: Therole of civil society in protecting children and women

Good
Choices
Iteration %
Males 45 38%
Females 72 61%

Percentage of total sample 117 38%

Iteration %

Acceptable Nil Total

Iteration % Iteration %
63 63% 77 81% 185 60%
36 36 17 18% 125 40%

99 31% 94 30% 310 100

We mentioned earlier that a magjor part
of the process of strengthening social

cohesion is the protection of vulnerable
groups in society, especially women and



The percentage of respondents’
conviction of positive social relations
after displacement decreased from 58%
to 48% of the total sample size. This
discrepancy can be explained as a result
of the crisis that the society witnessed
in terms of displacement, deportation,
killing, and loss of private property.
The same applies to the respondents’
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medium, as the percentage of support
decreased from 38% to 32%, which is
another indication of the weakness of
social relations within society. This reflects
the high percentage of respondents who
viewed social relations as poor and dete-
riorating. This percentage increased from
4% to 20%, which indicates weak social
cohesion and the need to pay attention to

conviction that social relations are implementing programs to strengthen it.
Role of Civil Society Organizationsin Conflict Resolution

Table 8: Theroleof civil society organizationsin conflict resolution

Good Acceptable Nil Total
Choices
Iteration % Iteration 9% Iteration % Iteration %
Nineveh 52 42% 46 43% 27 34% 125 40%
Anbar 40 32% 31 30% 29 36% 100 33%
Salah Al-Din 31 25% 29 27% 25 30% 85 27%
Percentage of total sample 123 39% 106 34% 81 26% 310 100%

The attention of civil society organi-
zations is focused on resolving internal
conflicts in local communities, especially
those that witnessed cases of violence
and fighting. This is because the areas
that witnessed displacement and armed
conflicts have exacerbated cases of
killing, displacement, house demoalitions
and burning together with a weakening of
the authority of the state unableto curb the
violence and provide security in the areas
affected. It is in these cases that the inter-
vention of community organizations and
the implementation of conflict resolution
Initiatives are more in need.

The data related to this questionnaire

were combined with the geographical
variable to allow the researcher to iden-
tify the role of civil society organizations
in each governorate within the frame-
work of the study sample. It is evident
from this that 39% of the sample size
see a positive role for civil society in
resolving conflicts, with Nineveh as the
most supportive among the governorates.
Whereas 34% of the respondents agreed
that theroleof civil society isacceptableto
acertain degree, while 26% of the sample
size indicated that the role of civil society
IS non-existent in resolving conflicts, and
Anbar represented the largest percentage
in support of this answer.
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of society members about their general
view of them. Based on the respondents
assessment, 38% of them had a positive
view of the role of these organizations
and their programs. The second category
of the sample gave a varying answer
with a percentage of 36%, whilethethird
category seemed dissatisfied with the
activitiesof civil society organizations. It
is worth noting that we sought to detect
preconceived ideas about civil society
organizations, and the most prominent
thing that was noted by some respon-
dents was their perception that such
organizations were foreign and Western
bodies with a covert goal to collect infor-
mation about society for the benefit of
external parties.

Pre-displacement Social Relations

Table 6: Pre-displacement social relations

Choices Iteration Percentage
Good 178 58%

Medium 117 38%
Bad 15 4%
Total 310 100%

Through this questionnaire, we aimed
to identify the nature of pre-displacement
socia relations, and then compare the
responses to the same question about the
post-displacement period. This approach
alowed us to find the difference in the
weakness or strength of these relations
pre and post conflict. Thisis because it is
important to establish the quality of socid
relations as a main criterion to assess the
strength of social cohesion.

It can be noted that alarge group (58%)
of the study sample indicated positive
socia relationsin their societies before the
displacement crisis. In addition, another
38% answered that social relations were
of average quality among members of
the community. As for the last group of
the sample (4%), they indicated negative
socid relations.

Post-displacement Social Relations

Table 7: The nature of post-displacement social relations

Choices Iteration Percentage
Good 151 48%
Medium 97 32%
Bad 62 20%
Total 310 100%

Figurel: Social relationsindex before/ after displacement
H Good
58

B Medium m Bad

48

32

20

Before Displacement After Displacement

It is no secret to anyone who follows
the dynamicsof Iragi society that thecrisis
that the society had witnessed caused
structural changes in the themes of many
patterns. By analyzing the statistical data
below, we note that there are changes in
the respondents attitudes and opinions
towards the nature of post-displacement
socia relations.



group consisted of both sexes; the 20-30-
year age group of young people had the
highest percentage of representation
(45%), and this had to do with the fact that
the study sample was distributed electron-
icaly and remotely, and, as such, young
people had more experience in dealing
with such programs and applications
than older age groups; the 31-40-year age
group ranked second in terms of size with
a percentage of 37%; while the 41-50-
year age group ranked third in the repre-
sentation of the study community with a
percentage of 10%; and the last age group
(51-60) ranked fourth with 8%.
Geographical Variable

Table 3: Geography of Respondents

Choices Iteration Percentage
Nineveh 125 40%
Anbar 100 32%
Salah Al-Din 85 8%
Total 310 100%

Nineveh, Anbar, and Saah Al-Din
were the most affected governorates as a
result of the crisis they went through from
2014 to 2018. In addition, they witnessed
several changesat various|levelsincluding
the emergence of social conflicts and the
consequent weakening of social cohe-
sion. Therefore, these variables were a
strong motive for the emergence of civil
society organizations and, therefore, it
was possible to measure the role of civil
society organizations in promoting social
cohesion in these specific areas. The data
in the above table also shows that 40% of
the study sample was drawn from Nineveh
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governorate, Anbar governorate repre-
sented 32% of the sample, while Salah
Al-Din governorate represented 28%. It
is worth noting that this discrepancy in
the distribution of the sample is due to the
random selection through an electronic
application.

Educational L evel

Table 4: Educational Level

Choices Iteration Percentage
Primary 28 9%
Secondary 72 23%
Tertiary 187 60%
Postgraduate 23 8%
Total 310 100%

Inthe abovetableitisnoted that tertiary
education scored 60% of the study sample,
followed by secondary education with
23%, while primary education scored 9%.
The percentage of postgraduate degree
holders was 8%.

Respondents Assessment
of the Performance of Civil Society
Organizations

Table 5: Respondents’ assessment of the performance of
civil society organizations

Choices Iteration Percentage
Good 118 38%
Somewhat Good 114 36%
Bad 78 26%
Total 310 100%

Getting to know theroleof civil society
organizations requires feeling the pulse
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to implement some of their programs, due

to their role in enhancing social cohesion.

National reconciliation should be based

on understanding, ending conflicts, over-

coming differences, and reaching mecha-
nisms and sol utionsthat people can accept.

The Most Prominent Civil Society

OrganizationsActive in the Study

Community®

1. The International Rescue Committee:
owns many projects in severa lraq
governorates and provides child
protection services in addition to legal
Services.

2. International Organization for Migra-
tion provides livelihood services,
rehabilitation of damaged homes,
emergency grants, as well as psycho-
social support.

3. DanishRefugeeCouncil: provideslive-
lihood services, protection services,
and rehabilitation of damaged homes.

4. Seven Sanabel Foundation for Relief
and Development: alocal organization
that provides education, child protec-
tion services, and socia cohesion
programs.

5. People’'s Relief Organization: a local
organization that provides education,
case management, and legal services.

6. UN Development Program: The orga-
nization has completed many proj-
ects to promote integration and social
cohesion, aswell as providing services
to restore damaged infrastructure and
homes.

7. Mercy Corps: aUSorganizationwhose
programs focus on protecting women
and children, as well as supporting
socia cohesion initiatives.

Field Data Analysis

Gender
Table 1: Gender
Choices Iteration Percentage
Males 185 60%
Females 125 40%
Total 310 100%

One of the most important “inde-
pendent” variables in social research is
gender, as the respondents answers vary
according to gender variables, and this
variation is due to the presence of biolog-
ical or sociocultural differences as well
as the impact of the social role assigned
to them in the research responses. The
sample of this study was taken from both
sexes, because the study of this phenom-
enon bears a direct link to both males and
females since women have a key role in
promoting social cohesion and they are
a target group in civil society activities.
The male category represented 60% of the
study sample, while the female category
represented 40% of the total sample.

Age Group of Respondents

Table 2: Age Groups

Choices Iteration Percentage
20-30 140 45%
31-40 115 37%
41-50 32 10%
51-60 23 8%

Total 310 100%
The study sample included the

following age groups. 20-60-year age



5. Financial extortion in exchange for
abandoning the lawsuit.

That is why civil society organiza-
tionswork to protect vulnerable individ-
ualsfrom retaliation, by disseminating a
peaceful discourse that focuses on coex-
istence among community members,
especially those who remained inside
their cities during displacement. This
can be done through dialogue, training,
and capacity-building programs,
holding workshops and conferences, as
well as directing the media to adopt a
positive discourse.

Women Societal Empower ment
Projects

The main objective of social cohe-
sion is to build a stable society in which
civil peace and sustainable development
prevail. Therefore, an essential part of the
process means eliminating the sources
of violence and empowering women in
society, beit known that civil society orga-
nizations must take the following factors
into consideration: 1) violence in society
as a challenge to socia cohesion; 2) the
role of women in the processes of recon-
ciliation, peace, and security, as approved
by the UN Security Council Resolution no.
1325; 3) the actual contribution of women
to socia cohesion, since they are among
the most marginalized groups and victims
of conflicts®,

Civil society organizations stress the
importanceof guaranteeingwomen'’srights
and enhancing their position in society
becauseit meansbuilding theright nucleus
of stability and strengthening social cohe-
sion. Therefore, in order to make sure that
women contribute actively to the process
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of social cohesion it is necessary to ensure
that their contributions are redlistic in the
post-conflict phase. That is, the opportu-
nity to activate the essential role of women
insocia cohesion programsisdirectly and
effectively linked to their role and position
in community development programs.
Civil Society Organizations

and Reintegration

Civil society organizations contribute
to activating socia  reintegration
programs, which are among the most
important processes involved in issues
of social networks and social cohesion.
“Integration” is a technical term that
refers to the nature of ties in interper-
sonal relationships within society, as
well as the percentage of participation in
roles and duties within society. Integra-
tion is the opposite of isolation, meaning
the absence of important relationships
with relatives, friends, neighbors, and
co-workers®. The process of social inte-
gration is usually important and essential
for individuals in societies that have been
subjected to prolonged displacement, war,
and internal conflicts.

On protection challenges and protracted
refugee situations, the UN High Commis-
sioner notesthat thereisan urgent need for
support and assistance with integration,
particularly in returning displaced persons
when their native areas have been affected
by war, armed conflict, or economic
crises. This requires maintaining the
momentum of return, protecting returnees
from displacement, and rebuilding their
lives®. |n addition, most of the National
Reconciliation Committees work closely
with civil society organizations with them
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lack economic development since
most individualswill start from scratch
to resumetheir economic activity. The
strengthening social cohesion and inte-
gration of individualsinto society will
contribute to economic recovery and
rapid devel opment.

Mechanisms of Civil Society
Organizationsto Enhance Social
Cohesion

Civil society organizations harness
their efforts to enhance social cohesion in
societies that have experienced internal
crises and conflicts. These programsrange
from nationa reconciliation practices,
reintegration of community members, and
financial support practices through the
provision of financia grants, compensa-
tion for the affected, to other activitiesand
programs aimed at empowering commu-
nity members.

In order to rebuild a society according
to sound foundations aimed at promoting
development and societal stability, initia-
tives and activities should achieve social
cohesion in accordance with the contexts
that influence the paths and directions of
community members and their will to be
open to each other and accept the rapid
changes product of internal conflicts and
wars?). The most prominent mechanisms
and programs for promoting socia cohe-
sion adopted by civil society organizations
can be identified asfollows:
Awarenessto Avoid Conflict

Social awareness initiatives are among
the important bases in undermining
internal conflicts, as civil society orga-
nizations dedicate their efforts towards

holding training workshops in areas
that witnessed social conflicts. In addi-
tion, some organizations establish what
IS known as “community committees,”
which consist of a group of notables as
well as prominent and influential figures
in cities and neighborhoods, who meet
periodically and in the presence of repre-
sentatives of some state institutions and
security forces. On the other hand, they
represent programs to promote coex-
istence and promote the spirit of toler-
ance among the components of society
by opening channels of dialogue and
involving influential groups in joint
events that facilitate the convergence of
views and social cohesion®,
Anti-retaliatory Post-displacement
Programs

Cases of retaliation that occurred after
restoring stability represent a stark chal-
lenge to social cohesion in displacement
communities, especially in the areas
controlled by ISIS, as many studies and
official statistics indicate a high incidence
of violent acts of revengein those areas. In
an interview conducted by the researcher
with a judge in the Anbar governorate, it
was clear that the lawsuits and complaints
filed against certain persons had risen
dramatically. This rise included malicious
and provocative lawsuits. This judge also
identified the most prominent aspects of
retaliation as follows:
1. Murder
2. Burning and demolishing houses
3. Preventing some families from

returning to their native areas

4. Accusations of treason and social

excommunication



Interest in social cohesion issues has
also increased recently as a result of
studies and reports prepared by inter-
national organizations and government
statistics on the conditions of families and
citizens during wars, displacement, and
internal conflicts that caused unbalanced
social relations. Therefore, it is incum-
bent upon the Iragi government and civil
society organizations to strengthen social
cohesion in Iragi society, especially after
its deterioration,

Most scholars of social cohesion posed
the following question: What are the vari-
ables that move society towards socid
conflict? Since socia conflict in any
society can only be described as a nega
tive state, what are the interaction mecha-
nisms and meansthat societies put in place
to try to return to a state of cohesion and
stability? And if coherence and stability
are achieved, what are the new programs
that are adopted and formulated to ensure
the strength of these programs®?

I mportance of Social Cohesion
for Post-displacement Societies

Theimportance attached to projects and
programs of civil society organizations in
promoting social cohesion can be identi-
fied in severa points, the most important
of which are®?:

1. Initiatives by civil society organi-
zations to establish mechanisms for
communication among members of
society, especialy those affected by
the displacement crisis.

2. These societies have been subjected
to great damages in al their infra
structure, so they need the efforts of
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all segments of society in order to
improve services, and this process
takes place with the presence of real
social cohesion and great awareness
among the members of society.
Displacement and armed conflict
usually produce socia groups with
new ideas and different orientations, so
theredevel op gapsthat can beexploited
by some in order to advance their own
personal agenda, such as the spread
of drug trafficking gangs, human traf-
ficking, advocates of extremism and
terrorism, or “seeper cells” Hence,
restoring the cohesion of society and
building bridges of communication
among its members has a major role
in curbing these patterns that push
society toward the abyss.

. The challenge of community security

is one of the most prominent chal-
lenges that Iragi society has faced
for along time, and the security issue
often dominates all discussions in
conferences, seminars, and govern-
ment plans because of its role in the
sustainability of the entire community.
Therefore, theimportance of strength-
ening social cohesion and building
peace in post-displacement soci-
eties lies in providing stable security
through the solidarity of community
members with each other and with the
Security services.

. The process of economic and social

development is fundamentally linked
to the extent to which there is a high
degree of harmony within society
and society is free of conflicts and
disputes. Post-displacement societies
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socia ties differ in terms of strength, but
the family bond remains the strongest, as
it gives the individual a sense of security.
However, the accelerated transformations
that the family is exposed to lead to weak
relationships and social ties. Trust between
people and institutions is generally weak,
athough the value of trust is the crite-
rion by which we measure the strength or
weakness of a societal system in resisting
the factors of disintegration. There is still
a disconcerting ratio of relations between
individuals and the state that are woven on
the margins of law, and this situation must
be corrected asit endangerstheintegrity of
the state and affects devel opment efforts1).

Renewed | nterest
in Social Cohesion

Paying attention to studies of social
cohesion has become necessary because
of the repeating of crises and risks threat-
ening societies, especialy in recent years,

aswell asthe openness of societiesto each
other as aresult of technological develop-
ment and “the fluidity of life” as Zygmunt
Bauman calls it. At the local level, the
importance of studying social cohesion
came as aresponse to the worsening social
conditions in areas that witnessed waves
of displacement, violence, and conflict.
The current stage — the post-displacement
stage — represents an urgent necessity to
assess the causes of social disintegration
and the weakness of social cohesion, espe-
cialy after noting the many changes that
occurred in the interactions of individuals
after that period, the perceptions of indi-
viduals towards each other, and the extent
of acceptance of coexistence. Societies
with religious, ethnic, and clan pluralism
are the societies that most need to assess
the depths of social cohesion in them, as
most of the internal conflicts and cases of
violence are grounded in religious, clan,
and ethnic conflicts.

Figure 1: Variablesthat warrant the study of social cohesion
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a strong sense and collective conscience
among members of society, where people
aresimilar intheir valuesand ideas®. The
latter solidarity accompanies the system
of divison of complex labor in modern
industrial societies, and is characterized by
aweak collective conscience. It is aform
of socia cohesion that arises when people
in a society are interdependent but adhere
to different values and beliefs and engage
in different types of work®?.

Previous Studies

Many scientific disciplines — sociol ogy,
politics, development, security — dealt
with the role of civil society organizations
and the promotion of social cohesion by
shedding light on the variables in which
each of these fields is concerned. There-
fore, wewill present some of those models
to benefit from their results and compare
them with the current study.

In “Civil Society Organizations and
Their Role in Combating Extremism in
Irag,” Hazem Sabah Ahmad deds with
the obstacles that limit the effectiveness
of civil society organizationsin combating
violence and terrorism, as well as political
and cultural obstacles. Ahmad resorted to
the* organizationa analysis’ methodology
based on descriptive analytical tools. He
came up with a number of results, most
notably: that civil society organizations
represent an essentia link in the process
of democratic transformation in many
societies; that civil society organizations
in Iraq are still fledgling, and thus need
a starting base and great support, not to
mention their being effectivein combating
extremism and violence,
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In “The Civil Society Route to Social
Cohesion” Peter Taylor-Gooby exam-
ines the theoretical basis for the claim
that social cohesion is better achieved
through processes within civil society
than through government policies, and
to provide an empirical test using recent
UK data. Taylor-Gooby’s study combines
sociology, political science, and social
psychology in aninnovative way by using
the analytical approach that targeted a
body of literature and data relevant to the
study at hand. The most prominent results
of his study were that the effectiveness
of civil society has strengths and weak-
nesses; that civil society processes may
lead to exclusion rather than integration
in the UK context; that the route of civil
society to social cohesion is uncertain,
because the groupings that devel op do not
necessarily reinforce commitments across
society and especially among privileged
and disadvantaged citizens®®.

In a study conducted by the Royal
Institute for Strategic Studies of Morocco
entitled “Socia Cohesion in Morocco,”
the concept of social cohesion remained
ambiguous and could not be defined
despiteitsimportance, asitislinkedto aset
of basic issues related to socia cohesion,
coexistence, and patterns of coexistencein
society. This study was completed in three
stages. a qualitative stage, a quantitative
stage, and the stage of supplementing the
national research. Its completion required
the drafting of 24 reports, organizing 40
seminars, and seeking the assistance of
more than 120 participants, including
research associates, some of whom were
PhD students. The study concluded that
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needs of local communities, and in rela-
tive independence of the authority and
administration of governments and states,
not to mention the impact of the private
sector®. Others define them as any society
that is somewhat independent from the
direct supervision and administration of
the state, and is characterized by inde-
pendence, autonomous organization, indi-
vidua and collective initiative, as well as
voluntary work activities aimed at serving
the public interest and defending the rights
of vulnerable groups®.

Habermas, on the other hand, defines
them as all organizations that work volun-
tarily and outside the framework of the
government, articulating a group of inter-
ests, and affirming the idea of public good.
As such, they include unions, federations,
socia movements, and religious entities
that operateindependently fromtheadmin-
istration of governments®. Faleh Abdul-
Jabbar identifies several approachesto the
nature of civil society. The first approach
isahistorical economic approach from the
German and English schools, which see
civil society as a commercial-capitalist
society inwhich economic activity ispara
mount. The second approach, the classic
French approach, sees civil society as a
community of intermediary institutions,
and this approach derives from social and
economic formations. The third approach
sees civil society as a public sphere for
marketing, monitoring, and protecting
various interests by cultural institutions®.
Social Cohesion

The concept of social cohesion is a
hybrid work that falls within many human
disciplines such as sociology, politics,

development, and psychology. It denotes
the continuous process of community
development using shared values, coop-
eration in facing common challenges, and
equal opportunities in one society based
on a sense of trust and hope for coexis-
tence and reciprocity among citizens®.

Social cohesion isan important feature
in any form of societies and organiza-
tions, as interest in it has increased in
contemporary societies, being a charac-
teristic of stable societies, which enjoy a
high degree of harmony, or that encourage
mutual support among its members®. In
addition, it includes values and princi-
ples that aim to ensure that individuals
live in society without discrimination
and on equal terms in social, economic,
and political rights. It is also one of the
concepts that always remind us of the
need to belong collectively, and recog-
nize any kind of marginalization, exclu-
sion, or inequality™.

Many sociologists have addressed
this concept. First among them was Ibn
Khaldun who said, “Society and its civi-
lization cannot rise and emerge into exis-
tence through the scattered efforts of their
members. An individual who intuitively
understands his means of livelihood must
perforce understand the need for group
cohesion and cooperation, for it is not
within the capacity of every person to
provide for himsel f11.”

French sociologist Emile Durkheim in
turn studied the state of social solidarity
in French society and was able to clas-
sify socia solidarity into “mechanical
solidarity” and “organic solidarity.” The
former is characterized by the presence of



Objectives of the Study

This study aims to identify: 1) the
reality of social cohesion in Iragi society
after displacement; 2) the role of civil
society in promoting social cohesion in
Iragi society; 3) mechanismsand programs
for promoting social cohesion in post-dis-
placement societies.

| mportance of the Study

Theimportance of thisstudy istwofold:
the “epistemological” aspect, which
explores the role played by non-gov-
ernmental institutions with an effective
influence in society. In this context it is
important to elicit and interpret the recip-
rocal relationship between civil society
organizations and the promotion of social
cohesion with the purpose to extract some
hypotheses and theoretical approaches
that to achieve a more comprehensive
study. Thiswill be obtained with the intent
the sociological analysis with qualitative
studies that shed light on issues affecting
the core of society. The second aspect is
represented in the “applied importance”
reflected in the application of these
concepts on the ground and the identifica-
tion of the role of these organizations in
promoting social cohesion.

M ethodology

Thisstudy fallswithin the framework of
descriptive/analytical studies that attempt,
through some methodological field tools,
to describe the actual reality of the studied
phenomenon, to infer the results and data
inthefield and theory, inductively fromthe
field data, deductively from the theoretical
framework of the study, and by depending
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on the basic tools of the study represented
by the questionnaire and direct interviews.

As for the study sample, we chose the
“smple random sample?®” applied to
different groups of community members
during the time period from January 15,
2022, to February 23, 2022, in three Iraqi
governorates: Anbar, Nineveh, and Salah
Al-Din. The samplesizewas 310 maleand
femal e respondents.

As for the theoretical framework, |
relied on the “conflicted rules theory” to
interpret the variables of the study to give
an answer to some questions and move
from theory to redity, and from redlity
to theory. This approach will give me
the opportunity to discussing the results
of the study and formulate some prac-
tical programs for the promotion of social
cohesion.

Study Related Concepts
Civil Society Organizations

The emergence of civil society orga-
nizations is a societal reaction to the
wars and crises witnessed by some
societies, especially after the First and
Second World Wars. These organizations
emerged from the womb of the United
Nations founded in 1945. John Ehrenberg
argues that the concept of civil society is
so vague and elastic that it is unidentifi-
able, so much so that it does not easily
lend itself to accuracy®.

The opinions of researchersand schools
differ on the specific definition of the
concept of civil society organizations.
Some define them as all social, economic,
political, and cultural organizations that
work in various fields to meet the urgent
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resolving internal conflicts, narrowing down differences, accepting others, building
bridges of solidarity, and reintegrating members of society. Accordingly, this study
presents a number of questions, the most important of which are: How does social
cohesion in Iraqi society look like after eight years after the crisis due to internal
displacement? Do civil society organizations have an effective role in promoting
social cohesion in Iraqi society? What are the most prominent mechanisms of civil
society in promoting social cohesion? What are the most prominent threats to social
cohesion in Iraqi society?
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Introduction

It is no secret to those who keep an eye on social cohesion in Iraqi society
after the displacement crisis and the armed conflicts with terrorist organizations
from 2013 to 2018 that it has reached an unprecedented low. These events cast a
shadow on social conditions in general, and on social cohesion after the outbreak of
violence accompanied by many crimes and violations based on clan, religious and
national foundations, and cases of revenge, treason accusations, and the demolition
and burning of homes during and after displacement despite the imposition of the
martial law. All these aspects continue to affect the stability of society and constitute
a major obstacle for the return of many displaced families to their original areas,
and the achievement of acceptable levels of human development.

These developments and other forms of internal conflict, once unknown to
Iragi society, were a primary motive for the mobilization of many civil society
organizations to work on building projects and programs that enhance social
cohesion and heal the rift that afflicted the communities®. Reconsidering the
establishment of stability and the consolidation of social cohesion in areas that
witnessed internal conflicts of a clan and religious nature, which left thousands
of dead and wounded, and millions displaced and missing, is not an easy task as
it requires concerted local and international efforts to restore stability. Local and
international organizations took it upon themselves this complex task which aims
to change the conflictual social behavior and turn it into a positive social behavior
acceptable to all. At the same time, these organizations are trying to peacefully
resolve internal conflicts, providing opportunities for development and social
welfare, and coordinating among the components of society in order to narrow
down their differences.

Therefore, this study will assess the role of civil society organizations in promoting
social cohesion in lraqgi society eight years after the displacement. This assessment
will be based on the possibility of identifying the role of these organizations in
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Abstract

Social cohesion as well as societal peace
in areas that witnessed displacement and
armed conflict in Irag has always been fragile
especially after the outbreak of violence,
revenge, clan, and ethnic conflicts. This called
for the intervention of civil society organizations
to implement programs and projects to
strengthen cohesion and restore stability in
those areas. This study aims to identify the
role of civil society organizations in promoting
social cohesion in Iraqi society after the 2014
wave of displacement. This research relies on
the descriptive analytical approach through the
application of the questionnaire tool on 310
respondents from three Iragi governorates:
Nineveh, Anbar, and Salah Al-Din, as well
as using the theory of “conflicted rules” as an
explanatory framework for the variables of the
study. The study reached several results, the most
important of which is the perseverance of the
weakness in social relations among members of
the single communities due to the displacement
and to the presence of terrorist organizations that
constitute a constant threat to social cohesion
in Iraqi society. On the other hand, the research
showed that material support, such as grants,
humanitarian aid, psychological support, and
social support, are the most important factors
promoting social cohesion.

Keywords: social cohesion, aid, conflicted
rules, displacement, Iraqi society
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Recommendations
e There should be a global commit-

ment to mitigate high temperatures
to well below 2 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels.

An emergency plan should be
taken into account in cities that
are adversely affected by climate
variability such as rising or falling
temperatures.

Encouraging reforestation, and
preventing excessive logging and
deforestation.

Engaging local administrations and
civil society institutions by acti-
vating their awareness role in miti-
gating the effects of climate change,
as well as supporting the interna-
tional engagement with the issue of
global warming, whether through
United Nations conferences, meet-
ings, and other conferences of global
organizations.

Increased attention to everything that
would contributeto the advancement
of environmental education, envi-
ronmental awareness, and commu-
nity adaptation to climate change, to
provide people with environmental
education through which they are
aware that their relationship to their
environment must be based on posi-
tivity, belonging, and integration,
making them part of a harmonious
environmental fabric.

» Further studies, research, and effec-

0

Environmental Disasters
Prospects of Forecasting and Certainty of Occurrence

tive plans should be conducted to
address climate change disasters.
The need for al individuals, groups,
and local, regional, and global
governmental and private bodies to
volunteer to protect the planet from
environmental imbalances.

Public awareness of environmental
problems that disrupt environmental
balance is amust.

To draw the attention of local and
globa authorities and bodies to
environmental dilemmas and their
conseguences to make the necessary
decisions to overcome and address
them.

Encouraging  effective  impact
that can change unfair behavioral
patterns in the environment.

Raising awareness among all people
about the right decision to address
climate change and the need to
participate in environmental conser-
vation.

Awaken human sense, and strengthen

noble values and right trends in
dealing with the environment and its
resources.

Demand the authorities to enact
and activate local and globa envi-
ronmental protection laws, and
not tolerate accountability for all
breaking them.

Publication of preventive measures to

prevent human activities that exac-
erbate global warming.
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was hot enough to save them from global
warming, and more efforts and support
must be made for small island States,
less developed countries, and vulnerable
parties most affected by the climate.

The Paris Convention focused on
mitigation because developing countries
needed more time to reduce emissions,
and the Paris Conference recognized that
the issue of climate change was a collec-
tive, international responsibility that had
to take into account inequality according
to the capacities of each state, the commit-
ment of each State to develop a creative
strategy that would cause minor green-
house gas emissions, and the commitment
of industrialized countries to facilitate
the transfer of technology to other coun-
tries, particularly to help them to adapt
to the decarbonized economy. It should
be noted that most of the reasons for the
differences raised at conferences from the
Kyoto Protocol to the Paris Agreement
lie behind the economic interests of some
States, while for other States it means
guaranteeing their survival and avoiding
the damage of climate change. Devel-
oped and industrialized countries are
opposing global warming to preserve their
economic interests and sovereignty, while
island states, developing and less polluted
nations seek to keep their peoples and
states safe. Despite all these international
attempts to resolve the climate issue, the
planet’ssafe bordersare still on hold, and a
new report raised the alarm after it showed
that current levels of climate ambition are
far from putting the world on a path that
meets the goals of the Paris Agreement.
Although most countries have exagger-

ated their ambition to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, the combined impact puts
them on the path to reducing emissions by
only 1% by 2030 compared to 2010 levels,
according to the report.

Climate change is a real and tangible
phenomenon that requires effective,
rapid, and global efforts because the crisis
IS not environmental but humanitarian
and requires a return to the true essence
people who bear responsibility for the
other. Future generations have the right to
natural resources and the right to live in
peace on the planet. Therefore, if thereis
no decisive and rapid international action
to reduce emissions, future generations
will bear the worst of climate change.

Study Results

Scientists and researchers disagree on
global warming, with a group supporting
it and warning of its devastating conse-
guences, and another team sees the
opinion of its supporters as baseless
delusions. This phenomenon continues
to raise concern because of increased
greenhouse gas emissions which will
heat the Earth and increase its tempera-
ture by two to five degrees according to
the more optimistic climate scenarios
to more pessimistic ones. Moreover,
increased greenhouse gases encapsu-
late the Earth with a cover that allows
sunlight to reach the planet and prevents
part of it from returning to space and
trapping it within the planet, absorbing
part of these rays, and the amount of
excess heat absorbed by the Earth raises
the surface temperature above normal
and prevents climate imbalances.



Summit in 1992, the EU-U.S. confronta-
tion was raised for Washington to signifi-
cantly reduce emissions. Despite its ratifi-
cation, the Kyoto Protocol, it failed to meet
its goal of reducing global greenhouse gas
emissions by 5.2% during the period from
2008 to 2012. The failure was due to the
U.S. Senate's refusal to implement it, as
well as the refusal of the United States of
America and some other countries, such as
Australia, to sign the Protocol. Because of
the failure of this Conference as aresult of
thelack of commitment of theparties, it was
urgent to seek to reduce greenhouse emis-
sions. Conferences to this purpose were
held: the 13th session of the Conference of
the Parties in Bali, Indonesia in 2007, and
then the United Nations Climate Change
Conference, Copenhagen 2009, which was
hosted by the Government of Denmark.
and affirmed respect for human rights,
the ecosystem, and the right of States to
self-determination, and that humanitarian
solidarity wasthe way to save the earth, but
this conference did not set binding targets
or a timetable for the achievement of the
goals, which was described as a status
non-binding declaration.

Other conferences were aso held:
the Cancun Conference in Mexico in
2010, Durban in South Africa in 2011,
the Doha conference in Qatar in 2012,
Warsaw Conference in Poland in 2013,
and Lima conference in Peru in 2014. At
all these conferences -- up to the Paris
Convention -- there were several points
of contention. In Durban, the idea of
a legal mechanism that would bind all
parties without reference to developed
or developing countries was put forward,
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causing a clear disagreement between
developing and developed countries on
emission mitigation efforts. Developed
countries demanded from the devel oping
countries, which were allowed by the
Kyoto Protocol to be more flexible in
emissions, to begin mitigation actions as
a precondition for further commitments.
The Copenhagen Conference proposed
a bottom-up approach, meaning that all
parties should determine the level of their
efforts and provide reassurance, but the
parties failed to reach a fair division of
efforts, fearing that other countries would
back down in their commitments. More-
over, at the Lima Conference, Brazil, and
New Zealand called for stricter commit-
ments in developed countries, with
greater flexibility for developing coun-
tries, provided that they gradually pursue
mitigation action until they reach the
possible mitigation as that of developed
countries.

With many countries at the Bali,
Copenhagen, and Cancun conferences
calling for a long goa of reducing the
Earth’s temperature to 2 degrees Celsius
to activate the Framework Convention,
many island states and less developed
countries have objected to this goal, as
the two degrees will not be enough to
protect them from climate impacts. At the
Cancun conference, the parties acknowl-
edged that more than 2 degrees Celsius
should be reduced after they realized the
need to strengthen a long-term global
goal, and a periodic review from 2013 to
2015 of that goal was approved. In 2013,
specialists submitted their final report,
explaining that reducing 2 degrees Celsius
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nology analyst at the U.S. Department of
the Interior. On the other side, some skep-
tics argue that greenhouse gases are very
effective in keeping the planet warm, that
hotter land will be better for humankind,
and the Green Land Society, established
by electricity utilities and the U.S. fossil
fuel suppliers, advocates the optimistic
view of awarmer land.

Vijay V. Vaitheeswaran, a proponent of
global warming theory, responds to opti-
mists about the hottest earth sarcastically
arguing that if it is so, everyone should
celebrate the coming good in a warmer
world, and he argues that the advantages
claimed by optimists “if true” will benefit
some people, while the disadvantages will
end the lives of others. The sea-level rise
that will sink the Maldives could turn part
of New Jersey into distinctive beaches,
Arctic shipping lanes that freeze during
winter will becomeimpassabl ethroughout
the year, ice-like melting occurs in Sibe-
rian ports that have been operating for
only a few months each year, and cold
winter dwellers will enjoy warm nights
with reducing heating hills.

Generally speaking, the emerging
controversy over disaster consideration
can be summed in three perspectives:

The first perspective indicates that
disasters are kind of divine punishment;
this trend feeds that religious stories are
full of people who have experienced the
scourge of disasters as a divine punish-
ment for their disbelief and corruption, and
the supporters of this belief are directed
toward religious reform, but the disadvan-
tage liesin leaving scientific research and
laxity in its request.

The second perspective considers
disasters as a frequent natural phenom-
enon that should be subjected to scien-
tific investigation only, without giving
any respect to aspects of religious reform,
but also to modifying human behavior. Its
shortcomings need not be clarified.

The third perspective, which we try
to reflect in this study, aims to moderate
the two previous perspectives without
encroaching on each other, recognizing
above al that death and survival, disaster
and safety, conciliation and failure are in
the hands of Allah, who created every-
thing as much.

Addressing Climate Change

When trying to address the issue
of “climate change”, internationa
constraints must be taken into account.
For example, at the Berlin Conference
in 1995, which was held to follow up on
the 1992 Rio Summit with the purpose
of issuing a document as the basis for
the next conference in Tokyo, the clash
between developed and devel oping coun-
tries dominated, as stated in the docu-
ment of this conference: theindustrialized
countrieswill set specific goalsin the next
phase of planetary climate regulations,
and developing countries are committed
to restrictions. Although this result is fair
about the emissions ratios of developed
to developing countries, and as measured
by the difference in potential between the
Global North and the Globa South, this
distinction of responsibility has become a
battleground in climate change policies.

At the Kyoto Conference entitled
‘Pledge Action Plan’ at the Rio Earth



talist”, mocked global warming and its
future impact, concluding that the world
Isdoing well.

Supporters of global warming include
Albert Arnold *Al’ Gore, who isan Amer-
ican science teacher, businessman, envi-
ronmentalist, and the 45th former Vice
President of the United States under Pres-
ident Bill Clinton from 1993 to 2001. He
founded several non-profit organizations,
including the Alliance for Climate Protec-
tion, and won the Nobel Peace Prize for
his climate change activity in 2007. His
most important work is “An Inconve-
nient Truth”, a2006 American documen-
tary film to educate people about global
warming according to his estimates, and
throughout the movie, * Al’ Gore discusses
the scientific opinion on global warming,
as well as the present and future effects
of global warming and stresses that global
warming “isreally not a political issue, so
much as amoral one.”

This film resonated widely, making
global warming a crucial issue for many
Americans, holding everyone responsible
for the disasters that global warming can
cause, after the Kyoto Protocol failed to
reduce the high greenhouse gas emissions
by 5.2 % during the period from 2008 to
2012, dueto the refusal of some countries
to sign the protocol. Further exacerbating
the issue is the continued efforts of global
warming skeptics, for example, a French
conference held in 2009, which included
specialists opposed to Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports.
A protest note was issued by the Univer-
sity of Virginiain response to its findings
and a Canadian note warning of itsresults.

Environmental Disasters
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The Cancun Climate Change Conference
in Mexico falled in 2010 due to a dispute
between the Global South and the Euro-
pean Union. A conference was held in
Paris with a group of climate skepticsin
response to the Marrakech climate confer-
ence. The climate summits concluded
with recommendations requiring the
Global North, particularly the European
Union, to providetechnical, financial, and
economic assistance to the Countries of
the Global South to compensate for what
they aretrying to impose on theminterms
of fundamental adjustmentsto production
methods to mitigate global warming, and
differences have arisen in internationa
relations. At the same time, as EU coun-
triestried to persuade the Global South to
receive counterbalances to low economic
growth rates, the United States turned
against the European Union, declaring that
it would not contribute to reducing green-
house gas emissions, President Donald
Trump declared that global warming is a
Chinese hoax aimed at hitting his coun-
try’s economy, and since then Donad
Trump became one of the world’'s most
famous political climate skeptics.
Whether the motives for questioning
the issue of global warming end up in
specia interests, international policies, or
views supported by scientific opinionsand
future expectations, opposing visions have
several tendencies to refute the theory.
Some of these trends indicate that warn-
ings from global warming advocates are
nothing more than precautionary measures
that will destroy the globa economy, and
supporters of this trend are Indur Godur
M. Goklany, a political science and tech-
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regions. Also, inhisbook “ TheVanishing
Face of Gaia: A Final Warning: Enjoy
[t While You Can”, the British ecolo-
gist James Lovelock identified some of
the areas that would be habitable under
warming, namely the northern regions
of Canada, Scandinavia, and Siberia,
because they were not affected by ocean
rise, as well as some oases on continents,
particularly those in mountainous areas.

In hisbook “ The Maldives: A Nation
in Peril”, the third President of the
Maldives, Maumoon Abdul Gayoom,
highlighted an environmental disaster that
occurred in April 1978, when he and his
companions were hit by powerful waves
and thrown into the sea. At that time, he
did not fear for his own safety, but for the
future of his country in peril because of
the pollution produced by the industri-
alized world. The sea level around these
low islands is constantly increasing, most
of their territory is less than three feet
above sea level, so if the oceans rise by
only two feet or so in this century when
the world predicts climate change, this
country will disappear.

Thebiggest problem that makesclimate
change a future disaster is the extent of
the warming of the planet asforecasted by
many climate scientists. Thisphenomenon
will involve much of the Earth’s popula
tion. In hisbook “Worldsin the M aking:
TheEvolution of theUniverse”, Swedish
scientist Svante Arrhenius explained that
carbon dioxide emitted from burning fuel
would trap the heat of the sun and prevent
it from returning to space in the same way
as greenhouse glass panels. After Arrhe-
nius, a trend emerged among scientists

that continued to grow as temperatures
rose, and disasters became more frequent
due to the increase of greenhouse gas
emissions, including carbon dioxide,
methane, and nitrous oxide.

Other more moderate trendsreckon that
the increase in the planet’s temperature is
exclusively manmade, but they are caused
by a combination of events, most notably
the “Sunspot Cycle”, during which the
sun’s output changes by about 0.1%,
and solar output changes over longer
periods, ranging from hundreds to tens
of thousands of years, cooling the planet,
warming it, and affecting the modification
of the effects of greenhouse gases emitted
by human activities. Volcanic eruptions
may have an impact on Earth’s climate
change, as they release huge amounts of
sulfur dioxide and other sulfur gases into
the stratosphere, and these gases may
have an impact on reducing solar radia-
tion reaching Earth.

Skeptics of Climate Change

Despite the overwhelming consensus
among many scientists that the planet will
worsen if it does not reduce greenhouse
gasemissions, thereisatendency to ques-
tion this, and even describe it as nonsense
and deception, at a time when severd
scientists, politicians, and environmental
and climate activists known as climate
skeptics, including French geochemist and
geophysicist Claude Allégre, published
a book entitled “L’imposture Clima-
tiqgue’ (The Climate Fraud) in 2010, the
French Benoit Rito, who in the same year
published thebook “ Climatelllusion”, and
the Danish statistician Bjern Lomborg, in
his book “ The Skeptical Environmen-



flee their land because of conflicts over
scarce resources, with huge population
movements expected as aresult of desert-
ification and widespread resource deple-
tion, which, according to Filippo Grandi
(Commissioner of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees), may
necessitate investment in preparedness
efforts to aleviate future protection needs
and avoid further displacement caused by
climate change.

Scientists and Climate Change

Are we on the brink due to climate
change? This is the question echoed by
climate scientists in the presence of warn-
ings of severe climate changes on the
planet. Due to the seriousness of devas-
tating climate disasters, scientists had
to turn their attention to climate change
resulting from globa warming caused by
rising greenhouse gas emissions. Despite
its seriousness, not al scientists and
researchers agreed on global warming,
and in opposition to a group supporting
the phenomenon and warning of its
devastating future consequences, another
one emerged and saw a baseless delusion
in the situation of supporters. This oppo-
sition group argued that climate change
was anatural evolutionary matter that was
not a cause for concern for the future, and
some opponents were optimistic about
increased CO2 emissions and the hottest
earth to see that hotter land was better
for humankind and that higher atmo-
spheric concentrations of carbon dioxide
increased plant productivity.

According to theresearcher, theseemis-
sions have serious risks leading to disas-
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ters and crises. Although climate change
has been the subject of tremendous efforts
by researchers in this field committed to
developing appropriate mechanisms to
reduce itsimpacts and mitigate its scourge,
it continues. The last four years have been
hotter, and the effects of climate change
have been observed. Is it time for stake-
holders to move quickly to reduce carbon
emissions? Our planet is particularly chal-
lenged by the phenomenon of climate
change, which results in life-threatening
disasters in many regions of the world.
Climate change affects temperatures,
wind, and rain, due to severa causes, the
most important of which ishuman activity.
This started with the industrial revolution,
where industrial development polluted
the environment through factory emis-
sions, resulting in global warming or the
so-called greenhouse effect. Since no two
persons disagree that the earth’s tempera-
tureisrising; the difference liesin whether
the warming we are currently witnessing
is anatural shift in the direction of global
temperature, or whether it is caused by
human activities since the industria revo-
lution found a firm foothold.

Supportersof Climate Change

Of great concern is scientists' expec-
tations of what the future of the planet
will be as a result of worsening planetary
warming and human inability to control it.
In his book entitled “ Global Warming:
The Complete Briefing” (2004) by John
T. Houghton, the British physicist argues
that the intensification of the climate
crisiswill engulf the entire world, and the
greatest climate changewill beinthepolar
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period of time in which most normal and
extreme weather events occur. There is
also a difference between climate vari-
ability and climate change. Climate vari-
ability meansthat weather conditionsvary
from year to year or over ashort period of
time. An important example is the amount
of rainfall that remained stable for the last
30 years during the climatic period esti-
mated by the World Meteorological Orga-
nization for at least 30 years and whose
current variability dueto climate changeis
causing damaging effects on agriculture.
Climate change can be observed with
the occurrence of floods, droughts, and
storms. According to Wikipedia, climate
change is “any significant and long-term
change in the weathering rate, occurring
to aparticular area, can include the weath-
ering rate, the rate of precipitation, and
the state of the wind.” According to the
United NationsFramework Conventionon
Climate Change, “ climate change directly
attributable to human activity leading to
change in atmospheric composition”. Or
it isadisturbancein the Earth’s climate as
the planet warms and natural phenomena
change temperatures, rainfall, snow,
wind gusts, vegetation degradation, and
ecological diversity. Other scientists see
climate change as“arisein land tempera-
ture, oceans, and the atmosphere.” There
are two interpretations of climate change.
One says that it is likely to occur in the
future caused by global warming, and the
other consider it as anormal phenomenon
and not a cause for concern. However, it
has been scientifically proven that climate
change distorts and destroys the beauty of
the planet, asit happened in the Maldives,

where large parts of its coral reefs disap-
peared in 1997 and 1998 due to the El
Nifio climate phenomenon that has been
hitting these islands for decades.

Asylum and Climate Change
Climate change has serious conse-
guences also because it worsens refugees
situation. IDPsareat theforefront of people
affected by climate-related emergencies.
The United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that many
of them live in “climatic hotspots’ and
usually lack the resources to adapt to an
increasingly powerful environment, where
successive effects of successive climate
change crises affect already destitute
communities and |eave them with no room
for recovery. Are people entitled to seek
asylum if the consequences of climate
change overlap with armed conflict and
violence?To answer thisquestion, theterm
“climate refugees’ has not been accepted
by the UNHCR, however, it mentions
that there are “displaced persons in the
context of disasters and climate change”.
Climate change also causes the increasing
of the rate of displacement, the worsening
of IDPs' living conditions and hindering
their return to their homes. At the same
time, it increases the scarcity of limited
natural resources, such as drinking water,
in many refugee-hosting regions of the
world. The increased severity of extreme
weather events, such as heavy ranfal,
prolonged drought, desertification, or
others, displaces more than 20 million
people from their homes to other areas
of their countries each year. Throughout
history, many people have been forced to
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In recent years, there have been climate and environmental changes that have
seriously affected the entire planet. When we reflect on this, we realize that the
problem is complex and requires a rapid and collective action involving all nations
of the world to avoid the worsening of the already fragile climate situation. We
must be aware that ecosystems are proceeding with extreme accuracy beyond
man’s mind, and they are found for his sake. Thus, ecosystems must be preserved.
For thousands of years, humanity lived in his environment, respecting it, following
it, and fearing it as much as he relied on it for his livelihood. It was only later, with
the discovery of agriculture, that he moved he began to notice its phenomena o
adapt his agricultural activities. It was then that the first civilizations were born,
and the first cities appeared.

Since human beings began to control nature, they realized that ecosystems can
be tamed, and their eternal systems can be managed. With the industrial revolution
humanity entered a new phase of overexploitation of its natural resources and
ecosystems began to deteriorate. The environment raised the alarm to enhance
communication with humanity, but man’s relationship with his environment
seemed to be hostile; As a result, cities were covered by black clouds of fumes
caused by fuel combustion, diseases and epidemics resulting from air, water, and soil
pollution have spread, rainfall patterns have changed, droughts and desert storms
have increased, desertification has expanded, ice has melted, beaches have eroded,
and climate ranges have budged. Several other signs of ecosystem disruption and
severe climate change caused by rising greenhouse gases prompted scientists and
researchers to study the phenomenon to address it.

Weather and Climate Change of minutes or a few hours to days, the

There is a difference between weather  average time ranges for most of them is
and climate. Weather is the prevalling 3to 4 days, and it is constantly changing.
atmosphere situation, with a time range  Climate is weather conditions over along
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Abstract

Climate changes threaten the economic
growth of states and the lives of peoples, as
they cause devastation, floods, tropical storms,
desertification, drought, or other climate crises.
All this casts a dark shadow over the planet
and put it at risk. Nearly 4 billion people were
affected by climate changes, according to the
International Organization for Migration (IOM),
forcing 245 million people to leave their homes
between 2008 and 2018. Hunger and malnutrition
are expected to worsen by up to 20 % by 2050,
especially after gas emissions reached record
levels without showing any sign of stopping.
From time to time, we see sudden shifts in the
various weather patterns and high temperatures
due to increased greenhouse gas emissions. To
mitigate the consequences of climate change
disasters, international cooperation to halve
greenhouse gases by 2030 and achieve Net Zero
by 2050 must be strengthened. It is important to
raise awareness of the seriousness of the planet’s
damage and to intensify partnership within all
sectors to provide funding for the implementation
of environmental protection. At the same time,
it is necessary to activate strategies against any
threats, integrating the problem of climate into
poverty eradication strategies and programs.
Environmental imbalances resulting from climate
change should be addressed as a key priority and
legal commitment.

Keywords: Disasters, Climate Change,
Greenhouse Gases, Net Zero, Weather
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Supporting the livelihoods of refu-
gees contributes to reducing conflict and
repairing the economic life of affected
communities, in addition to motivating
refugeesto cover part of their living costs.
| believethat my findings can prompt orga-
nizations and governments to pay more
attention to vocational training and other
entrepreneurship and capacity building
programs, which will positively reflect
on the ability of refugees to be involved
in meaningful and sustainable programs
to improve their standard of living by
increasing their income and enhancing
their food security. The researcher hopes
that this paper will add new knowledge
to research in crisis and emergency Situ-
ations and suggest solutions to drive miti-
gation, particularly on host countries. The
researcher also reckonsthat this study will
be useful to the many stakeholder groups,

international, and local organizations
operating in Turkey, Syrian refugees in
Turkey, Turkishinstitutions, policy makers
related to Syrian refugees, academics and
researchers from the same field, study
centers and others interested in refugees.
Therefore, due to the importance of this
topic, future research should concentrate
on the aspect of empowerment that is
still potentialy controversia in this field
focusing on empowering refugee women,
especiadly in light of the change in their
role in the countries of asylum, where
they entered the labor market to help with
the burdens of the home and improve the
standards of living. Thisarticle focused on
vocational training and entrepreneurship
skills training because of their clear value
in creating job opportunities for refugees
and mitigating their negative effects on
host communities.
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showed that technical and vocational
training programs led to the development
of participants skills, especially those
with previous experience, which led to
extensive use of professionally and tech-
nically trained human resources in the
labor market. This is consistent with the
results of studies conducted by Ahmed
(2019) and Jabbar & Zaza (2016), which
confirmed that providing refugees with
skills through vocationa programs leads
to positive results, such as improving
nutrition, poverty reduction, and exploita-
tion of all kinds. And the study shows that
with modest funds a lot can be done to
alleviate the problemsof refugeesand give
them hope and opportunities for a better
life. However, vocationa training was
not given the highest priority among the
activities implemented by humanitarian
organizations, and better targeting would
be through the formulation of clear goals.
| dentifying the target groups will facilitate
this process and support the expansion of
the implementation of these programs as
confirmed in Lyby’s study (2002).

Finally, despite the negative percep-
tion toward refugees, they can in the long
run make a significant contribution to the
host economies and be of great benefit to
these societies. The results of the anal-
ysis show the positive impact of entre-
preneurship programs on the livelihoods
of refugees, and this confirms my fourth
hypothesis (H4), which states that there is
a gignificant impact of entrepreneurship
programs on the livelihoods and sustain-
ability of refugees. As the results of this
study showed, most refugees are willing
to participate in economic activities, and

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

that a large number of them are equipped
with marketable skills and have taents
that enable them to engage in commercial
activity. And there is an urgent need for
such programsto help refugee small entre-
preneurs overcome the challenges that
prevent them from engaging in commer-
cial activities, and thisis confirmed by the
results of some studies such as Kachkar
(2019), Almohammad, et al, 2021b, and
Nayak et al (2019).

All the empowerment programs that
support and develop human capital this
paper focused on and their accessibility,
have had a positive impact on supporting
and enhancing the sustainability of the
livelihoods of Syrian refugees in Turkey
in general. Therefore, training opportu-
nities supported by organizations, free
education, and all forms of training are
very important. It positively affects the
sustainability of livelihoods and reduces
refugees dependence on humanitarian
aid in the long term. Of course, this is
in addition to many other factors that
affect livelihoods already highlighted in
many studies.

Theoretical and Practical |mpli-
cations and Suggestions

Designing integrated programs for
economic and social empowerment aswell
as preparing an integrated plan and devel-
oping an empowerment guideline can be
a good basis to support and enhance refu-
gees confidence and self-reliance, which
drivesthesustainability of their livelihoods
to offset and reduce the economic burdens
of refugees on the host community, espe-
cidly in protracted refugee situations.
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lenges. These policies have affected the
refugees’ livelihoods and their access to
essential assets. Turkey adopted a policy
of treating Syrian refugees as guests and
this was reflected in the refugees’ lives and
legal status, which, without a doubt, was
reflected in some way on the economic
aspect of their lives (Szatafiska, 2017).

Analyzing the results of the first hypoth-
esis (H1) found that there is an important
relationship between the refugees’ access
to educational and training opportunities
and the sustainability of their livelihoods.
The result showed that this relationship
has a positive impact, and therefore these
results support my hypothesis that access
to training and educational opportunities
has a significant effect of on the liveli-
hoods of refugees and their enhancement.
The result of the analysis confirms that
humanitarian organizations often provide
vocational education opportunities in
addition to the free education available by
the Turkish government and the plethora
of training programs and the continuous
organization of professional workshops
targeting refugee youth.

This result also shows the benefit of
many programs that aim to improve self-re-
liance opportunities, emphasizing the need
to adhere to quality standards for technical
and vocational education and training. In
addition, this result confirms the positive
impact of the certificates offered by orga-
nizations at the end of training programs
in the labor market, because having recog-
nized documents helps refugees to start
a business. In addition, having a good
knowledge of the country’s language is
another factor that contributes positively

to the sustainability of livelihoods, and
this result is consistent with the findings of
studies in this field (Perry & Hart, 2012;
John et al, 2014).

However, restrictions on access to
training vary according to government
policy, and refugees have to contend with a
variety of barriers. In Austria and Denmark,
governments with strong anti-immigra-
tion agendas have taken over, reducing
access and participation in education and
vocational training for asylum seekers and
refugees. At the same time, the German
government has introduced several inte-
gration measures for refugees in coop-
eration with employers with the aim of
making education and vocational training
more accessible (Jgrgensen, et al. 2021).

The results of the analysis confirm the
validity of the second hypothesis (H2),
which states that there is an impact of life
skills training programs on the sustain-
ability of the livelihoods of refugees,
which the United Nations recommended
to adopt in the field of refugee support
as confidence and capacity building
programs, decision-making, creative
problem solving, and effective commu-
ni-cation. All these have a positive impact
on the sustainability of livelihoods, and
this supports the promotion of self-reli-
ance and self-confidence. Refugees are
more prone to depression, low self-confi-
dence, anxiety, and loneliness, as indicated
by some studies (Yankey & Biswas, 2019).

Similarly, the positive impact of voca-
tional and technical training on their live-
lihoods and enhancing self-reliance was
shown, and this supports the validity of
the third hypothesis (H3), as the results
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After conducting the confirmatory
examination and verifying the suitability

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

of the model, the researcher examined the
hypotheses according to Table No. 7:

Table 7: Testing Study Hypotheses

Hypothesis Path Beta Coefficient T-Value P-Value Validity
H1 ATO===& SL 0,200 2,930 0,004 Supported
H2 ATO ===e& SL 0,128 1,972 0,048 Supported
H3 ATO===& SL 0,136 2,129 0,034 Supported
H4 ATO ===& SL 0,256 3,727 0,000 Supported***

** Significant at 0,01

Table 6 shows the results of the path
coefficient for aset of assumed relation-
ships among the latent variables, and the
resultsindicate a statistically significant
relationship between the independent
variables and the dependent variable.
First, Access to Training Opportuni-
ties (ATO) and livelihoods sustain-
ability, where Beta = 0.200, T-value =
2,930, P-value = 0.004, and this result
supports the first hypothesis (H1),
second: Life Skills Training Programs
(LSP) and Livelihoods Sustainability,
where Beta = 0.128, T-value = 1,972,
P-value = 0.048, and this result supports
the second hypothesis (H2), third: Voca-
tional Training Programs (VTP) and
livelihood sustainability, where Beta
= 0.136, T-value = 2,129, and P-value
0.034, and this result supports the third
hypothesis (H3), fourth: Entrepreneur-
ship Training Programs (ETP) and
livelihood sustainability, where Beta =
0.256, T-value = 3.727, and P-value =
0.000, and thisresult supports the fourth
hypothesis.

Discussion of Results

The international community is placing
increasing emphasis on the need to bridge
the humanitarian gap caused by refugee
and development requirements, but what
does this mean on the ground in terms
of refugees livelihoods? In addition to
shelter, water, food and education, refu-
gees (just like everyone el se) need produc-
tive work. Generating income to meet the
basic needs of the individual and provide
for the family is an essential human right.

Asylum seekers go through a very
complex procedure to become officially
recognized refugees. Suffice it to say that
these processes differ from country to
another and vary according to the policies
and capabilities of the states. During these
processes, the status and rights assigned to
the asylum seeker change. Turkey isamong
the countries that have taken in a large
number of Syrian refugees, and athough
Turkey has provided a safe haven for refu-
gees, these policies have aso contributed
to the complexity of the landscape due
to security concerns and structural chal-
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A structural equation modeling (SEM) was conducted to test the current study model

using AMOS software:

Figure2: Study Model Test
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Figure 2 shows the direct impact of
accessibility to training programs, life
skills training programs, technical and
vocational training programs, and entre-
preneurship training programs that Syrian
refugees receive on the sustainability of
their livelihoods.

The following table shows the criteria
related to the suitability of the study
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model. Table 6 showsthe appropriate indi-
catorsfor the study model, wherethevaue
of (CMIN/DF = 1,237) is less than 5; the
(RMR = 0.053) and (RMSEA = 0.045)
indicators were less than 0.08; indicators
(GFI =0.971), IFI =0.971 were more than
0.9; the indicators were PGFI = 0.709 and
PNFI = 0.789, above 0.50. All these indi-
cators are suitable.

Table 6: Study Model Suitability Indicators

‘ Indicators @ CMIN/Df RMR REMSEA CFlI IFI PGFI ‘ PNFI ‘
‘ Measured 1,403 0,053 0,045 0,971 0,971 0,709 0,789 ‘
‘Recommended <5 < 0,08 < 0,05 > 0,90 > 0,90 > 0,50 > 0,50
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Standard Load Squa.red Composite Ave_rage
. Multiple L Variance
Variable Item Factor . Reliability
SLE > 0.50 Correlation CR > 0.70 Extracted
' SMC > 0,30 ’ AVE > 0,50

LSP1 0,762 0,581
LSP2 0,822 0,673
LSP3 0,840 0,705

LSP LSP 4 0,842 0,709 0.977 0,635
LSP5 0,656 0,707
LSP6 0,607 0,368
VTP 1 0,910 0,828
VTP 2 0,930 0,866

VTP VTP 3 0,905 0,818 0,920 0,701
VTP 4 0,906 0,82
VTP5 0,841 0,707
ETP1 0,846 0,715
ETP2 0,904 0,818

ETP ETP3 0,868 0,753 0.924 0.753
ETP4 0,839 0,704
SL9 0,815 0,661
SL3 0,852 0,674

S SL6 0,821 0,726 0.905 0.706
SL1 0,813 0,665

To determine the state of the multiple
linear relationship between the indepen-
dent variables, the tolerance and variance
inflation factor tests were conducted, and
the results presented in Table 5 confirm
that all the variance values exceeded 0.05,
and that the values of theinflation variance
factor werelessthan 10. Thus, the condition

was fulfilled, and the values of the square
root AVE in each row was greater than the
correlation valueslisted in that row. There-
fore, these results confirm that sufficient
discriminatory validity has been achieved.
Moreover, thereare significant relationships
between the majority of the study variables
at the 0.01 level of significance.

Table 5: Degree of Correlation among Variables

** Significant at 0,01

Variables VIF<10 T>0,05 ATO ETP LSP VTP SL VAVE ‘
ATO 1,146 0,979 1 0,351** 0,114 0,022 0,307** 0,419
ETP 1,158 0,996 0,153* 0,22 **0,349 0,403
LSP 1,028 0,998 1 0,009 0,190** 0,491
VTP 1,001 0,982 0,147* 0,567

SL - - 1 0,498
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All items were loaded to a single factor
as recommended by Bish et a (2015) as
a corrective measure to determine the
common method bias (Harman's test), as
all items were loaded to a single common
factor through principal component anal-

ysis. The results in Table 3 show that
the cumulative variance was 25,102 %,
which is less than 50% so it was found
that combined method bias had no effect
on the data collected in this study.

Table 3: Common Method Variance (CMV)

Compounds Total Variance A\\?agiir:gs;e Total Variance é/%%ir:gg;e
1 6,275 25,102 25,102 6,275 25,102 25,102
2 4,259 17,036 42,137
24 0,122 0,489 99,619
25 0,095 0,381 100,000

Second: Confirmatory Factor
Analysis (CFA)

A CFA study was conducted to deter-
mine how representative the number of
variables measured for the constructs
were, and the reported results show that
all appropriate indicators were within the
satisfactory range, with SFL values greater
than 0.50. Moreover, the square multiple
correlation (SMC) values exceeded the

acceptablelevel of 0.30, and the composite
reliability (CR) values were higher than
0.70 asshown in Table 4:
ATO =0.916, LSP=0.977, VTP=0.920,
ETP=0.924, and SL = 0,905

This was confirmed by the Average
Variance Extracted (AVE) test, and all
combinations were above 0.50:
ATO=0,648, LSP=0,635, VTP=0,701,

ETP=0,753, SL = 0,706

Table 4: Results of Confirmatory Factor Analysis and Discriminant Analysis (CFA)

Standard Load Squa_red Composite Ave_rage
. Multiple - Variance
Variable Item Factor . Reliability
SLE> 050 Correlation CR > 070 Extracted
’ SMC > 0,30 ’ AVE > 0,50
ATO 1 0,621 0,386
ATO 2 0,570 0,325
ATO 3 0,857 0,735
ATO ATO 4 0,840 0,706 0.916 0.648
ATO 5 0,823 0,678 ’ ’
ATO 6 0,885 0,783
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All EFA conditions were met for
al factors by the table, and the table
also shows two tests that indicate the
appropriateness of the data. The first is
Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) is used to
measure the adequacy of sampling to
perform factor analysis and indicates the
percentage of variance in the variables

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

that may be caused by basic factors. The
value of KMO = 0.852, which is more
than the minimum acceptablevaluefor the
sufficiency of the sample (0.60), and the
second is Bartlett's test = 3818,164 with
significance (0.000 < 0.05). These results
confirm that the sample size is sufficient
for factor analysis:

Table 2: Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA)

Variable Item Load Factor Percer?tage of Eigen Value Expl_amed
Variance Variance
ATO 1 0,62 0,594
ATO 2 0,57 0,537
ATO 3 0,86 0,788
ATO ATO 4 0,84 0,711 4,259 16.012
ATO 5 0,82 0,715 ’ '
ATO6 0,88 0,758
LSP1 0,61 0,496
LSP2 0,76 0,682
P s os  ore
LSP5 0,84 0,745 3,576 17,533
LSP6 0,66 0,547
VTP 1 0,91 0,854
VTP 2 0,93 0,880
VTP VTP 3 0,90 0,862
VTP 4 0,91 0,867 2430 15,597
VTP5 0,84 0,783
ETP1 0,85 0,790
ETP ETP2 0,98 0,844
ETP3 0,87 0,810 2,031 12,883
ETP4 0,84 0,801
SL1 0,82 0,750
sL SL2 0,85 0,762
SL3 0,82 0,806 6,275 12,260
SL4 0,81 0,729

KMO Test = 0,852
Bartlett’s Test = 3818,164
Probability = 0,000
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Variable Category Frequency Percentage
None 35 17,2
Less than 5 44 21,7
5t09 64 31,5

Previous Experience
10to 15 21 10,3
More than 15 39 19,2
None 50 24,6
Less than 5 70 345
No. of Training St09 44 217
Courses 10to 15 16 7.9
More than 15 23 11,3
Less than 3 15 7,4
No. of Years in From 3t0 6 94 46,3
Asylum

More than 6 94 46,3

Table 1 above shows the demographic
characteristics of the study sample of
Syrian refugees in Turkey, where the
majority of the respondents were female
(70%). This high percentage may be an
indication of the tendency of refugee
women to enter the labor market and
search for empowerment opportunities,
the majority of the sample members are
above their twenties; most of them have
the appropriate educational qualifications
and good experience exceeding 5 years
for most of the respondents. However,
because most of the refugees work in
jobs that do not match their qualifica-
tions, there is a tendency to acquire new
skills demonstrated by the fact that most
of the respondents have attented training
programs.

Results of the Study

The researcher checked the suitability
of the study model using the SPSS-AMOS
program, by following thefollowing steps:
First: Analyzing Exploratory Factors

To determine the number of variables
in the current study, exploratory factor
analysis (EFA) was used for the study data
through SPSS-AMOS program. The result
consisted in fivefactors asfollows: Access
to Opportunities (ATO). This factor
consists of six items:. Life Skills Programs
(LSP), which aso consists of six compo-
nents, Vocational Training Programs
(VTP) with five components, and Entre-
preneurship Programs (ETP) with four
components; Sustainability of Livelihoods
(SL) consists of the four items illustrated
in Table No. 2.
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skills programs (L SP), which isthe second
variable, were measured with six different
phrasesthat express the extent of improve-
ment in the ability to make decisions,
building self-confidence, controlling
anxiety and stress, achieving effective
communication skills, building socia rela-
tionships, and developing creative abilities
to solve problems. The third variable is
the Vocational Training Programs (VTP)
expressed in five items that show the
new skills acquired by the beneficiary to
compete in the labor market and the extent
of the beneficiary’s satisfaction with the
outputs of these programs, their quality
and conformity with market needs. The
fourth independent variable are the Entre-
preneurship Programs (ETP) consisting of
four items indicating the ability to use the
acquired knowledge to develop ideas and
turnthem into projectsaswell asthe avail-
ability of seed funding for start-up projects
for refugee support organizations.

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

The second set includes the dependent
variable, whichisthe sustainability of live-
lihoods (SL). Tt consists of four items that
indicatetheability to devel op self-reliance,
improvement in sources of income gener-
ation, ability to access various sources of
financing, and peaceful coexistence with
the host community. The study variables
were measured based on the standards
found in some literature, as they were
formulated to suit the nature of this study
(Kachkar, 2019; Tomlinson & Egan, 2002;
Kamau & Mwenda, 2021; Omata, 2012;
Yankey & Biswas, 2019; Almohammad,
et a, 2021a; Almohammad, et al, 2021b;
Rohwerder, 2016).

Distribution of Sample Items
Accor ding to Demographic Variables

The frequencies and percentages of
the demographic variables (general) in
the survey form were calculated in order
to find out the distribution of the research
data according to these variables:

Table 1: Sample Distribution & Items

Variable Category
Male
Gender
Female
Less than 20
20to 29
Age
30to 39

40 and above
Iliterate
Primary
Educational Level Secondary
Tertiary

Graduate

Frequency Percentage
61 30,0
142 70,0
4 2,0
51 25,1
74 36,5
74 36,5
1 o)
19 9,4
67 33,0
109 53,7
7 3,4
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addition to the host community within
its three branches in Istanbul, Sanlurfa,
Gaziantep, where the number of trainees
during the foundation’s activity reached
5,636 Syrian refugees. Some programs
were directed to the host community to
encourage the integration process and
reduce tension. In addition to training
refugees, the Foundation lists the names
of those wishing to work, and their
number stood at 57,337. The number of
Syrian refugees employed was 22,351
either in companies or humanitarian orga-
nizations operating in the Turkish labor
market. A large number of refugees bene-
fited from the various programs of the
Foundation. For example, the number of
beneficiaries of vocational orientation
and counseling programs was 3,901, the
number of those who were employed as a
result of employment programs after the
end of training programs was 677, and
the number of beneficiaries of protection
programs and vocational and technical
training was 1,242. The Foundation also
trained 50 beneficiaries of entrepreneurial
ideas who were granted an important part
of the capital to start their pilot projects.
Fhe foundation is still following up on the
status of these projects.

The process of reaching the benefi-
ciaries was facilitated through those in
charge of the Foundation. An electronic
questionnaire was distributed through
social media groups that the institution
maintains for its beneficiaries. During the
specified period for data collection, the
researcher approached 203 respondents.
All responses were analyzed and used for
statistical analysis, using structural equa-

tion modeling (SEM) to determine the
relationship between the study’s variables.
M ethodology and Study Tool

The study relied on the quantitative
method of data collection. This method
allows generalization of the results and
the possibility of repeating the survey in
future research. An appropriate sample
was chosen for the study from the benefi-
ciaries of the programs of an organization
working in the three largest Turkish states
hosting the higher number of Syrian refu-
gees: Istanbul, Gaziantep, and Sanlurfa.

The questionnaire, was divided into

two parts:

e The first part contains descrip-
tive information about age, gender,
previous experiences, the number
of years in asylum, in addition to
the number of training courses the
refugee received.

» Thesecond part includes the study
variables, which were measured
based on the current standards found
in the research literature, which have
proven their reliability and validity,
and includes two sets of statements.

The first set includes, respectively,

the independent variables: the first vari-
able expresses the possibility of refugees’
access to training opportunities (ATO),
and it consists of six phrases that indicate
the organizations’ continued provision of
empowerment programs, free education
and training, the organization of targeted
workshops, the diversity of training pack-
ages offered by organizations, and the
quality of the training material and the
reliability of the certificates it grants to
the beneficiaries. While the different life
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obtained their degree in a country with
low educational standards, of English
language skills, of experience in the local
labor market, of skills to search for work
(Jackson & Bauder, 2014).

Study M odel and Hypotheses

Based on previous studies, the study
hypotheses are as follows:

Hypothesis 1. Refugees access to
training opportunities affects the sustain-
ability of their livelihoods.

Hypothesis 2: Life skills training
programs affect the sustainability of refu-
gees' livelihoods.

Figure 1: Study Model

Livelihood sustainability

Study M ethodology
Context of the Study

The current study aims at outlining
the impact of economic empowerment
programs implemented by some human-
itarian organizations for Syrian refugees
in Turkey with the purpose of promoting
self-relianceand building their livelihoods.
Within this context, and to achieve the
goal of the study, the researcher contacted
many organi zationsto obtain the necessary
data. These included the Saeed Charitable
Society, the Takaful Al-Sham Organiza-
tion, and the Rizk Professional Develop-

I\

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

Hypothesis 3: Vocational training
programs affect the sustainability of refu-

gees livelihoods.

Hypothesis  4: Entrepreneurship
programs affect the sustainability of refu-
gees' livelihoods.

Figure 1 illustrates the model of the
relationship between the independent
variables and the dependent variable.
The independent variables refer to the
empowerment programs provided by
humanitarian organizations working in
the field of refugees support and actors
inthisfield.

H1 Access to opportunities

\ocational training programs
Life skills programs

Entrepreneurship training programs

ment. These organizations contributed to
this research by providing important data
focusing on the beneficiaries of the Rizk
Professional Development, located in
Turkey. This institution is one of the first
organizations to provide empowerment
and employment services to Syrian refu-
geesin Turkey.

Rizk Professional Development,? a
non-profit organization established in
2014, offers a range of programs geared
towards relieving Syrian refugees, in

(1) All cited data were obtained from the records of the
foundation.
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did not exclude refugees and the forc-
ibly displaced, as sustainable livelihoods
arosein responseto the desireto verify the
extent to which individuals have adequate
and sustai nabl e access to resources, assets,
and ingtitutions that support their liveli-
hoods (Saleth & Swaminathan, 1993). The
concept of sustainablelivelihoodsincludes
capacity, equity, and sustainability, and
can be defined as a means of making a
living, using available assets and capabili-
ties, and livelihoods are sustainable when
they can deal with, recover from, or adapt
to stresses and shocks (Yang et al, 2018).

Inthe context of sustainablelivelihoods,
the ability to adapt to livelihood condi-
tions is an indicator of a family’s resil-
ience, and this capacity is often reflected
in the family’s strategies in which tangible
and intangible livelihood assets are used
to achieve their livelihood goals. This, of
course, callsfor the need to empower indi-
viduals, where empowerment means the
ability to take advantage of available live-
lihood opportunities and deal with stresses
and shocks that livelihood strategies may
face (Ding et a, 2018; Women's Refugee
Commission, 2009).

On the other hand, sustainability is
broadly defined as economic, social, and
environmental s. Economic sustainability
embodies the idea that livelihoods can
maintain a steady and predictable flow of
income that exceeds expenditures, while
social sustainability refers to the concept
of socia justice and the idea that al
people should have equal access to basic
needs and livelihoods to maintain human
dignity. Environmental sustainability
refers to the management of natura

resources to ensure a long-term produc-
tivity (Assan, 2014).

Livelihoods include different aspects,
such as capabilities and assets, including
physical and social resources as well as
activities required for livelihoods. Many
studies present different models of the
sustainable livelihoods framework most
of which focused on capital and sustain-
able livelihoods. Capital in livelihood
models consists of :

 Natural capital: the stock of
natural resources (soil, water, air)
and environmental services from
which flows of resources and
services useful for livelihoods are
derived.

* Financial capital: cash, savings,
human, and infrastructure invest-
ments that can be turned into
€ConomiC resources.

» Social capital: social networks and
social connections.

» Physical capital: the basic infra-
structure such as transportation,
shelter, and others.

 Human capital: the set of knowl-
edge, skills, competencies, and

capabilities that facilitate the
successful pursuit of livelihood
strategies.

These models aso play an important
role when the context of the study isthat of
poverty, vulnerability, or marginalization
(Chambers & Conway, 1992; Scoones,
1998; Carney et a, 1999). Therefore,
many of the problems that refugees and
migrants face in the labor market derives
from their lack of human capital due to
lack of education, since they possibly
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women in Jordan, for example, showed
that participantsin the vocational training
program felt their self-confidence and
self-esteem increased after joining this
program (Jabbar & Zaza, 2016). On the
other hand, empowering refugees in the
host country requires the design of skills
building programs to suit the needs of the
new labor market, toimprovetheir quality
of life, and to contribute to the economy of
the host country. All this can be achieved
only if theinstitutions operating in the host
country and their programs are officially
recognized by the host country. (Icduygu
& Diker, 2017). For example, most coun-
tries make tremendous efforts to stimu-
late entrepreneurship through companies
formation programs, the creation of an
entrepreneurial culture, business incuba-
tors, and other programs that drive the
generation of entrepreneurial, competitive
ideas. Besides, being an entrepreneur can
have great value in social life asatool for
creating income, independence, personal
growth, and satisfaction, which is basi-
cally the goal of these programs (Van
Gelderen & Jansen, 2006).

In most studies dealing with refugee
entrepreneurship as a new approach to
empowerment, the main focus is on the
challenges that refugee entrepreneurs
face. Although refugees can reflect a
strong entrepreneurial mindset, they often
struggle with understanding the local
market and language, accessing financial
resources, and building valuable socia
and economic networks (Fong et al, 2007;
Wauters & Lambrecht, 2008). As aresult,
refugees — after experiencing asylum and
its harsh conditions — need to rebuild

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

confidence and belief in their abilities,
an important factor in post-training resil-
ience. Therefore, we can assume that a
distinction must be made between people
who are more likely to overcome painful
adversitiesand peoplewho aremorelikely
to succeed as entrepreneurs (Marchand &
Dijkhuizen, 2018). In this context, refu-
gee-run organi zations that organize activi-
tiesaimed at enhancing refugees’ self-reli-
ance through livelihoods training can play
an important role in creating sustainable
livelihoods by expanding their access to
education, language, computer skills, and
vocational training courses. For example,
Easton-Calabria’'s study (2016) found
that knowledge of English has a positive
effect on refugees ability to find work
and providing certificates upon comple-
tion of training was found to be beneficial
in securing jobs for refugees.

In most cases, economic empower-
ment programs target young people with
agencies identifying beneficiaries who
receive vocational training. Once they
have learned the necessary skills, they can
sometimes be supported by capita and
soft loans to start businesses, while some
have been able to find work in the same
agencies upon completion of their studies
and training.

Sustainable Livelihoods
for Refugees

The Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG-8) provides for the promotion
of inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, employment, and decent work
for al as one of the world's development
priorities until 2030. Therefore, this trend
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as human capital (skilled labor), phys-
ical capital (improved infrastructure), and
financial capital (financial services such
as credit) remain a challenge. In light
of the foregoing, this study can attempt
to fill a research gap related to knowing
the extent of the impact of empowerment
programs implemented by some organi-
zations supporting refugees in enhancing
and strengthening the assets and sustain-
ability of their livelihoods, increasing
their ability, and consolidating the prin-
ciple of self-reliance in the harsh condi-
tions of asylum.

Economic Empower ment
of Refugees

Empowerment serves as a valuable
direction to work in the community, and
as a theoretical paradigm to help influ-
ence decisions that have to do with the
personal lives of refugees and the work of
organizations as well, not to mention the
quality of life of the community. Different
avenues of interventions contribute to
socia change.

Attention is shifted to health, natural
assi stance systems, and adaptation because
the unequal distribution of resources is
very likely to lead to social problems.
Serving individuals with mutual assis-
tance or working for their rights rather
than meeting their needs can have a posi-
tive effect on the empowerment process,
which succeeds if it helps people devel-
oping their skills to be independent when
solving problems and making their own
decisions (Zimmerman, 1998).

On the other hand, education and
training are among the most common tools

that countriesusetointegrateand empower
refugees in their new country. Activating
thisaspect hel psrefugees participatein the
labor market in arelatively short time and
increases their chances of employment as
research confirms that refugees — if given
the opportunity — may be able to utilize
their acquired skills in different fields to
earn a living (Ozer, 2021; Sridharan &
Swetha, 2010). On the other hand, some
studies have found that building human
capital through skills' training can greatly
increase the empowerment of individuals.
The skills and knowledge that individuals
possess largely portray their empower-
ment because they determine the quality
of the decisions they have to make. When
human capital is built, highly skilled
individuals may end up being empow-
ered with decisions they can handle well
(Yamoah, 2014).

Within this context, UNHCR is calling
for a range of TVET activities for refu-
gees, ranging from language and infor-
mation technology training, life skills
and job search training, to entrepreneur-
ship training. For its part, UNHCR listed
life skills as one of the essential needs of
refugees, which include many programs
of empowerment in decision-making, the
ability to solve problems, think creatively
and critically, effective communication
skills, building social networks, interper-
sonal relationships, self-awareness, and
dealing with stress (Yankey & Biswas
2012; UNICEF 2017b; UNHCR, 2014).

Therefore, empowering refugees and
developing skills acquired through liveli-
hoodstraining providesabasisfor self-re-
liance. A study among Syrian refugee
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pursue a productive life. They will be less
dependent on assistance and more able to
overcome sources of tension and conflict
in their host communities and countries
(Jacobsen, 2002), so the livelihood strate-
giesof refugeesare strongly influenced by
the social, economic, and political context
of a community and on how they strate-
gically employ their livelihood assets to
respond to the vulnerabilities they face.
The key to promoting sustainable liveli-
hoods lies in the development of human
capital, because self-reliance is linked to
human capacity, and thus, directly affects
the achievement of livelihood goals, so
self-reliance improves the sustainability
of livelihoods (Sitembiso Ndldla &
Worth, 2021).

Several studies and reports referred to
the obstacles that prevent the employment
of refugees in the countries of asylum
(Bloch, 2000; Walters & Egan, 1997).
Among these obstacles are the refugees
lack of familiarity with the labor market
of the host country and employers
perceptions of refugees as a threat, thus
institutions and companies often do not
recognize their qualifications and experi-
ence. Refugees lack of command of the
language of the host country, in addition
to many regulatory and legal obstacles, is
another notable obstacle. Therefore, refu-
gees who find employment often have too
many qualifications for the jobs they do,
or go to work on an informal, insecure,
or part-time basis (Egan & Tomlinson,
1999). On the other hand, much evidence
indicates that TVET activities may be
more effectivein locationswhererefugees
have the right to work (UNESC, 2017a).

The Case Study of Turkey’s Syrian Refugees

Organizations providing services to
refugeesin thefield of education, training,
and employment include all refugee agen-
cies, including public agencies, agen-
cies specialized in employment-related
services, and training agencies that orga-
nize courses targeting refugees. All of
these organizations rely on a range of
funding sources, some of which are from
host governments, charities, and the Euro-
pean Union. The services they provide
include referral to other agencies, advice,
and guidance related to employment,
providing training coursesin all its forms
and content, how to search for work, feasi-
bility studies, entrepreneurship programs,
and more (Tomlinson & Egan, 2002).

A conference of donors working in the
MENA region in 2016 concluded that
improving the quality of TVET is neces-
sary to increase employment opportu-
nities for graduates, as well as to ensure
increased demand for TVET. The confer-
ence indicated that TVET is currently
linked with low-quality education that
does not offer tangible employment pros-
pects, and it found evidence of employer
dissatisfaction with young TVET gradu-
ates (UNICEF 2016). In the same vein,
other studies have recommended adult
education to provide forcibly displaced
persons the necessary skills and readiness
to rebuild life through livelihood support
(Furst-Nichols & Jacobsen, 2011).

A review of previous studies found
that there are many factors that affect
refugee empowerment, including refugee
education and training, financial literacy,
entrepreneurship training, solidarity, and
social ties. Other livelihood assets such
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Previous Studies

Refugees often suffer physical and
psychological problems caused by the
violence they suffered in their countries
of origin that made them flee (intimida-
tion and torture), the conditions of their
escape (perilous journeys), and the condi-
tions they face in the host country, not to
mention the pre-arrival traumatic expe-
rience that renders work or study out of
the question. Some studies have therefore
shown that appropriate advice, informa-
tion, guidance, as well as institutional,
social, and psychological support are
necessary to ensurethat individual circum-
stances and needs are met to maximize
the benefits of education and training for
refugees (Refugee Resettlement Working
Group, 1993; Hannah, 2008).

Many studies in support of policies
carried out by host governments and the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugeesfocused onrefugeesinthecamps.
However, with the movement of refugees
to urban centers and cities, the studies
expanded to include this new redlity in
an attempt to help these governments and
organizations to formulate effective poli-
cies in dealing with the protracted issue
of forced migration (Milner, 2014; Crisp,
2003). Reports in the media and political
speeches largely present refugees as a
burden on society, and therefore anegative
cultureisbuilt towards societal interaction
with them. However, there is an dterna-
tive discourse claiming that this negative
Image obscures the reality of the unrecog-
nized significant contribution of refugees
to the economic and social life of the host
countries (Medel Anonuevo, 1997).

Since its emergence in the 1990s, the
sustainable livelihoods approach has
been widely used to support international
development efforts, including those of
donors, such as UN programs and human-
itarian organizations working in the field
(Carney, 1999; Singh & Gilman, 1999;
Cahn, 2002). Essentially, the livelihoods
approach focuses on people, their assets,
resources, and their strategies for using
them. Thisapproach isnot static but rather
dynamic because people develop their
response based on their needs, capabili-
ties, and resources. It aso considers the
impact of forces beyond the control of the
population and institutions that contribute
to poverty and marginalization such as
wars, protracted conflict, and the collapse
of economic and food systems (Helmore
& Singh, 2001).

Studies on livelihoods in situations of
protracted conflict point to the suffering
of refugees due to the destruction of their
livelihoods, extreme poverty, failure of
food security, and vulnerabilities in other
social and economic networks. These
often-underestimated reasons are among
the greatest threats to refugees liveli-
hoods and resilience (Jacobsen, 2002;
Awidi & Quan-Baffour, 2021).

Another study shows that refugees
quest for alivelihood can increase human
security, because economic activities help
restore social and economic interdepen-
dence within and between communities
and can restore socia networks based on
the exchange of labor, assets, and food.
But only when refugeesare allowed access
to resources and freedom of movement,
they can work aongside their hosts to
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The inability of the international community in the face of the refugee issue is
obvious: financial support from donors has decreased, especially with the rapid
spread of Covid-19. The introduction of lockdown measures in many countries
with the inevitable closure of their borders made the issue of building the economic
capacity of refugees and the enhancement of their livelihoods an urgent and critical
topic. This study sought to assess the extent to which economic empowerment
programs implemented by some humanitarian organizations in support refugees
are able to economically empower them. This was motivated by the fact that some
refugees were economically empowered with the help of these economic programs,
thus improving their standard of living, while among other things these programs
did not have a significant impact on the majority.

The researcher soughtto study theimpact of many types of programsimplemented
by humanitarian organizations in the field of economic empowerment on refugees,
and to determine what can be done to improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of these programs to enhance and support their livelihoods. Therefore, the study
attempts to answer the following question: Which is the impact of the empowerment
programs implemented by humanitarian organizations on the sustainability of the
livelihoods of Syrian refugees in Turkey? The following questions derives from the
main one:

1. Do Syrian refugees in Turkey have access to education and training in all its
forms?

2. Do the different life skills training programs affect the sustainability of the
livelihoods of Syrian refugees?

3. Do the implemented vocational and technical training programs affect the
sustainability of livelihoods of Syrian refugees?

4. Do entrepreneurship training programs affect the sustainability of the
livelihoods of Syrian refugees?

This study attempts to fill a gap in the field of research targeting refugee
livelihoods and coping strategies for Syrian refugees built with the contribution
of humanitarian organizations through their development programs. It also aims
at evaluating the impact of economic empowerment programs implemented by
some of these organizations, and at knowing the effects of different types of assets,
institutions, and the host community on the livelihoods of refugees. Finally, this
work wants to contribute to a better analytical understanding of the livelihoods of
Syrian refugees in Turkey.
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dependencyon humanitarianassistanceatthesametime humanitarianorganizations
and governments work with UNHCR to improve the lives of refugees, provide the
required protection, and guarantee their rights (Campbell et al, 2014). But funding
levels are in most cases insufficient, compared to the enormity of their needs. When
these refugees are not given a chance to become economically empowered, there
will never be sustainable solutions. When refugees lack opportunities in the camps
that can make them achieve some form of social and economic empowerment they
move to urban areas through corrupt or illegal means in the hope of obtaining
employment opportunities that meet their needs (Betts, 2017).

The countries of asylum neighboring Syria differ in how they deal with refugees,
but at the same time they impose on the largest proportion of these refugees the
responsibility to secure their livelihoods and rely on themselves to earn their own
livelihood. Therefore, Syrian refugees find themselves facing challenges in the
countries of asylum. Moreover, Syrians still constitute the largest number of forcibly
displaced people in the world, reaching 13 million people at the end of 2018, i.e., more
than half of the Syrian population. More than 6.6 million people have fled Syria to
seek safety in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and other countries (UNHCR, 2020).

Among the largest refugee hosting countries, Turkey is hosting 3.8 million (UNHCR,
2020), and according to the latest update, the number of Syrian refugees is 3,624.517
(DGMM, 2020). A large number of Syrian refugees have been living in a state of
protracted displacement since 2011, in light of the current impossibility of return.
This forced displacement represents a humanitarian crisis, but sometimes results in
short and long-term development challenges as well because it affects, both positively
and negatively, the human, social, and economic capital, growth, environmental
sustainability, and the vulnerability of the host community (Carrion, 2015).

On the other hand, the security context can be an important constraint to the
livelihoods of refugees as well, as host governments can resist any form of livelihood
programs which enhance the ability of refugees to work and compete with the local
population by creating many obstacles, such as restricting freedom of movement,
and designing interventions according to local economic conditions. For example,
Turkey gave Syrian refugees a special treatment and did not grant them refugee
status according to international law. Turkey considers them as guests, depriving
them of their right to assistance under international law. The lack of clarity and
completeness of legal procedures for refugee status and temporary protection status
for Syrian refugees in Turkey made their legal status unclear, and this is reflected
in their economic life, which has become more complex (Rottmann, 2020; Sivis,
2020). Therefore, there is an urgent need to apply new methodologies to secure
the basic needs of refugees and to develop interventions designed to enhance the
economic capabilities of refugees to contribute to the economy and better adapt to
their new circumstances.
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Introduction

One of the most difficult issues facing the international community today is the
problem of forced displacement. Globally, there was a record number of forcibly
displaced people; more than 82.4 million people have been forced to leave or flee
their homes due to conflict, violence, and human rights violations, thus becoming
refugees outside their country of origin or internally displaced (UNHCR, 2020).
Migration has become a controversial political issue, occupying a higher place in
the political and media agendas of destination countries, and in recognition of its
economic, political, and social importance, international bodies and governments are
adopting more coordinated policies to manage migration and asylum and facilitate
successful integration into the host society (Colic-Peisker & Waxman, 2004).

The vast majority of this huge number of refugees around the world remains
in exile, long beyond the temporary state of emergency. The average protracted
displacement is estimated at 26 years (Miller, 2017), and in light of this, this situation
has created a new challenge for international organizations, host governments, and
refugee families (Almohammad et al, 2021a), while the issue of supporting refugee
livelihoods and promoting self-reliance has become one of the outstanding concerns
of the global refugee system.

The large, estimated, number of refugees indicates the scale of the problem.
Traditional types of humanitarian assistance such as the provision of food, shelter,
and medicine often play a limited role in the lives of refugees. These assistance
programs are mainly limited and not sufficient to meet the basic needs of their
growing number.

More disconcerting than the increase in the number of refugees is that the
developed world has not yet been able to provide durable solutions to the problem,
and as a result, the UNHCR has recognized that humanitarian assistance needs
to move from relief to development in order to provide refugees with sources
of sustainable livelihoods that will ensure their self-reliance and reduce their
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the impact of
many types of programs implemented by humanitarian
organizations in the field of economic empowerment
of refugees. In addition, it aims at identifying what can
be done to improve the efficiency and effectiveness
of these programs in their effort to enhance refugees’
livelihoods in protracted crises. The researcher used a
quantitative methodology to collect data together with
an appropriate sampling method from refugees who
benefited from empowerment programs offered by some
humanitarian organizations. The study assumes that the
impact of empowerment programs on the sustainability
of the livelihoods of Syrian refugees in Turkey has
been important. The results of the study confirmed
the positive impact of the refugees’ ability to access
education and training opportunities for the sustainability
of their livelihoods. The results also showed the positive
impact of life skills programs recommended by United
Nations refugee reports, not to mention the impact of
vocational training programs and the development of
entrepreneurship skills in sustaining refugee livelihoods
and promoting self-reliance. The study recommended
facilitating refugee access to various training programs
to provide them with more skills, in particular targeted
vocational training and entrepreneurship programs.
Furthermore, the research findings can be used to support
the role of humanitarian organizations, UN agencies, and
host governments in developing a deeper understanding of
refugee empowerment.

Keywords: economic empowerment, humanitarian
organizations, sustainability, livelihoods, refugees, Turkey.
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5. The problem of food insecurity,

widespread hunger, and poverty is
not only linked to the underdevel-
opment of the agricultural sector,
but also to political instability and
ethnic conflicts in the region, and
the genera fragility of the region.
The widespread phenomenon of
poverty among the peoples of the
Sahel is the direct cause of malnu-
trition and food insecurity, which
is ultimately the result of economic
underdevelopment in general, and
the underdevel opment of the agricul-
tural economy in particular, especially
since the African Sahel communities
are mainly agricultural societies.

Recommendations

Sahel countries are characterized
by their agricultural peculiarity, so
agricultural development in Sahel
countries requires that agricultura
geography and regional agricultural
allocation to be considered so that
available agricultural resources can
be used with the required efficiency.
Since alarge part of employment in
Sahel countries is concentrated in
the agricultural sector, thisrequiresa
comprehensive national agricultural
development policy which considers
the geographical peculiarities of
each region, the requirements of the
local population to work in the agri-

0%

Food Security in Sahel countries
Limited Natural Potential and Weak Foreign Aid

cultura sector, and the needs of the
national agricultural market.

Since Sahel countries are experi-
encing weakness in natural capital,
this requires the development of
agricultural technology, based on
the national potential available,
and the use of regional and interna-
tional research centres. Food secu-
rity cannot exist in these countries
without sustainable agricultural
development, which cannot achieve
in the absence of agricultura tech-
nology.

The commitment of regional bodies
such as the African Union and inter-
national bodies such as the FAO to
improve the agricultural sector in
the Sahel countries and to provide it
with varioustechnologiesand exper-
tiseisessentia tointernational secu-
rity as well for eradicating poverty,
hunger, and illegal migration.

Since poverty, hunger and malnutri-
tion represent compound phenomena
due to complex causes, profound
political reform is required to elim-
inate wars, ethnic conflicts, political
instability, and illegal migration.
Addressing poverty, hunger and
malnutrition requires comprehen-
sive socia policies, based on factual
realities, and their implementation
should not be subject to ethnic,
regional, or gender considerations.
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and its consequences. The Sahel is essen-
tially a conflict zone, with very fragile the
national states and theatre of proxy wars
between world powers. The food situation
worsens as political and security insta-
bility in the region intensifies.

Addressing food insecurity in the Sahel
requires examining al agricultural poten-
tial onwhichtobaseany agricultural devel-
opment. It requires working to guarantee
an agricultural trade balance especialy
since the region has its agricultural pecu-
liaritiesin the areas of cash cropping, meat
production of all kinds, with the purpose of
achieving distributive justice between the
territories and populations of the country
without distinguishing between race or
gender. Thus, the food crisis in the Sahel
countries is not only agricultural one, but
also apolitical one caused by poor govern-
ment performance, political corruption,
ethnic conflicts, various levels of polit-
ical instability and internationa interfer-
ence. Therefore, food security cannot exist
without going through the establishment
of strong state institutions which guarantee
political legitimacy and the end of political
violence in al its forms. Only with these
premises will be possible to start planning
for an agricultural development that guar-
antee food security for the citizens of the
Sahel region.

Only national governments can provide
asolution to food insecurity. Foreign coun-
tries and international bodies cannot solve
this problem instead of national govern-
mentssincetheir roleislimited to technical
assistance. The reliance on foreign coun-
tries results in dependency and continued
economic and social backwardness.

Study Results

1. Sahdl countries suffer from geograph-
ical misfortune, particularly in terms
of irrigated agricultural land, with
very limited natural potentia resulting
in poor agricultural production.

2. Sahel countries are mainly agricul-
tural countries where most of the
workforce is employed in the agri-
cultural sector, ranging from 52% in
Mauritania to 84% in Burkina Faso.
Since the agricultural economy
suffers from underdevel opment and
dependency, any crisis affecting the
agricultural sector directly threatens
the food security of agricultura
workers and other citizens.

3. The poor agricultural development
in the Sahel countries is due not
only to geographical misfortune and
weak income capital but also to the
underdevelopment of agricultural
technology (mechanical, chemical
and biotech), the inefficiency of
agricultural extension bodies, and
their total lack of presence in some
regions, all factsthat led to declining
levels of production in crops and the
spread of subsistence agriculture.

4. Food assistance from theinternational
community to reduce hunger and food
insecurity is very limited, as well as
the technical assistance provided
by international organizations for
the development of the agricultural
sector. External aid has not contrib-
uted significantly to the advancement
of theregion’sagricultural sector and
has not enabled it to overcome crises
that hinder its development.



Country per day 1.9 $
Niger 49,15
Chad 41,12
Eritrea 19,67
Sudan 14,97
South Sudan 44,13
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(%) Poverty Rate

per day 3.2 % per day 5.5 $
79,03 94,41
68,89 88,05
43,02 64,43
48,73 82,76
66,10 85,62

Sour ce: (Samba Diop and Simplice. A. Asongu, 2020).

A large part of the population of the
Sahel countries lives below the poverty
line, but poverty varies from country
to country. For example, 69 % of Guin-
ea-Bissau’'s population lives below the
poverty line, which is an indicator that
reflects the magnitude of the imbalancein
per capita income and the nature of food
security. The same applies to Senegdl,
Mali, Niger, Chad, and Burkina Faso,
where poverty rates range from 39 % to
47 %. While the poverty rate in South
Sudan, ayoung country, is 44 %, its agri-
cultura resources are 14.97 %, which is
a negative indicator of the deep weak-
ness in the management of the economic
sector in general, and of the significant
weakness in the management of the agri-
cultural economy in particular, especialy
since the number of active people in the
agricultural sector is 80 %.

Although, especially after theincreasing
drought in recent years, the issue of food
insecurity in Sahel countries is affected
by the scarcity of natural resources since
alarge part of these countries are located
within a desert region, this does not mean
that the problem of food insecurity is due

to the failure of economic development
policiesin general, and the failure of agri-
cultural policies in particular. The Sahel
countries are indeed located in a desert
region, however, this particular region
has its own agricultural peculiarities,
as some countries such as Sudan, Chad,
Mali, Niger, and BurkinaFaso have enor-
mous agricultural land potentials while
others have the capability to develop an
economy based on cattle breeding that
can be exploited in meat production and
can contribute to food security on the one
hand and improve the agricultura trade
balance on the other. It can therefore be
said that the issue of food insecurity is
mainly due to a complex set of factors
derived mainly from weak government
policiesand atechnical gap in agricultural
development.

Food insecurity in the Sahel countries
has been held hostage of the weakness
of the agricultural sector caused also by
the food assistance provided by the inter-
national community and internationa
organizations, and therefore a large part
of the population of the Sahel continues
to suffer from hunger and malnutrition
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country which suffers from political and
instability which jeopardises the govern-
ment’sattempt to develop aviablenational
economic stratégie aimed at developing
the agricultural sector and eliminating
poverty and hunger. The ratios in table
3 show that a large segment of the Sahel
population is suffering from hunger due
to many factors such as political insta-
bility and ethnic conflicts, the fragility
of their economies, the indulging in the
chronic dependency on global imperi-
alism, corruption, and poor distribution of
wealth. The weakness of the agricultural
sector and the absence of a targeted agri-
cultural policy remain the critical factors
for the spread of hunger and the manifes-
tation of severe and medium food insecu-
rity in various degrees among the African
Sahel countries.
Poverty and Food I nsecurity

Poverty is the main challenge to the
food security crisis. If alarge proportion
of citizens have a daily income of less
than $1.9, this confirms that the problem
IS greater than the problem of producing
and/or providing food for the local

market and extends the proportion daily
income citizens are able to allocate to the
purchase of basic food; if the number of
citizens with a daily income of less than
$ 1.9 is limited, the problem then can be
addressed through social policies.

Political instability, ethnic conflicts
and corruption directly affect citizens
per capita and consequently their power
of acquisition. This is the case with the
majority of Sahel countries, which suffer
from economic fragility and dependenceon
foreign countries, suchasMali, Niger, Chad,
and Burkina Faso, so they have become a
market for the consumption of developed
countries productswhile exporting natural
materials such as ail, gas, and uranium
as well as agricultural materials such as
cotton, peanuts, and others. Consequently,
these countries have not been ableto elim-
inate economic dependency, nor to build
an economy capable of creating wealth
and providing their citizens a sustainable
income. Therefore, alarge number of citi-
zens have continued to suffer from unem-
ployment and poverty establishing adirect
link between poverty and food insecurity.

Table 4: Poverty ratein each country for 2019

(%) Poverty Rate

Country per day 1.9 $- per day 3.2 $- per day 5.5 $-
Mauritania 7,54 28,80 63,64
Senegal 39,99 69,87 88,99
Gambia 11,73 40,98 74,21
Guinea-Bissau 69,63 85,89 94,18
Burkina Faso 47,02 78,12 92,90
Mali 51,71 80,75 95,37




especially the bio-technical aspect. Thisin
turn has hurt agricultural production and
productivity rates, and thus has affected
labor force incomes and the standard of
living of the population in general.

The widespread employment in the
agricultural sector of the Sahel countries,
technological  underdevelopment, and
geographical location have made farmers
live in poverty. Given the climate vari-
ability and unexpected spread of cyclical
agricultural diseases, the agricultural sector
has been unable to meet the food needs of
the population increasing malnutrition,

Food Security in Sahel countries
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misery, poverty, and food insecurity.

Since the agricultural sector’s labor
force, which ranges from 52% in Mauri-
tania to 84% in Burkina Faso, constitutes
the total labor force of these countries, any
weakness in the agricultural sector will
directly affect the standard of living partic-
ularly of the seasonal workforce where
widespread drought and agricultural
diseases that have not yet found viable
solutions. This weakness and underdevel -
opment in the agricultural sector caused
widespread food insecurity in al Sahel
countries as shown in table 3.

Table 3: Food insecurity in each Sahel country between 2017 and 2019

Population | Prevalence of severe | Prevalence of moderate  Number of
Country in 2020/ per  malnutrition among malnutrition in the  malnourished/
million the population/ percent = population/ percent per million
Mauritania 4,52 22,4 44,8 0,5
Senegal 16,29 16,7 40,7 15
Gambia 2,34 24,6 54,3 0,3
Guinea-Bissau 1,96 Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed
Burkina Faso 20,32 13,9 47,7 3,8
Mali 19,65 Undisclosed Undisclosed 01
Niger 23,31 Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed
Chad 16,42 Undisclosed Undisclosed 6,1
Eritrea 3,54 Undisclosed Undisclosed Undisclosed
Sudan 42 81 16,14 48,9 Undisclosed
South Sudan 11,19 63,7 84,9 Undisclosed

Source: F.A.O, The State of Food Security and Nutrition in The World, 2020, PP 222- 223.

13

The table shows that the prevalence
of severe malnutrition is between 13.9 %
and 24.6 % except in South Sudan, where

the prevalence of severe malnutrition is
63.7 %. The highest rate of South Sudan
IS due to the fact that thisis a very recent
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Table 2: Average production, consumption, and import of grain in Sahel countries (unit: 1 million tons)

Country Production Consumption Import
Mauritania 0,32 0,92 0,60
Senegal 2,58 4,90 2,32
Gambia 0,11 0,43 0,29
Guinea-Bissau 0,18 0,36 0,18
Burkina Faso 5,08 5,89 0,81
Mali 8,97 9,52 0,55
Niger 5,93 6,59 0,66
Chad 2,81 3,06 0,25
Sudan 7,87 10,24 2,36
South Sudan 0,80 1,51 0,71
Eritrea 0,20 0,66 0,46

Source: F.A.O, Cereals Supply and demand balances for Sub-Saharan African Countries, 2021.

This table shows the deep imbalance
inherent in the rate of grain production
and consumption in the Sahel countries.
All Sahel countries suffer from food
dependency on the international market,
despite thelir agricultural capital shows
that self-sufficiency inthevital production
of grain can be achieved despite geograph-
ical and climate challenges. Countriessuch
as Sudan, Burkina Faso, and even Senegal
could reverse the equation in favor of
national production if a rational agricul-
tural development policy was adopted
that maximized agricultural production in
grain and meat rather than on cash crop-
ping such as cotton, peanuts, and others.
Food Needs

Theagricultural sector isoneof thestra-
tegic sectors in the macroeconomic struc-
ture, not only because it is a weath-pro-

ducing sector, but also because it absorbs
the agricultural workforce and stimulates
theindustrial sector providing inputs both
to manufacturing and to the mechanical
and chemical sectors. Also important in
the economic equation is how to provide
food security for poor people on low and/
or unstable income.

The structure of the Sahel economy
differentiates between a rentier economy
based on international import and export
companies, and an underdeveloped agri-
cultura economy, in which subsistence
agriculture is widespread, despite succes-
sive economic reforms supported by both
national governments and international
bodies led by the FAO. Consequently,
the agricultural sector in these coun-
tries continues to suffer from a profound
fragility in technological development,



of international organizations to
fulfill their obligations to support
the development of the agricul-
tural sector of the Sahel countries.
This happened while major powers
fueled local conflicts and fragmen-
tation exploiting the remaining
natural resources and making it
a sustainable market for Western
goods.

Thus, in order to eliminate the
problem of food insecurity these coun-
tries need to develop a comprehensive
plan for all areas, considering local
potential, the needs of the country and
citizens, while setting agricultural prior-
ities for example discussing if cotton
IS more important than grain. Political
officials can formulate a clear policy
aimed at achieving food security and
eliminating hunger and its consequences
in these countries.

Food Gap in Sahel Countries

The food gap is the difference
between the country’s food production
for citizens and what it needs to cover
the demand for consumption. It deter-
minesthe nature of the agricultural trade
balance. In some cases, the agricultural
trade balance is still profitable when
they produce enough quantity of certain
crops to export and, at the same time,
they import food for human consump-
tion. Some countries are keen to excel
in strategic crops with wide consump-
tion, mainly grains, meat, and dairy,
while they may resort to importing
part of the crops that are secondary to
the food security basket. Some other

Food Security in Sahel countries
Limited Natural Potential and Weak Foreign Aid

countries are failing to manage the agri-
cultural sector. They neither excel in
producing cash agriculture that brings
hard currency nor they are able to
produce strategic crops. Thisisthe case
of most of Sahel countries.
Agricultural Production and Food
Security

Food security has four dimensions:
food availability (abundance principle),
economic accessibility (capacity prin-
ciple), uninterrupted flow (stability
principle), and (safety principle) which
includes the concept of nutritional safety
from clean water and healthy food (FAO,
2014). A sustainable agricultural system
is defined as providing food security
and nutrition for al, in a way that does
not jeopardize the economic, social, and
environmental foundations to create food
security and ensure nutrition for future
generations (FAO, 2020).

The Sahel countries are experiencing
significant weakness in agricultural
production, asall Sahel countriesimport
a large part of their cereal they need.
It is true that the countries of this strip
have a high capacity to produce meat,
but in return suffer from dependency on
the international market for their grain.
As shown in table 2, only five out of
eleven countries import less than they
produce: Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger,
Chad, and Sudan. However, all of them
suffer from a wheat gap, which needs
an agricultural development strategy
capable of promoting the agricultural
sector and achieving self-sufficiency in
this essential element of the food secu-
rity basket.

1
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Thistable presentsuswith four charac-
teristics that apply to all Sahel countries,
which are key to explaining food inse-
curity, and any transformation strategy
that ignores these characteristics cannot
reach highly adequate results.

First. The Sahel countries are agri-
cultural communities, and most of the
workforce in these countries is based
on agricultural activity, ranging from
52% to 84%. This indicator reflects
the nature of society in terms of urban-
ization, the emergence of mechanical
industries that help their outputs in the
development of the agricultural sector,
and on the other hand work to absorb the
outputs of agricultural activity and turn
them into food commodities that can be
consumed, without going to destruction.
Thisindicator also reflectsthe weakness
of agricultural infrastructure, especially
concerning agricultural research centers
and agricultural extension bodies. There-
fore, the agricultural activity is left to
the diligence of farmers and the accu-
mulation of their expertise, rather than
to the development of national plans
to promote the agricultural sector in a
given period.

Second. The expansion of the Sahel
countries, as opposed to limited agricul-
tura land, in turn, establishes the need to
rely on the policy of agricultural intensi-
fication, which relies mainly on chemical
technology, agricultural technology, and
biotechnol ogy.

Third. Poorly irrigated land drives
policymakers to focus on biotechnology
through the production of improved
drought-resistant seeds, so that farmers

can maintain their crops and develop their
grain products.

Fourth. The Sahel region can graze,
and this is a positive and reliable
indicator in the development of meat
production, since meat is a key pillar of
the food security basket as it provides
protein that provides sufficient calo-
ries to the human body. However, this
also needs to be developed, both in
terms of production and distribution.
The production of red meat needs grain
to produce feed, which is an essential
element for dairy production. The agri-
cultural sector is therefore integrated
and highly integrated, and cannot
operate under random fragmentation,
in which meat production is self-con-
tained on one hand, and grain and plant
production exist on the other.

Food insecurity factorsin Sahel
countries

1. Natural factors: the nature of land,
water resources and climate.

1. Political factors: Inefficiency of
political administration and the
weakness of the development plans,
rampant corruption as well as polit-
ical instability and ethnic conflicts
are tearing African societies apart.

1. Historical factors: Colonialism
destroyed the capabilities Africans
man and transformed them and the
way they are seen by other cultures.

1. Economic factors. The economic
dependence of the Sahel countries
ontheinternational economy despite
its deep weakness.

1. Foreign factors. Lack of inter-
national assistance and the failure



affects agricultural productivity, particu-
larly dueto periodic droughtsin theregion.
o, excluding Chad, which hasanirrigated
area of 5.6 million hectares, Mali with an
area of 2.2 million hectares of irrigated
land, and Sudan, which amounts to 1.61
million hectares, the rest of the countries
arelessthan 600,000 hectaresirrigated and
arevirtually non-existent in Guinea-Bissaul.
It can therefore be said that while most
Sahel countries have vast agricultural land
of which only nine out of eleven countries
haveirrigated land, asituation that directly
reflects agricultural productivity and there-
fore citizens' food security.

What distinguishes modern agriculture
Isthetechnological, mechanical, chemical,
and biological development. Sahel coun-
tries are weak in terms of modern agricul-
tural technology, especialy in the field of
biotechnology, despite international assis-

Food Security in Sahel countries
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tanceinthisregard. Thereare no renowned
research centers capable of producing
high-yielding modified seeds to fight the
agricultural environment and drought in
the region. Also, plant agriculture in part
of the Sahel countries is affected annually
by worms and weeds as well as agricul-
tural diseases for which experts have not
invented appropriate prescriptions. The
lack of agricultural technological devel-
opment, weak agricultural capital, and the
spread of droughts with seasona agricul-
tural diseases are key internal factors for
the deterioration of the agricultural sector
inthe Sahel countries. The externa factors
remain linked to the nature of agricultural
policies, the socio-agricultural pattern
of land division and use, weak technical
assistance from international organiza-
tions and bodies, as well as dependency
on the international market.

Table 1: Area and distribution of agricultural land in Sahel countries (Unit: 1 million hectares)

Country AV%/Q:EfI::ZSI Total Area Ag:_i(:;l(;: ral Ir[:fna;(;d Pastures Forests
Mauritania 52% 103 0,50 0,13 15,16 0,24
Senegal 69% 19,67 3,4 0,35 06 8,4
Gambia 70% 1,12 0,55 0,03 0,48 0,43
Guinea Bissau 82% 3,61 0,54 0,05 1,26 02
Burkina Faso 84,1% 27,42 11,8 0,23 27,29 5,6
Mali 80% 124 12,2 2.2 30 4,40
Niger 80% 126 19 0,40 62 11,20
Chad 80% 128 39 5,6 84 21,07
Eritrea 60% 12,18 2,1 0,6 6,96 0,74
Sudan 67,2% 188,60 68,82 1,61 58,29 21,05
South Sudan 90% 64,43 2,37 0,35 9,63 25,77

Source: Prepared by the researcher based on several official, international, and government reports.
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along 6,000 km, while the width ranges
from 400 to 600 km from the Savannah
Region north to the desert border in the
south (Houérou, 2006). The Sahel region
includesMauritania, Mali, Niger, Senegal,
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Burkina Faso,
Chad, Eritrea, Sudan, and South Sudan,
covering an area of more than 7.3 million
square km, (GUEGNANT, 2014).

Despite its vast area, the Sahel region,
with the exception of Sudan, is classified
as poor in terms of agricultural capital due
to the nature of the soil and climate, the
lack of agricultural infrastructure and of
the components of modern agricultural
technology. Hence, subsistence agricul-
ture, which always reflects the nature of
poverty and food insecurity, prevails. Also,
thelocation of theregion hasmadeit suffer
in terms of agricultural capital on which
to build a strong agricultural economy
capable of meeting the food needs of the
population. Particularly affected is the
production of food grains. Despite the lack
of rainfall and scarce water resources, the
region hasitsown agricultural peculiarities
related to cash cropping and meat produc-
tion. It is possible to affirm that there is a
specia agricultural activity for the Sahel
region that can fit its climate, and the main
challenge for its governments is how to
exploit the region's natural capital and
strike a balance between cash cropping
activities and agriculture that can be relied
upon to achieve to guarantee a food secu-
rity basket consisting of such as ceredls,
meat, and dairy products.
Agricultural Lands

The Sahel countries are characterized
by a vast geographical area opposed to

the lack of arable land, particularly irri-
gated land, whose presence constitutes a
reliable key indicator in interpreting the
phenomenon of poor agricultural produc-
tion in countries where the geographical
area of pastures, forests and wastelands is
expanding, whileagricultural area, particu-
larly the areaallocated to the production of
grains, is shrinking. However, this cannot
be generalized to all Sahel countries, and
if there are three countries, Mauritania,
Gambia, and Guinea-Bissau with an agri-
cultural area of fewer than 600,000 hect-
ares, other countries have an agricultural
area of more than 10 million hectares. For
example, Mali has an agricultural area of
12.2 million hectares, Chad has 39 million
hectares, Niger reaches 19 million hect-
ares, Burkina Faso has an agricultural area
of 11.8 million hectares, and Sudan hasthe
largest agricultural area of more than 68
million hectares. On the other hand, agri-
cultural land available in these countries
is mostly allocated to cash cropping, such
as cotton, peanuts, sugar cane, and others,
while grain cultivation is neglected, and
its provision is imported and monopo-
lized by few on the international market.
Thisis one of the most important negative
characteristics of the agricultural economy
of the Sahel countries, where the interna-
tional market is financed by cash cropping
and imports of strategic crops for food
security, hence these countries continue
to sink into a chronic dependency on the
economic metropolis, according to propo-
nents of dependency theory.

Due to their geographical location,
Sahel countries suffer from a lack of irri-
gated agricultural land, which directly



Study M ethodology

This study uses the descriptive analyt-
ical approach to identify food insecurity
and its causes and understand its changes
in Sahel countries. It also uses the statis-
tical approach to assess levels of agri-
cultural production, per capita income,
and demographic growth to measure
food insecurity in these countries. More-
over, the researcher relies on a range of
theoretical approaches to analyze the
phenomenon. The most important one
IS the socio-cultural approach to analyze
the internal factors of food insecurity.
We aso use the dependency approach
to analyze the role of foreign aid in the
Sahel countries and their negative impact
on food insecurity.

Agricultural Capital
of Sahel Countries

Natural factors form the basis for the
agricultural development process and
building an agricultural economy that
can be relied upon to stimulate economic
dynamics in general and create wealth
in particular. While natural factors vary
from region to region depending on
its geographical location, agricultural
development policies and the rational-
ization of cropping are dependent on the
ability of human beings to innovate in
the production process and to manage the
dynamics of agricultural development in
case of lack of agricultural land, particu-
larly irrigated land. Thisis the case with
most of the Sahel countries whose land
islargely desertic. Below we will discuss
the nature and components of agricul-
tural land.

Food Security in Sahel countries
Limited Natural Potential and Weak Foreign Aid

Agricultural Geography

Reading about the agricultural geog-
raphy of a region requires the identifica-
tion of agricultural capital, so a scientific
reading of the region’s location and area
should be provided, and the agricultural
components of the region should be iden-
tified. The Sahel region is semi-arid one,
forming a belt extending from Eritrea in
the east to Senega in the west, located
between the contact of the Sahara Desert
to the south and the Savannah region to
the north, (GUEGNANT, 2014). The
Sahel region is located between the 12° to
20° latitude north of the equator and it is
dominated by atropical climate, adry and
semi-dry climatein all coastal areacharac-
terized by the pre-monsoon in West Africa,
with average temperatures ranging from
28° to 30° throughout the year. Rainfall
ranges from 100 to 200 mm in the north
of the coast, while in the south it averages
between 500 and 600 mm, and generaly,
the rain and wind are periodicaly fluctu-
ating, i.e., year to year (Houérou, 2006),
which may reach 1400 mm in other parts
of southern Guinea, (Bosc, 1992).

Studies on countries belonging to the
Sahel region vary. Some studies include
even sub-Saharan countries such as Benin
and Nigeria, and some studies limit the
Sahel region to only five countries. Mauri-
tania, Mali, Niger, Chad, and Sudan, and
some studies replace Sudan with Burkina
Faso, and thus each study ranks the coun-
tries in the Sahel region according to the
approachitrelieson, itssecurity approach,
and its strategic interests. This study finds
that the Sahel extends from the Red Sea
eastward to the Atlantic Ocean in the west
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instability that further deepened the crisis of economic underdevelopment and the
weakness of the agricultural sector. The result is a chronic food dependency from
the international market and the assistance of former colonial powers.

If some African countries have agricultural potential to provide food to their
citizens, Sahel countries are among those who suffer the most from food insecurity,
especially due to increasing droughts and agricultural land degradation that
jeopardize their agricultural development. Therefore, food insecurity in these
countries has increased noticeably causing widespread malnutrition, immune
system diseases. In addition, the increase of illegal migrations caused by the lack of
sustainable agricultural policies has caused social unrest and increased economic
dependency from western countries which de facto maintain their imperialist
control over their ex-colonies.

The situation described raise some concern: to what extent can the Sahel
countries achieve their food security given the scarcity of natural potential and
weak foreign aid? Also,

* What are the limits of agricultural potential in Sahel countries? What is the

nature of their agricultural systems?

* What are the main factors behind food insecurity in Sahel countries?

» Can foreign assistance play a role in reducing food insecurity or is actually

perpetuating it?

To answer these questions, we proceed from the hypothesis that the food insecurity
crisis in the Sahel countries is due in large part to the failure of agricultural
development policies and a weak foreign assistance.

Study Significance

It is important to study this phenom-
enon because its intensity is increasing
intensity day by day, particularly due to
the spread of political instability in Africa
in general, and in the Sahel countries
in particular. Its negative effects inter-
nally, regionaly, and internationaly, are
in particular the widespread of diseases,
violence, illega migration, social and
political instability, and the threat they
pose to national security as most Sahel
countries today are fragile states unable
to exercise their functions. Foreign inter-
ference under many pretexts, including
humanitarian assistance, the fight against

terrorism and extremism, the protection
of minorities and other issues make this
phenomenon even more complex.

Study Aims and Objective
* ldentifying the root causes of food
Insecurity in various areas.
 ldentifying the natura and human
potential for food security in the
strategic food of the Sahel countries.
 ldentifying the historical role of the
international actor represented in colo-
nialism, and the current dependence
of Sahel economies on advanced
capitalist economies and its negative
implications for food insecurity.
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Introduction

Foodsecurity policiesare among the mostimportantones to national governments
because they are part of the national security of the country. State institutions at
all levels work to achieve the food security for their citizens either by intensifying
agricultural production, especially strategic crops, or through recovery. These
social policies have the purpose of ensuring that citizens have access to the enough
food to support a minimum standard of living. The same policies are implemented
in various developed countries. However, many countries suffer from a significant
weakness in their agricultural production which coincides with the governments’
inability to provide basic food supplies to citizens at the right price causing food
insecurity in low-income countries in Africa, some Asian countries, and even Latin
America.

The food security dilemma from the 1950s to the present day has been a major
concern for national governments and various UN bodies since it threatens the
human lives. The governments of the newly independent countries adopted national
agricultural development plans to produce their own. The Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) provided technical support to countries experiencing
difficulties in their agricultural sector, especially after the emergence of the green
revolution in the early 1970s, when mechanical and chemical technology was a key
player in agricultural development. Thus, many countries began to overcome the
problem of food security, including China, India, and Bangladesh, which witnessed
famines in the early 1950s.

Following various developing countries in Asia and Latin America, African
countries have also adopted policies to achieve their food security, but African
countries, due to their geographical position, are suffering a lack of natural
capital and face many challenges especially the scarcity of agricultural research
laboratories, and the weak role of agricultural extension bodies. In addition
to this, an annual demographic growth is accompanied by a political and social
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Abstract

The African Sahel countries have
historically been characterized by a
complex set of crises, most notably
population increase, food insecurity,
and the fragility of state institutions.
These crises have resulted in
problemsthathave furtheraggravated
the social situation of the population,
such as widespread corruption in all
its forms, weak government policies,
and chronic political instability. All
this led to a weak agricultural activity
and development, a struggling
agricultural economy, and increased
dependency on the international
market which exacerbated the living
conditions causing hunger, misery,
and social deprivation, particularly
during the Corona pandemic. This
phenomenon expanded to become
the dominant feature of African
countries, despite the limited annual
assistance from the international
community and organizations aimed
to reduce hunger in African countries
by supporting their agricultural
systems.

Keywords: Food security,
Sahel Countries, Agricultural
Development, Foreign Aid,
Economic Dependency
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