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purpose of achieving the goals set more
efficiently to serve all, this study came up
with the following results:

1.

The commitment of voluntary
workers to legal and regulatory
frameworks makes voluntary work
more legal.

Volunteering complements the
work of the state in many aress.
The areas of volunteering go
beyond charitable and relief of
social, educational, health, Dawah
(Missionary  Work), environ-
mental, and sports areas.

The importance of volunteering
lies in its positive consequences
for the individual and society.
Many studies have found the
need to partner in volunteering to
achieve better results.

10. Volunteering

The more partnership in volun-
teering exists, the more effective
the results will be.

Community participation is either
physical, moral, or financial.

The state's responsibility towards
volunteering lies in its legaliza-
tion, organization, guidance, and
control.

The contribution of individuas
and institutions to volunteering is
a good indicator of social respon-
sibility.

faces problems
related to theinstitutional structure
and practice-related problems.

11. Volunteering plays a positive role

in reducing extremism.

12. Volunteering playsan activerolein

maintaining community security.



Al-Azmi’s study, (2017), entitled
“Extremist groups use to soft power and
ways to counter it”, aimed to explore how
extremist groups are used as a means of
striking communities and identify ways to
counter them. The study used the descrip-
tive analytical approach based on a ques-
tionnaire to collect data. The sample of
the study consisted of 200 individuals.
The study found that the most important
sources of the soft power of extremist
groups are the media and Internet. The
results of the study also confirmed that the
exploitation of the economic resources of
states is one of the most important areas
used by extremist groups, in addition to
ingtilling convictions of religious purpose
and claiming their role in the defense of
Muslims. According to these groups, the
most important ways to counter extremist
groups is the use of the media to expose
their allegations (Al-Azmi, 2017).

The study of Warren, & Sychitkok-
hong, (2009), entitled “Beyond the Bake
Salee A Community-Based Relational
Approach to Parent Engagement in
Schools’, aimed to present an approach
based on family community relations to
enhance parental participation in schools.
By using the Case Study Approach, the
researchers studied three individuals
relying on three prominent forms of
cooperation between the school and the
community represented in Logan Square
Neighborhood Association in Chicago,
[1linois; Camino Nuevo Charter Academy
in Los Angeles, California; and Quitman
Street Community School, Newark, New
Jersey. Each case represents one of three
typesof cooperationidentifiedin previous
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research: (1) community service, (2)
community development, and (3) commu-
nity organization. The study found three
common dimensions of parental work in
al cases. The three key elements of this
community-based approach are 1) the
focus on building relationships between
parents and between parents and educa-
tors through communication, 2) the focus
on developing the leadership abilities of
parents through their participation, and
finally 3) the effort to bridge the gap
in culture and power between parents
and educators. We meet this communi-
ty-based approach with amore traditional
one that focuses on school, individuality,
and parent s engagement (Warren, Hong,
* Sychitkokhong, 2009).

Shahrani’s  study, (2006), entitled
“Volunteering and its relationship to
community security”, aimed to understand
the relationship between volunteering and
community security, explore the areas of
volunteering in Saudi Arabia, its charac-
teristics, motivations for joining it, and
its relationship to the security of society.
The study used the descriptive analytical
approach and came up with several results,
the most important of which is that the
degree of the propensity for volunteering
in Saudi Arabiais very high and that the
degree of difficulties is also significant.
(Shahrani, 2006).

Resultsand Conclusion

After studying volunteer work in detail,
explaining its importance for individuals,
institutions, and states, after exploring the
need for community partners to provide
private and public services with the
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method by using a questionnaire applied
to a random sample of 494 students from
King Abdulaziz University. The study
found that the university student’s sense
of volunteerism by 65% and volunteering
drives him to acquire new skills by 98%.
The study also showed that the univer-
sity students who participated in volun-
tary work outside of their discipline have
increased by 62.9%. The study recom-
mended the establishment of volun-
tary initiatives and opportunities in the
student’s discipline and special volun-
tary clubs for each college to harness
voluntary efforts and enable students
to contribute to the activation of volun-
tary initiatives in their area of education
(Al-Zabali, 2020).

The study of Pak. s, et. d., (2019),
entitled “ School-family-community part-
nerships. supporting underserved students
inthe U.S’, aimsto provide understanding
and support of socia culture as a concep-
tual framework, aswell asto provide prac-
tical examples of how to address barriers
between school, family, school manage-
ment, parents, and community members. It
also aims to build appreciation, trust, and
respect for each other, and thus to learn
to appreciate the knowledge and expe-
rience each side brings to the education
table, and to enhance the academic and
non-academic results of students. In their
study, the researchers used the analytical
descriptive approach using the Epstein
model because school-parent partnerships
influence student support. The results of
the study showed that stronger partner-
ships with culturally and linguistically
diverse families are still needed in disad-

vantaged communities and that successful
collaboration requires a positive school
environment (teachers and management)
in communicating with different families,
well trained in crisis management and that
shared responsibility in public relations,
while caring to all matters shared between
school and family. Schools - management
and educational staff - need to promote a
comprehensive environment that respects
cultural differences, supports commu-
nity needs, and promotes joint leadership,
volunteering, and decision-making. (Paik
et al, 2019).

The study by Suryana & Rahayu,
(2018) entitled “Role as well as parents
in parenting activities with a circular
approach (our family volunteer), aimed
to explore ways of parents' volunteering
al the time through the Parenting Activ-
ities Program (Our Family Volunteers),
which invites parents to contribute and
volunteer by applying the five principles
of love with better education, a change
that requiresan approach to family educa-
tion. The researchers used the descrip-
tive qualitative approach, and the sample
consisted of 74 students and 20 parents.
The results showed parental satisfaction
with these activities with the partici-
pation of teachers, and the promotion
of school management and continuous
communication with volunteer families
yields positive results for the school, the
family, and the child. The study recom-
mended that parents should be seen as an
important source that cannot be replaced
or changed in all planning, teaching,
and evaluation processes (Suryana &
Rahayu, 2018).



extremist groups, such as the Kharijites,
who killed the Rightly Guided Caliph
Osman bin Affan, and then killed the
Rightly Guided Caliph Ali ibn Abi Talib,
and some other groups.

Thehistory of extremismissolong. And
the killings and displacements on basis of
Imposing certain ideas on others are kinds
of extremism (Ar-Rayyan, 2020). It is
difficult to count the losses of extremist
ideology on society, including direct
economic losses such as the destruction
of facilities, and indirect losses such asthe
death of many people and the consequent
increase of widows and orphans. More-
over, the losses generated by the reluc-
tance of investors and companies to build
new factories and facilities are countless
(Renig, 2016).

Despite the positive characteristics of
volunteering, state agencies in genera
and security agenciesin particular in some
countries continue to view it with discre-
tion, particularly when carried out by some
personalities or entities suspected of links
with terrorist groups. Thisshould allay the
concerns of the security agencies because
volunteer work plays a supporting role in
security operations, especially with the
technological development and the exis-
tence of multiple forms of crime that did
not exist before. It has become urgent for
the security agencies, in any country that
is not able to cover and securitize al its
geography, to engage society in carrying
out support work. It isnecessary to include
community members in  monitoring,
following up, and reporting of crimi-
nals. This also is a voluntary and nationa
responsibility that support the State in
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many of its tasks, such as the construction
of shelter centers, socia welfare homes,
and educationa and hedlth facilities, €etc.

Previous Studies

Many studies have been conducted to
link volunteering to the security aspect:

Badawi’'s study, (2020), is entitled
“The Role of Volunteering in Achieving
Community Security and Promoting
National Belonging in Saudi Arabia’. This
study aimed to explore the concepts of
volunteering and security and to identify
the problems facing volunteering that led
to the security of the communities. The
study used a survey method with ques-
tionnaire distributed to a sample of 66
volunteers. The most important result is
that facilitating citizens' access to health
insurance services is one of the most
important steps towards health security.
His study also stressed that one of the
most important indicators of social secu-
rity is the rationalization of consumption
and the reduction of community violence.
The study also recommended that the most
important indicator of economic security
is the creation of jobs and that one of the
key problems of volunteering isthelack of
investment in human resources (Badawi,
2020).

Al-Zabali’'s study, (2020), entitled
“University Students Trends towards
Specialized Volunteering in Times of
Crisis: The CoronaPandemicisaModel”.
The study aimed to identify the trends of
university students toward specialized
volunteering in times of crisis within the
Corona pandemic. It used the descrip-
tive approach, and the group survey
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TheBeneficiary: Any public or private
non-profit entity that benefits from volun-
tary service.

The Volunteer Team: A group of indi-
viduals who, under unified leadership,
carry out voluntary service to achieve
common and specific objectives by
specific policies and procedures super-
vised by beneficiaries, (Bureau of Experts,
2020).

Regulations for Volunteer Work in
Saudi Arabia also identify the activators
of volunteer work, allowing the private
sector to participate in it in several forms,
including with financial, material, and
logistical support for voluntary efforts
and opportunities (Ministry of Human
Resources and Socia Development,
2021). Moreover, the most important
characteristics and features of the National
Volunteer Portal are 1) Linking (integra-
tion) to the National Information Center;
2) The volunteers reach the opportunities
easily; 3) Get notifications about volun-
teer opportunities according to the volun-
teer’s interests; 4) Monitor and document
volunteer hours; 5) Providing specialized
volunteer opportunities with a social and
economic impact (National Volunteer
Portal, 2022).

I ndicator sof Societal Responsibility
and Volunteer Work

Indicators of socia responsibility are
the adequacy and integrity of information,
the avoidance of deception and misinfor-
mation, the creation of material and arti-
ficia needs, and the intensive use of sales
incentive tools (Wahiba, 2014). Exam-
ples of such indicators are environmental

performance (which includes environ-
mental issues, production, and services),
economic performance (which includes
wages and benefits, job creation, expendi-
tures, and investments), and social perfor-
mance (which includes health and safety,
employee satisfaction, other charitable
activities, workers' rights, human rights,
etc. (Rufaida, 2015).

Barriersto Volunteering

Barriers to volunteering related to the
individual, the institution, and the state
can be summarized as follows:

e |nstitutional  structure prob-
lems: such as organizational struc-
ture problems related to leadership,
management, human and financial
resources, marketing and promotion
programs, issues relating to laws,
regulations, and working styles, and
those related to the strategy, vision,
and mission.

* Practice-related problems. such as
poor media, funding, mobilization,
support, culture, and responsibility
divided into internal and external
problems (Naziha, 2016).

Role of Volunteering
in Extremism Reduction

Many people think that extremism
exists only in the remit of religion.
However, extremist thought may adopt
forms and exists in al societies and reli-
gions. Extremism imposes an opinion and
tries to force others to adopt and believe
in it (Badawi, 2020). Extremism existed
throughout the ages, and in all countries.
In Ilam, for example, there are many



time and effort to serve the community.

Moral participation: means to provide
moral support for voluntary projects by
encouraging, promoting, and introducing
them to increase their effectiveness at the
service of the community.

Financial contributions. means that
families must contribute financially,
according to their possibility, to the real-
ization of voluntary projects (Ahmed,
unknown date).

It can be said that volunteering only
works in partnership with the family and
the members of the community, as the
family provides a good example that has
an impact on the souls of children, who
will grow up imitating adults’ behavior
by helping others through voluntary
efforts. Family is the real motivation to
engage in a work which will provide them
with a strong sense of belonging to their
surrounding community and their home-
land. It is this feeling that inspire individ-
uals to engage seriously with volunteer
work. This happens when children from
a young age are thought to raise money
in classes for the poor and needy fami-
lies, to participate in voluntary work in
the neighborhood, or assist civil societies
in providing and distributing assistance
(Rufaida, 2015).

Participation in volunteer work confirms
the cohesion of the united society. A cohe-
sive environment is a crime-repellent one,
and Allah has urged righteousness and
piety when He Said in Quran: “[...] Help
you one another in Al-Birr and At-Tagwa
(virtue, righteousness, and piety); but do
not help one another in sin and transgres-
sion.And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Severe
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in punishment”. [Al-Ma’idah: 2]. Allah did
not order us to cooperate in vain, but for
the public interest and collective benefit,
the motive is religious and ideological,, and
cooperation in supporting volunteer and
donation efforts are all strong pillars of the
concept of a safe society (Rufaida, 2015).
The scholars have unanimously agreed on
the five major goals of the Sharia which
constitute the protection of sound religious
practice, life, sanity, family, and personal
and communal wealth. (Rufaida, 2015).

Community and State Responsi-
bility for Volunteering

Individuals, organizations, and entities
contribute to volunteering, whether indi-
vidually or in groups. Each role required
a specific task according to its type. Indi-
vidual volunteering is carried out by
somebody’s efforts such as charity work,
donations, and others that are beneficial to
others. Individual volunteering is self-mo-
tivated and based on moral, social, human,
orreligious considerations (As-Saif,2014).
Organizations share information with the
government and the society to promote
services and develop the community. The
government establishes an administra-
tive entity for overseeing, organizing, and
developing volunteer work, in addition to
setting laws and regulations. Each state
has its policies regarding volunteering. In
Saudi Arabia, for example, the Voluntary
Service Law defines:

The National Committee for Volun-
tary Service: the regulator, coordinator,
and supervisor of volunteer work and
is chaired by the Minister of Labor and
Social Development.
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distribution of roles between members of
the community and the family on the one
hand, and between educational institutions
on the other (Salem, 2011).

From a regulatory perspective, scien-
tists and researchers, such as Greenwood
and Hickman, have sought to model the
partnership reviewing several roles for
parents, including Volunteering (Green-
wood* Hickman, 1991). Epstein’sstudy on
the school’s partnership model involving
the family and the community, which
included volunteering as active prac-
tice, goes in line with this idea (Epstein,
2018). Nitecki states that the experiences
of various professional familiesare unique
and can increase their opportunities to
volunteer in their children’s kindergartens
(Nitecki, 2015).

Molina emphasizes the need to develop
a clear plan for volunteering partnership
areas, from the family to society and the
state, aswell asinstitutionsandindividuals,
where there is no specific approach that
includes stepsto implement them (Molina,
2013). Some studies, such as lbrahim’'s
study (2016), highlighted the mechanism
for activating family and community part-
nership (Ibrahim, 2016). Ar-Ruhaili and
As-Sis’s study, which included the part-
nership in genera, stressed the need to
close the gap in community partnership,
especially inthefield of education (Ar-Ru-
haili and As-Sisi, 2019).

Volunteering is an important activity
for the development of society, and any
deficienciesin thisareamay have negative
effects on its development. The promotion
of this culture as a religious, social, and
humanitarian value must be preserved,

especidly since some of the results of
studies such as the Sultan’s (2009) and
the Baz's (2009) ones, indicated that the
practice of volunteering by young people
is very weak, and some employers do not
invite individuals to participate in volun-
teer work. According to Mehran (Mehran,
2021), the partnership roles in volun-
teering are the following:

1. Collective contribution to poverty
alleviation, reducing unemployment,
and eiminating class and socia
disparities between rich and poor.

2. Strengthening social  ties and
harmony between people by
increasing communication and
participation in social events.

3. Strengthening  civil  participation
and trust between government and
citizens by cooperating in meeting
many of the needs of society.

4. Promoting  equality, combating
racial discrimination, strengthening
community relations, promoting
honest and open dialogue, mean-
ingful debate, respect for different
views, and acceptance of ethnic
differences.

5. Serving people by delivering goods
and services to them.

Types of Community Partner ship
in Volunteering

Volunteering strengthens ties between
community members because almost all
families have to do with volunteering in
multiple forms, such as:

Membership: membership means
that every member of the family must be
involved in volunteer work and spend his



between charities and workers. The advan-
tages of volunteering can be seen in:

1. Educating people on nationd
principles and inherent vaues
and emphasizing them through
customs and traditions.

2. Creating areliable fan base under
any circumstances to meet the
needs of the citizen and the state.

3. Providing big amounts for public
services.

4. Achieving the symbiotic value
among the children of the same
society.

5. Applying the principles of Islam,
which ordered good and righ-
teousness and the quest to elimi-
nate people's needs.

6. Promoting awareness  and
educating young people on
national belonging, cohesion, and
interdependence among al strata
of society.

7. Filling leisure time among young
people and organizing their efforts
to serve the community and
protect them from engaging in
illegal work.

8. Providing services that are diffi-
cult for government agencies to
meet.

9. Promoting love and harmony
among the community members
and eliminating hatred (Sword,
2014).

10. Volunteering solves problems,
builds social relations between
people in the same region,
increases the level of individual
affiliation of their communities,
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and shortens the distance between
authorities and citizens increasing
the collaboration in identifying
extremists, deviants, or those
preparing for delinquency, and
in detecting and preventing any
sign of criminal activity (Al-Aiti,
2006).

11. The formation of committees
within each mosque with volun-
tary efforts benefits the commu-
nity by strengthening community
ties and contributes to the devel-
opment of the community because
people of each region contribute to
making their area clean, safe, and
beautiful with their own effort.
All this helps to prosper, establish
security, and reduce crime rates
(Masood, 2021).

Role of Volunteering
In the Community Partnership

With partnership we refer to the activi-
ties that community members do to serve
their community inall areas. Thisbehavior
IS based on the principle of volunteering
(Al Otaibi, 2019). It is a form of interac-
tive relationship between family, school,
community, and state. This relationship
requires shared responsibility and roles
between the different parties (Grolnick,
Helmer, 2015).

Ibrahim (2016) asserts that partnership
means taking responsibility for parents
and community ingtitutions, to facili-
tate the school’s mission to educate and
develop children’s skills (Ibrahim, 2016).
Salem (2011) believesthat the partnership
represents a new vision and form of the
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that the exercise will raise the ethical and
health levels of all members of society.
Relief Area

These associations play a major role
in facing disasters such as fires and
earthquakes. They usually organize all
actions that reduce the magnitude of the
disaster. They also help the injured and
aleviate their suffering. (Makram Ethics
Society, 2020).

Volunteering Forms

The volunteer serves his commu-
nity in all areas covered by volunteering
(economic, hedlth, social, security, reli-
gious, etc.) free of charge. Volunteering
has different forms, all of which belong
to the humanitarian action that embodies
an interdependent society and helps the
government achieve some of its objectives
(Al Ghamdi, 2007).

Many non-profit charitiesaim at helping
people in need (MAKAREM, 2020). The
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement are among the world's leading
humanitarian organizations through which
about 80 million people volunteers. They
usually help people who are experiencing
disasters, conflicts, pandemics, and social
problems. The International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement include the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societiesand
about 190 Red Cross and Red Crescent
associations (ICRC, 2022). The ICRC's
2015 annual report stated that 32.3 million
people had access to water and improved
sanitation, 13 million received essential
assistance, and 2.9 million received health

consultations (ICRC, 2015).

In Saudi Arabia, for example, chari-
ties offer volunteer work in various forms
(Al-Saif, 2014):

1. Providing aid, assistance, main-
taining orphans, shelter, and other
humanitarian services.

2. Building health, service, and educa-
tional facilities: such as clinics,
pharmacies, restaurants, housing,
classrooms, and kindergartens, and
encouraging and supporting fishing.

3. Rehabilitation, reclamation of land,
as well as drilling wells, providing
fertilizers, chemicals, pesti-
cides, seedlings, and agricultura
machinery and their spare parts.

4. Securing drinking water, gas and
supplies, sanitary and electrical
consumables, transportation, work-
shops, and building materials such
as block and brick.

| mportance of Volunteering
Volunteering is important to the lives
of the individual, family, and society. It
IS needed as social relations are complex,
particularly with modern civil develop-
ments. It offers a set of humanitarian and
charitable actions. It is an individual and
direct effort in the case of small communi-
ties, and collective ingtitutional efforts in
the case of civil societies through which
volunteers assist a person or group of
people free of charge, ultimately bene-
fiting the society as awhole. Volunteering
IS important because it aims at achieving
many goals, including community service,
security, interdependence, and solidarity.
It embodies the cooperative dimension



of Ministers, 2020). Egypt’s law No. 149
of 2019 on regulating the exercise of civil
work in paragraphs 4 and 8 of article 77
“Encourages community institutions and
government agencies to provide volun-
teer opportunities, and to provide incen-
tives to encourage community members
to join volunteer work” (Egyptian Official
Gazette, 2019).

Another example is the UAE"s federal
law No. 13 of 2018 which aimed at
“gpreading, encouraging, and strength-
ening the culture of volunteer work and
ralsing awareness of its importance, as
well as achieving harmony between the
outputs of voluntary work in the country,
government trends and the nationa
agenda’ (Ministry of Community Devel-
opment, 2018). Also, law No. 1 for the
year 2001 concerning associations and
foundationsin Yemen aimed to “ingtill the
leading role that associations and founda-
tions play in the area, the development of
democratic practice, and the establishment
of a Mudlim civil society, as well as the
expansion of the scope of charitable and
goodwill work besides the enhancement
of socia solidarity within the society”
(National Information Center, 2001).

Volunteering Areas

The Saudi Arabia volunteering ethics
guide specified many volunteering areas,
the most important of which are:
The Educational Area

This field includes building schools
and nurseries, maintaining educational
institutions, and helping poor students
and families to contribute to the educa-
tion of their children. Some charities also
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support research institutions and help
researchers to complete their masters and
doctorate degrees.
Dawah (Missionary Work) Area

This includes holding seminars and
hosting scientists from various disciplines
of religious and non-religious sciences
as well as famous Quran reciters. These
seminars usually discuss topics of interest
to local communities and make recom-
mendations on how to solve them and
increase the support of governments and
community actors.
Social Area

This includes supporting the commu-
nity by caring for low-income families
and supporting the neediest individuas
such as orphans, the elderly, the disabled,
divorced women, and widows.
Environmental Area

This includes building a heathy
ecosystem, whose activities include
planting trees and constructing parks,
preserving wildlife, and keeping the
beauty of nature.
Health Area

This includes building hospitals and
healthcare centers - especidly in remote
and poor areas - and providing support to
patients and poor people who do not have
enough money to treat their children or
parents. Health-care associations are also
concerned with providing health support
and care to women during pregnancy and
delivery, as well as neonatal care, health
support, and treatment for all the poor.
Sport Area

This includes the establishment of
sports clubs and the organization of
competitions. Sports associations believe
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volunteers (Az-Zubeidi, 1984). Idiomati-
cally, the term volunteering means “what
man creates by choice” (Al-Sebki, 1995).
Volunteer work

It is defined as: “A kind of effort made
by members of the community without
waiting for a fee or profit to earn, it is a
donation from the individua to make
manual or intellectua efforts’ (Mez'il,
2014). The researcher defines volunteer
work as“thework or activity that a person
donates to do free of charge without being
obligatory and aimsto achieve community
goals.
Community Partnership

The term “partnership” is a modern
concept which refers to a relationship
between two or more parties that are
geared towards the public benefit and
Is based on considerations of equality,
respect, and mutual giving to achieve
integration, where each party offers its
humanitarian, material, and technical
potential to maximize returns and achieve
goals (Ash-Shabrawi, 2013), while
“community partnership” is defined
as “the role played by individuals in
different processes, and it also can be the
society’s will to participate effectively in
development” (Ash-Shabrawi, 2013).
Extremism

Linguistically, extremism, in Arabic:
At-Tatarruf (noun); tatarrafa (past verb);
yatatarrafu (present verb); tatarrufan
(gerund); mutatarrif (adjective); muta-
tarraf (object, after Arabic transitive verb);
tarrafa (adopted radical positions on polit-
ical, religious, or social issues), and “tatar-
rafd’ in his judgment means “Became an
extremist” (Omar, 2008). Idiomatically, as

per Webster, extremism means“the quality
or state of being extreme” (\Webster, 1984).
Itisalso defined as*ahostile attitude taken
by a person or group of people against an
existing system, whether social or other-
wise, in favor of a violent change to that
system (An-Najjar, 2003).

L egal, Regulatory, and L egislative
Framework for Volunteering

Many laws and regulations have been
passed to regulatevoluntary work andiden-
tify its sectors and the licensed civil insti-
tutions. Many legal systems have allowed
the establishment of associations of volun-
teers, federations, and institutions, and
have organized their publicity and activi-
ties through texts that have been stripped
of any political purpose. Moreover, these
systems have equally dealt with all asso-
ciations of all kinds under the “Volunteer
Code of Ethics’ which is defined in the
community participation policy of Saudi
Arabia as “a document adopted by the
National Volunteer Committee, setting
out the core values of volunteer work and
adhering to all involved parties” (Ministry
of Human Resources and Social Develop-
ment, 2021).

Volunteer work regulations and poli-
cies issued by severa countries aim to
support everything that helps involve the
development of society. The Saudi volun-
tary service law, for example, in para
graphs 4 and 5 of article 2 reads “ promote
patriotism, humanitarian work, and social
responsi bility among community members
and institutions, and develop the capabili-
ties of volunteers to serve national prior-
ities” (Bureau of Experts at the Council



Problem and Questions
of the Study

Lotah (2014) emphasizes the need to
promote the values of voluntary work and
community participation in newly estab-
lished societies to advance the develop-
ment process. Al-Marhabi (2016) empha-
sizes that community participation is a
practical expression in which the individual
takes social responsibility for himself and
others, discusses with them all the topics
they care about, and contributes to them
intellectually, financially, and techni-
cally in a movement of self-growth and a
voluntary effort to solve the challenges of
society. Al-Manaja’a (2019) also recom-
mended that the culture of volunteering
in the family, school, university, and reli-
gious institutions should be supported to
protect young people from the dangers of
extremism.

Volunteer work is one of the most
important pillars in building societies. It
aims at the development and cohesion of
their members and seeks to promote the
values of goodness and giving. Voluntary
work contributes not only to economic
development, but also to social and intel-
lectual development, to the promotion of
values of moderation, and the rejection of
extremism. All these contributions refer to
the issues raised in this study.

Key question:

How relevant is volunteer work to
community partnership and extremism
reduction?

Sub-questions:

- What is voluntary work?

- What role can it play in community

partnership?

\oluntary Work
Between Community Partnership and Extremism Reduction

- What role it can play in reducing
extremism?

Definitions of the Study
Work

Linguistically, the Arabic noun of work
is “Al’amal”, the past verb is “amelah”
(worked), the present verb is “ya’malu”
(works), the subject is “amel” (worker),
the plural noun is “amalah” (workers),
where people do many handmade works
(Ibn Fares, 1399 AH). Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful, said in Strat
Az-Zalzalah (The Earthquake) in the Holy
Quran: “So, whosoever does good equal to
the weight of an atom (or a small ant) shall
see it. And whosoever does evil equal to
the weight of an atom (or a small ant) shall
see it. Verses [7-8]. Also, the term “amal”
«work» has been mentioned 345 times
in the Holy Quran (Abdul Baki, 1945).
Idiomatically, the term «work» means
“the behavior or activity of spending
effort according to an organized plan for
doing some functions aimed at achieving
a particular purpose” (Lalawi, 2012).
Volunteering

Linguistically, in Arabic, ta’ahu
(obeyed him), yatu’uhu (obeys him),
tawa’ahu (agreed with him), and the
antonym of obeying is disobeying or
dislike (Ibn Manzur, 1414 AH). Moreover,
voluntary prayer means supererogatory
prayers, and everyone who does optional
work is a volunteer (al-Fayruizabadr,
2005). Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful, said in Surat al-Baqarah in the
Holy Quran: “[...] but whoever volunteers
goodness, it is better for him [...]. Verse
[184]. Al-Azhari said: Yattawa’ means
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among the key objectives of volunteer work in a rational society which employs the
capacities and potential of its members to improve their situation (Rafida, 2015).

For this reason, millions of volunteers join voluntary organizations whether
individually or collectively, and thousands of institutions are competing to serve
the community. Charities in Saudi Arabia, according to statistics from the
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, reached the number of
1,335 associations (Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development, 2022).
The target is to reach 1 million volunteers to comply with Vision 2030 (National
Volunteer Portal, 2022).
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Volunteering is one of the most important pillars of community building and
cohesion. It is the key to a significant development of any society because it reflects
one of their most civilized aspects (Kalbani, 2020). Voluntary work is as old as
humanity. It manifested in various forms such as aid and relief, for example.
Encouraged by various religions, it now occupies a prominent place in contemporary
social thought, following a series of transformations in societies in all areas (Rafida,
2015). Voluntary work is an indicator of the level of progress of societies. Adeveloped
and civilized country reflects the awareness of its citizens’ humanitarian will and
concern to take care of public and private interests by offering them opportunities
to volunteer in different areas. For this reason, governments in many countries are
looking to build a distinct system of alliances and active participations with citizens
and NGOs that can play an important role in their social development (lbrahim,
2016).

Volunteering is a social phenomenon that emphasizes the positivity of society
and provides an important indicator to evaluate its progress. The most important
advantage of voluntary work is that it offers a true humanitarian image of society
by spreading the concept of social solidarity among individuals while strengthening
relationships among its members. Moreover, at the state level, voluntary work
highlights the importance of the state and the solidarity of its members through
the development of the humanitarian spirit and motivation for charitable collective
actions which contribute to the strengthening of social structure (Kalbani, 2020).

This correlation between voluntary work and community partnership
undoubtedly contributes to the development of society and the preservation of
Its security, since it is the primary responsibility of every member of society to
maintain order, prevent crimes, and dispelling concerns for the sake of its well-
being and cohesion (DiCarlo, 2020). This means that confronting crime, reducing
extremism, and protecting young people from joining extremist groups are also
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Abstract

Through the study of the concepts of voluntary work,
community partnership, and extremism, this study aimed
to find out to what extent it can involve the community
in the effort to reduce extremism considering the legal,
regulatory, and legislative framework together with the
responsibility of individuals, institutions, and the State.
This study identified the areas, forms, and importance
of voluntary work as a measure of the advancement of
communities. In this context, this work analyses the
concept of community partnership, its importance, types,
and participatory roles of individuals and institutions
which get involved in voluntary work. This study also
identified challenges voluntary work faces - related to
institutional structure and practices - and how relevant
it is for the security of the community and the reduction
of extremism. The study’s most important result is that
voluntary work can be complementary to the work of the
State, asitincludes not only the charitable and relief aspects
but also the social, educational, health, environmental, and
sports aspects. This study indicated that the commitment
of voluntary workers to legal and regulatory frameworks
makes voluntary work more regulated. The study
concluded that the State’s responsibility toward volunteers
is to legalize, organize, and control their contribution.
The involvement of individuals and institutions is a good
indicator of social responsibility. This study agreed with
previous studies that emphasized the need to volunteer
to improve societies by providing excellent public and
private services.

Keywords: Volunteer Work, Community partnership,
Extremism, Community Security
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safety of women rests with all parties
concerned with their immigration status
(countries of origin, transit countries,
and host countries), especialy govern-
ments. Immigrant women from sub-Sa-
haran Africa are subject to this double
violence, which takes multiple dimen-
sions, but this situation worsens when
their responsibilities include childcare
because the same situation applies to
minor children, whether they are alone
or accompanied by their relatives, who
in turn should be given the necessary
protection and care. What we have here
Is two very fragile groups, and whose
members are at risk of being victims of
human rights violations However, it is
difficult to protect them due to the situ-
ations in which they live, often full of
risks and threats. Often they are unable
to file a complaint with the concerned
authorities or even cooperate with the
security services as doing SO exposes
them to danger and accountability, being
illegal in a state of undeclared blockade
in transit countries.

|
0

On this basis, this situation requires
strengthening or coming up with new
methodologies in work and intervention
in order to protect immigrant women
from all forms of violence against them
during the immigration journey and the
transit experience. Immigrant African
women accompanying minor chil-
dren, and during their journey towards
northern Morocco en route to Europe,
live a unique experience that deeply
affects them and whose effects last for
many years, as they suffer extremely
complex situations at all levels in the
transit countries. En route to their dream
destination, they are trapped as a result
of closed borders and European policies
regarding immigration. Thus, everyone
must be convinced that humanitarian
interventions are necessary and crucial,
but they will not be enough aloneaslong
asthe EU policy isbased on moving their
borders to transit countries, ignoring
the fact that immigration flows are not
the responsibility of transit countries
but theirs.



African women. For their part, African
women feel alot of gratitude and appreci-
ation for these Moroccan women, but this
does not strengthen the ties of bonding,
communication, and coexistence between
them, where rdigious, cultural, and
ethnic differences stand as great obsta-
cles. African immigrants, both men and
women, live asone big family, asrelations
among them are characterized by being
traditional relations based on solidarity
and cooperation. This is dictated by the
similarity of circumstances and fate on the
one hand, and the presence of a kind of
ethnic, cultural, and religious affinity on
the other hand. That is why we see them
turning away from all externa relations
that would rearrange the relations between
them, which were founded on humani-
tarian and civil standards.

What fosters isolation and distance
between the two parties (Moroccan and
sub-Saharan African women) is that
African women feel they are transient
in time and place, not to mention being
psychologically frustrated, still suffering
a deep psychological experience as a
result of immigration and its risks, which
may last for along time, as indicated in
some studies (J. Freedman, B. Jamal,
2008). In addition, they are subjected to
abuse, unaccepted in many places and
fields, face difficulties in finding homes
for rent, and feel akind of discrimination
and racism on account of their color, reli-
gion, and culture (C. Catarino, M. Morok-
vasic, 2005). They are even nicknamed
“Al-Aziyya’ in reference to the color of
their black skin. As a result of common
social stereotypes that typecast black

Immigration of African Women Accompanying Minors
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Africa as the source of AIDS, they are
also believed to be carriers of the deadly
disease. It is possible to talk about a kind
of latent and soft racism, even though
racism does not seem to be a rampant,
systematic, or part of daily behavior. Itis
often aresponse to socialy or religiously
unacceptable behaviors, aswell asaresult
of negative stereotypes propagated by the
media. This makes integration impos-
sible between people who were forced to
stay in acountry they did not choose, and
that does not provide them with a decent
living. That is why they prefer to stay on
its sidelines, and among people who in
turn, due to similar social and economic
conditions, dream of immigrating from
their own country.

Conclusion

The main problem concerning this
pattern of immigration isthat what African
women immigrants with minor children
are exposed to requires official recog-
nition as a violation of human rights. If
recognized as such, this would stimulate
interventions that give them the status of
“refugees’. This would guarantee their
protection by introducing the necessary
measures of positive discrimination, since
the nature of theviolationsthey arevictims
of differs from those men suffer.

A distinction should be made between
what happens in the public sphere and
what happens in the private sphere.
In this context, women are victims of
double violence that occurs in both
spheres. This requires taking special
measures and exceptional care, since
the responsibility for the protection and

75



\l
N

Issue No. (8) September 2022 / Safar 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

However, his view of her has changed
drastically, and she is no longer governed
by traditions and the traditional division
of roles. Immigration for her marked the
beginning of her liberation from the domi-
nation of society. Man existsasaprotector,
because the woman needsaman asaresult
of her weakness and inability to withstand
dangerous paths of immigration, and if he
ceases to be her protector, she can look for
the protection of another man, and so on,
according to a logic that casts her as an
immigrant with multiple roles — her tradi-
tional role asawoman and her new role as
an immigrant —with an eye on the success
of her immigration plan. Most impor-
tantly, she appears financialy indepen-
dent, as she manages everything related to
her daily life independently.

This situation has resulted in a radical
transformation in the relations between
men and women, as we witness a qualita-
tive transformation based on the concept
of “free union” between men and women,
which gives children the right to belong to
their mother, where the father, or at least
his identity, appears unknown. Most chil-
dren accompanying sub-Saharan African
women were the offspring of a “free
union,” not marriage, because this union
IS not characterized by any kind of dura-
bility, as it changes rapidly according
to the itineraries of the journey and the
conditions and constraints of immigra
tion. Thus, children are more attached to
their mothers, and they come under their
responsibilities. This situation leads to
the strengthening of women'’s autonomy,
and the strengthening of their personality,
which means the formation of anew iden-

tity that rebuilds socia relations based
on gender, or at least redistributes gender
roles through new alliances and unprece-
dented forms of resistance (Rapport atelier
Forum social Maghreb-Machrek, 2014).

| mpossible Coexistence and Soft
Racism

African immigrant women show a
negative attitude towards Morocco, as
it was and will remain for them just a
transit station. Therefore, they do not
think about settling init, as Morocco does
not provide them with real job opportu-
nities that would allow them to improve
their social and economic conditions. The
available jobs for them in Morocco are
those of housemaids, nannies, barbers, or
street peddlers, while beggary remainsthe
best possible option for them to secure a
livelihood. In addition, some of these jobs
expose them to harassment, humiliation,
beatings, and rape.

All facts and field data indicate that
immigrants in Morocco changed from
clandestine illegal immigrants to public
illegal immigrants. Asaresult of thisgreat
transformation, we find them occupying
squares, roaming the streets, begging at
traffic lights and in public places. This
transformation was supposed to create
a kind of coexistence between them and
Moroccans, but what happened was
contrary to all expectations. Asrevealed in
interviews with Moroccan women living
next to African women, there is an irony
characterizing their relationship. And
indeed Moroccan women, motivated by
either religious considerations or a sense
of neighborliness, givealot of aid to these



however, does not mean a break with
their traditional roles, as they perform all
the work that may be imposed on them,
whether during theimmigration journey or
during their stay in northern Morocco. By
combining these traditional and new roles,
they not only gain a positive social value
given to the immigrant, but also a chance
to make their choices and fulfill their aspi-
rations. The idea of success determines
and directs their steps and draws their
expectations about the future. The idea of
success determines their strategies.

Pregnancy and the presence of chil-
dren under the responsibility of immigrant
African woman may be part of aconscious
and self-evident strategy, the objective of
whichisto bolster the success of theimmi-
gration plan. It may also be an unavoidable
destiny, which makes her more of avictim
than the author of her own fate. Thus,
becoming pregnant, willingly or unwill-
ingly, adds further burdens on women to
raise and care for children.

In the mind of the immigrant African
man, theimmigrant African woman holds
a kind of temptation and attraction. In
most cases, sheisan object of respect, and
rarely an object of contempt —the latter is
only when she rebels against her position
as awoman and the mores of male-domi-
nated traditional society, or commits acts
and behaviors, especially prostitution,
that are considered from the perspective
of the prevailing culture offensive to the
reputation and honor of men. In other
cases, the immigrant African woman
emerges in the minds of her male coun-
terpart as a fighter, enjoying a greater
ability to resist and endure than men.

Immigration of African Women Accompanying Minors
From the Violence on the Road to the Ordeals of Crossing

Just like men, she too immigrates for the
same reasons, and faces the same dangers
and hardships. Thus, she seems more
capable of success, for in her immigra-
tion she combines the roles of men and
women. She retains the traditional divi-
sion of roles, which appears to be present
in the minds of all the men interviewed.
Thus, hers is a strategy that has proven
to be effective, and it is not surprising to
see men performing the role of women,
carrying infants on their backs, or taking
them with them on begging tours in the
streets and at traffic lights. Is this the
beginning of a change in gender roles, or
Isit just related to immigration contexts?

A New ldentity or a Change
in Roles?

All theinterviews showed that immigra-
tion had a significant and tangible impact
on gender relations, asit revealed inequal -
ities, and works to change them according
to the variables imposed by immigration
conditions and the constraints of clashing
with new identities, which are more likely
to clash with other identitiesin the event of
the success of theimmigration plan. Thus,
men show greater flexibility in surpassing
their roles, which are determined by the
position they occupy within theframework
of gender-based social relations. However,
these roles remain identical with those
determined by society, which strengthens
the dominance of men over women, and
makes them under his guardianship, as
he negotiates in her name, and speaks on
her behalf whenever necessary, and thisis
what was examined during the interviews
of the current research.
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their eyes will always be fixed on Europe,
while returning to their homeland is
unimaginable. Return means failure and
humiliation. No one can convince them
of the current situation on the borders and
beyond, and none of them can admit it.

Immigration as the Beginning of
the End of Information Gathering

In the minds of most sub-Saharan
African women, immigration represents a
rare opportunity that should be seized, like
amagic wand that allows them to change
social and economic conditions for the
better. With immigration begins a new
dream, a new world, a better life, good
education, economic and social prosperity.
Immigration is preceded by ahuge amount
of information, data, and news. The idedl
moment for the decision to immigrate is
associ ated with the compl etion of informa-
tion gathering. It isrelated to cross-border
information, some of which is provided
by the networks of immigrants and smug-
glers, while others sources are provided by
social networksactive on theinternet. This
information includes opportunities and
possibilities of failure, success, risks, safe
transportation methods, material costs,
and other immigration-related matters
such as distances, time durations, and
psychological as well as physica hard-
ships. Thisflow of information and dataiis
based on socia relationships and interac-
tionsthat are active on the borders, and are
considered transient by virtue of the media
revolution and social networks (Masjavan
Meeteren et a. al, 2013). This explains
the continuity of immigration flows from
the south to the north, despite al the data

and facts pointing to the grim prospects
of immigration and the impossibility of
crossing the borders. What guarantees
its continuity is the existing communica-
tion between smugglers and immigrants
networks, which is based on trust and the
exchange of services, knowing that some
immigrants, in turn, may turn into smug-
glers as a result of acquiring experience
they accumulate during repeated immigra-
tion attempts.

Resistance Strategies and Success
of the Immigration Plan

From all the interviews we conducted,
it was learned that pregnancy or accompa-
nying achild or minor children isthe most
important strategy adopted by sub-Sa-
haran African women for the success of
their immigration plan, asthisallowsthem
to regularize their status as immigrants or,
for humanitarian reasons, obtain refugee
status if they cross the borders. This also
guarantees them a lot of sympathy, secu-
rity, and protection, whether during travel
or during their stay in the cities of northern
Morocco. We note that thereisaconsensus
among all African men interviewed that,
compared to them, African women's
chances of success in their immigration
plan are greater.

Although the ideas of men and women
are similar with regard to the success
of the immigration plan, as well as the
meaning that is given to success, when
African women immigrate and go out into
the public sphere, leave their families
homes and homelands, and head towards
new worlds, they are forced to learn new
roles in order to adjust and survive. This,



their fortune and that of their families. In
Europe, there are many opportunities for
success and excellence, and the stories of
failure are not part of their vocabulary. In
other cases, and in light of this predica-
ment, the choice of death or suicide attend
al their steps, and there is even a state
of excessive passivity (MSF-E, 2010).
Thus, they have no choice but to wait for
the right moment to storm the borders or
ride rubber boats known as “ death boats.”
This exposes them to dangers and death,
although their memory is still heavy
with the names and nationalities of those
who died by drowning at sea or during
the storming of the borders, which rings
ominoudly in their ears them every year.

Crossing the borders by land, sea, or
air has become an impossibility in recent
years, as the borders have been fully
secured. Spain has secured its borders by
all means and the latest technologies, and
has spent a lot of money to monitor its
borders in the cities of Ceuta and Médlilla.
Morocco has received great financia
support from the European Union in order
to play therole of border police. Indeed, it
hasacentral rolein preventing immigrants
from crossing into Europe. In fact, these
measures have proven effective, as there
has been a significant decrease in the rate
of immigrants arriving in Europe (Wihtol
de Wenden Catherine, 2010).

The current predicament of immi-
grant African women, and immigrants in
general, is the impossibility of moving
forward or going back. Therefore, they are
faced with difficult and painful choices,
but they are forced to accept them, because
they took avery dangerousjourney. Travel
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was difficult, arduous, and dangerous,
and they were repeatedly subjected to
harassment and violence, and many of
them were raped. So, their memories are
heavy with sorrows and painful memories,
and there is nothing left between them
and the redlization of their dream apart
from crossing the border. But this step
has become impossible, and it may cost
them their lives. So, African women live
a kind of shock and a state of frustration.
All their dreams of crossing vanished and
collapsed little by little, yet they continue
to be unconvinced by reality. They are
forced to live in camps, shelters, and inap-
propriate housing that lack the most basic
conditions of health and protection. They
may be returned to their home countries,
or taken to the borders and |eft there, and
if they are allowed to stay, unemploy-
ment will be their inevitable fate, and they
may be forced to engage in prostitution,
or, at best, sall some handicrafts. What is
striking is that they started begging in the
streets of the cities of northern Morocco.
Sub-Saharan immigrant women do not
rule out any prospects, which may hamper
their dream of crossing. Even staying in
Morocco is one of the worst possibilities.
Thus, everything they do in the north of
Morocco indicates that it is temporary
and transient actions that do not seek to
embrace the moment or to continue in
time. In order to achieve this dream, they
have put their lives at risk, regardless of
costs, and everyone must be convinced of
this: Europe must be convinced of this,
and Morocco must aso be convinced.
They have to be convinced that no matter
how long they stay in northern Morocco,
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to deal with this multiplicity and diversity
of identities and adapt to it, where adap-
tation and integration become a necessity.

Indeed, immigrant women from
sub-Saharan Africa began, as reveded
by the interviews conducted with them,
to acquire a lot of local behavior and
customs. For instance, they began to learn
the local dialect, sometimes trying to
learn Arabic, Spanish, or French, and they
employ all strategies to achieve a kind of
presence in the public sphere in a manner
that fosters communication and social
relations. In this context, they literally use
and copy the same strategies Moroccans
use in begging and asking for help, occu-
pying the same places such as mosgues
and traffic lights, and exploiting the same
time of the day such as prayer times, espe-
cidly Friday prayers, repeating the same
phrases used by Moroccan beggars. And
they even copycat the same signs, and
all this is met with a lot of approval and
sympathy, which makes them feel that
they have mastered the role which appears
like that of anthropol ogists when they first
arrive in unfamiliar societies.

Such attemptsto adapt and integrate are
deeply selective and intentional, involving
awareness and revealing a strategy that
does not seek to forget the dream of
leaving. Itisnot about astate of actual inte-
gration, because actual integration means
giving up the dream of crossing, while
they maintain a kind of distance between
themselves and others. Migrants consti-
tute strong and solid networks regardless
of their different nationalities. What unites
them is thelr “common dream.” They
are under the protection of male African

immigrants who negotiate on their behalf.
The existence of asocial distance between
them and the local population is a neces-
sity, and congtitutes a prerequisite for
assimilation not to occur and for the dream
not to vanish. Thereis a strange logic that
dominates the thinking of most of them, a
starting point that has nothing to do with
reality, nor with rational thinking, but it
remains present and burning, which isthat
— one day — they will cross the sea, and
realize their dream. It is a state of being
lost, postponing everything for the sake of
agreat illusion.

| mmigration as an Adventure and
Death asa Concomitant Choice

Most of the immigrant African women
from sub-Saharan Africa believe that their
suffering will end once they cross to the
other side. And for them, the realization of
this dream is just a matter of time and a
little patience and effort, even if in genera
they fedl that their stay in the cities of
northern Morocco has taken a long time
and has exceeded their expectations and
guesses.

This feeling of inexhaustible hope is
matched by a sentiment that they are in
a real predicament. However, they show
great stubbornness, and ignore redlity,
for they are unable to go back or move
forward, asit seemsimpossibleto crossthe
border. Returning to their home country
means failure, especialy since they lost
everything they had owned and risked
everything, including their lives. In their
own thinking, the image of the immigrant
is not linked to failure, as all immigrants
are successful people, who have changed



repressive, and oppressive, while Europe
in the minds of these immigrantsis attrac-
tive, aluring, and bright.

A large part of these African women's
adherence to their right to life, and their
right to “dream” of aparadise, liesin their
Imaginings about the countries beyond the
Mediterranean. These imaginings would
not have been formed without the social
and cultural interactions that occurred and
occur asaresult of social media(Magavan
Meeteren et Sonia Pereira, 2013 et Dana
Diminescu, 2013). Thus, the imaginings
formed in connection with the European
dream among these African women were
the turning point in ther lives, because
the world in their view begins and ends
in Europe, just as the “dream” begins in
Europe.

In fact, thisimage would not have been
formed without the socia and cultural
interactions characteristic of our contem-
porary world, which in large part take
place in African countries, which have
experienced transformations, changes, and
breakups. Those who are more capable,
more clinging to life and the dream of
immigration, have responded to these
life-shaking experiences, regardiess of the
dangers.

Border Identitiesand the
Problem of Integration

During their long journey towards
northern Morocco, Sub-Saharan African
women gain a unique life experience,
which is imprinted on their behavior and
awareness. As they cross the borders of
different and multiple human and ethnic
groups and countries, and coexist with
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people of diverse cultures and identi-
ties, they acquire new patterns of action,
and form a new vision about life and the
world. This is what is imprinted in their
perceptions, attitude, and strategies in
order to achieve their dream of crossing to
the other side.

The experience and adventure of trav-
eling towards Europe is completed when
these African women arrive in northern
Morocco, and they are scattered over a
geography whose main characteristic is
that it is a border area, or it is viewed as
such, and thusit is seen as a stepping stone
towards to the European paradise. This
strengthens hope and dreaming as much
as it shocks to the point of bitterness and
despair when they find the borders closed,
and it is impossible to cross the Mediter-
ranean. Here, the sojourn in the north of
Morocco becomes longer and slower than
all expectations (C. Solis, 11111), then
emerges the problem of integration, coex-
istence, and adaptation.

How Do African Women Experi-
encethis Problem?

Northern Morocco appears as a large
border area due to the presence of the
citiesof Ceutaand Méelilla, which mark the
beginning of the European borders, and the
distance between Tangiers and Spain gives
the same impresson. Immigrants can
witness with their own eyes some of the
features of the “European Dream,” which
makes the cities of northern Morocco a
unique area in which multiple identities,
different races, and different languages
coexist. This reality forces immigrants in
general, and African women in particular,
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and physical (J. Freedman, B. Jamal,
2008).

Our interviews with al sub-Saharan
African women revealed that traveling and
crossing the borders of a number of coun-
tries costs a lot in financial terms. These
costs include smugglers fees, the costs
of living and accommodation during the
trip, and the costs of settling down in the
northern cities of Morocco. The process
seems costly and unaffordable, athough
the immigrants statements do not reveal
all thedetails, and appear intentionally and
conscioudly brief, nor are they accurate, as
they are based on estimates and guesses
since part of this may be due to the fact
that currency exchange rates are often
those of the black market.

Those who immigrate are the ones who
can afford al these costs and fees, and can
bear the dangers of immigration and the
ordeals of transit. Many African immi-
grant women |eft either their homes, their
families, or their children, having suddenly
made the decision to leave, and sold all
thelr own possessions and those of their
families, collected their savings, borrowed
from their families and acquaintances,
and packed their bagsin order to leave for
Europe, their “dream destination.”

What we have here isagroup of immi-
grant women who can at least afford the
costsof travel, accommodation, and smug-
glers fees, in addition to having the ability
to put up with the hardships and dangers
of immigration and travel (C. Catarino,
M. Morokvasic, 2005). In the minds of
immigrant Africans in northern Morocco,
the image of African immigrant womenis
amost the same. As revealed through al

the interviews conducted with a group of
Africans, the immigrant woman is associ-
ated with strength, courage, and patience.
She is an obdurate fighter, thus worthy of
respect and appreciation, as immigration
in itself is a kind of struggle that reveas
the dynamics of gender and the new forms
of women'’sresistance in their countries of
origin (N. Moujoud, 2008).

When they made the decision to immi-
grate, most sub-Saharan African women
were aware of the difficulties and dangers
of travel (C. Catarino, M. Morokvasic,
2005), knowing full well that they are
subject to rape, violence, humiliation,
threats, theft, and terror. But, in spite of all
that, they decided to immigrate, leave, and
face the dangers of adventure.

How Can this Decision be Under-
stood?

The stated factors about the causes
of immigration disappear, and they are
indeed real and actual causes, which can be
reduced to political problems and internal
conflicts in some sub-Saharan countries,
not to mention the problems associated
with drought, desertification, continued
environmental degradation, famines, and
natural disasters, which adversely impact
the lives of individuals and groups. All
these factors disappear, and others appear,
when we analyze what these immigrants
think about their intended destination, i.e.,
the northern banks of the Mediterranean,
their dream destination, their imagined
paradise. Thus, one can bear all manner of
hardship in order to reach it. Indeed, the
social, economic, and political conditions
in sub-Saharan countries are repulsive,



Noteson Context and M ethodol ogy

Field research was conducted in phases
and in various areas, especidly in Tang-
iers and Tétouan in northern Morocco,
between January 2017 and January 2018.
Werelied mainly on qualitativetechniques.
The methods used ranged from docu-
ment analysis to semi-directed interviews
and observations, as the field research
included analyzing the experiences of
immigrant African men and women en
route to Europe. Attention was focused
on the situation of women accompanying
minor children under their care.

The interviews were not limited to
sub-Saharan African women accompa-
nying minor children, but also included
other groups, such as male African immi-
grants. The aim was to encompass the
subject of the study, through different
viewpoints, as it was important to note
the contrast and complementarity between
the points of view on the same issue or
problem, according to the different posi-
tions of the actors and their assessments of
the situation(s) in which they exist.

We took the interviews we conducted
as a text or discourse (Kaufman, 2006,
194), to which we frequently returned in
order to understand its strict sense, conno-
tations, and dimensions. We tried as much
as possible to be free from mechanical and
direct interpretations. For sub-Saharan
female immigrants, interviews were an
opportunity not only to reveal and express
many of their preoccupations, problems,
waiting, and feelings, but also to commu-
nicate their own messages—as evidenced
by their readiness to answer any question
with no restraint whatsoever, and by their
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tendency to express what they would like
to say and communicateto theworld. They
possess great awareness and knowledge of
immigration, its paths and problems, as
well as their strategies for the success of
the immigration plan.

Who Arethe lmmigrant African
Women from Sub-Saharan Africa?
The question may seem too naive, and
the answer to it a well-known given. The
answer that all the African immigrant
women give is amost the same. There
are social, economic, and political condi-
tions that forced them to immigrate. They
look for havens that would allow them
to improve their social and economic
conditions, as there is a direct relation-
ship between poverty and immigration on
the one hand, and between immigration
and the hope of improving the conditions
of life on the other hand. In short, they
come from countries that lack security
and stability, or from poor countries such
as Nigeria, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea,
Mali, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Niger, and
Cameroon (K. Elmadmad, 2011).

Who Immigrates, Then, of
African Women?

- Those who can afford the costs of
travel to northern Morocco and bear
the costs of accommodation.

- Those who have the physical and
psychological capacity to bear the
endeavour of immigration and the
concomitant suffering, difficulties,
and dangers. Indeed, these immi-
grants are exposed to intolerable
doubleviolence—both psychological
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malnutrition. Briefly, it can be said that the most vulnerable situation is that of these
Immigrant women, and their minor children, who live in the vicinity of the cities of
northern Morocco (A-M. Moulin, 2014), waiting for the appropriate opportunity
to cross to the other bank. What are the characteristics of these immigrants? What
are their human and social conditions in the cities of northern Morocco? How can
these situations be understood? How can we intervene to provide assistance to
them? How can these situations be approached?
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Several reports regarding the situation of sub-Saharan African immigrants in
northern Morocco, especially those issued by Médecins Sans Frontieres (2013 or
AMERM, 2008), indicated that the tightening of border control policies placed
Immigrants in a state of prolonged siege, as they could not continue their journey
towards Europe. At the same time, they do not think of returning to their countries
of origin, because moving the locus of confrontation with immigration from Europe
to the transit countries, forced the latter, specifically the North African countries, to
play the role of border police. This exacerbated the situation of immigrants at many
levels. Many international and local NGOs working in the humanitarian section,
denounce the violations of international and humanitarian laws and covenants.

In this context, the immigration of African women and those accompanying
minor children constituted a topic not much different from the rest of other
Immigrant groups, which was the subject of various researchs and studies (Guerry,
2009; Kofman, 2004; Morokvasic, 2008; Roulleau-Berger, 2010). Indeed, the topic
demands a different approach due to the multiple dimensions of vulnerability,
which include both women and minors, whether in relation to methodology during
research and study, or to humanitarian intervention in order to protect and assist
them. These sub-Saharan women make long journeys from their countries of origin
towards North Africa (Morocco, being one of these countries, is the destination
most exposed to this type of immigration flows), and they become virtual detainees
or besieged in these countries, as a result of the policies adopted by the European
Union related to controlling immigration flows, so that the cities of northern
Morocco become waiting halls and points for transit operations towards Europe.

Thus, upon reaching this besieged destination, these female immigrants and their
children find themselves in an extreme state of vulnerability. Along the immigration
route, many of them become pregnant, and as a result bear the burdens of young
children. They suffer extreme poverty, general deterioration of health, and
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Abstract

This paper seeks to shed light on the sit-
uation of sub-Saharan African women who,
as a result of the European immigration
policy, remained trapped in transit coun-
tries, such as Morocco, where they live in
the most vulnerable conditions. This will be
evident by examining the experience of im-
migrants with all its dangers and difficulties
and the serious impact on their psyche. In
particular, this study will analyse their lives
after they arrive in northern Morocco and
find themselves forced to adapt to new con-
ditions during the long wait before crossing
to the opposite shore. Thus, to the experi-
ence of immigration is added the difficulty
of settling in the northern cities of Moroc-
co where they have to integrate by looking
a livelihood, medical treatment, and the
provision of education for their children,
while waiting for the right opportunity to
cross. Between this and that, their sense of
fragmentation and instability increases, so
does their suffering, as they are neither set-
tled nor on the move.

Keywords: Sub-Saharan African im-
migrants, minors, transit countries, integra-
tion, borders
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4. Increased costs of humanitarian
assistance: The war-induced price
hikes that will impact international
and local humanitarian organiza-
tions aready severely disrupted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. The high
prices of food, fuel, and transport
have increased the costs of human-
itarian assistance, which means
that those organizations have fewer
resources to spend on basic goods
and services, such as food, water,
agricultural supplies, sanitation, and
medical care, which have aready
become limited by the fact that many
States have pursued a policy of
protectionism over their resources,
especially over food.

Conclusion

At the end of the study, it is worth
emphasizing severa issues, including that
the crises witnessed by the international
community during the last three years have
had a significant impact on the humani-
tarian gituation and the flow of humani-
tarian and relief assistance to many coun-
tries. The COVID-19 pandemic has led to

0
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an increase in humanitarian funding and
a change in the assistance dlocated to
some sectors. For example, the pandemic
has led to an increase in funding for the
health sector in the same way, the Russo-
Ukrainianwar hasledtoanincreaseinallo-
cations to certain sectors, such aslogistics,
camps, shelters, and emergency communi-
cations causing a decline in allocations to
other sectorsto divert them to Ukraine.

Nevertheless, it is worth emphasizing
that the frequency and prolongation of
international crises will negatively affect
the flow of humanitarian and relief assis-
tance. These crises already had negative
effects on the global economy with the
result the humanitarian funding will not be
commensurate with the growing humani-
tarian needs because of the deterioration
of the economies of many States. This
will lead to a smaller number of States
receiving assistance, in particular those
that do not fall within the priorities of
donor countries. Despite the deteriora
tion of thelr humanitarian conditions these
countries will not receive enough human-
itarian funding, or, in the worst case, they
will be excluded.
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In addition to the above, it should
be noted that the Russo-Ukrainian war
has repercussions on the flow of inter-
national humanitarian assistance to the
targeted countries:

1. Forcing receiving countries to

3. Shifting assistance to Ukraine:

The European Union countries are
afraid of an increase in the number
of refugees and internally displaced
persons fleeing combat zones in
Ukraine, as well as the possibility of

choose one of the parties to the
conflict. For example, Palestine is
financially and politically depen-
dent on Ukraine's Western allies,
but at the same time on Russian
humanitarian assi stance, S0
choosing one of the parties could
have negative repercussions.

. Increased humanitarian needs

in countries such as Afghanistan,
Yemen, Syria, and Somalia, with
disruption of global cereal exports
and increased food and fuel prices.

increasing rates of human trafficking
and gender-based violence because
war is an ideal climate for the emer-
gence and spread of these crimes,
which prompted the European Union
countries to divert their resources
and assistance they were offering to
other countriesto Ukraine. As shown
in Figure 8, Ukraine has become
the first in terms of humanitarian
funding it received in 2022. Yemen
or Syria topped that position before
the outbreak of war.

Figure 8: Humanitarian funding for receiving countries during thefirst half of 2022
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received 10,866 — 13,635 — 5,631 — 1,252 — 1,135 — 0.76 — 0.55 million US dollars
—1.036—1.346 million US dollarsrespec-  in the pre-war phase, as shown in Figure 7
tively, against the 7,963 — 5,310 — 4,667 and Table 7.

Figure 7: Comparison assistance allocated to each sector before and after the outbreak of the war

@®Nov-21 @Dec-21 @®Jan-22 @Feb-22 ®Mar-22 @ Apr-22 ® May-22 @ Jun-22 @®Before War (Nov.2021-Feb2022) @ After War outbreak (Mar-June2022)
100%

Total
51M

19m™m
Health

I
>
<

80%

Shelter

!
<

1M

a
F
I
<

Logistics

60%

2 £
g

Emergency Telecommu...

Protection

[
< £

Education

Water & San

LB
gi

e e
e
z =

2
<

Food Security
20%

om

=)
<
N
S
<
IS
5]
<

Total Health Shelter Logistics Emergen Water & Protection Food Education
Telecom San Security
sector

Table 7: Comparing humanitarian funding for each sector before and after the outbreak of the war

Sector Pre-war outbreak (Nov. 21-Feb. 22) = Post-war outbreak (March-June 22)
Food Security 420,091 474,231
Health 18,888,674 16,452,016
Camps 7,963,670 10,866,922
and shelters T e

education 760,685 1,036,235
opater & 550,530 1,346,744
c Or'f]mrr?ﬁ:g‘a’o " 4,667,883 5,631,779
Logistics 5,310,853 13,635,591
Protection 1,135,882 1,252,997
Total 39,698,268 50,696,515

Source: International Humanitarian City
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Assistance Allocated to Each Sector
From Nov. 2021 before the outbreak

of the Russo-Ukrainian war to June 2022,

all sectors to which humanitarian funding

was offered witnessed a fluctuation, as no
single sector experienced a continuous
increase or decrease during those months
as shown in Table 6.

Table 6: Humanitarian funding for each sector during Nov. 2021 — June 2022

Sector Nov.21 @ Dec.21 | Jan.22 Feb.22 March22 April22 May?22 June?22
Food 71,907 0 234,785 = 113,399 328,844 98,449 46,938 0
Security ' ' ' ' ' '
Health 9,112,924 5,465,934 1,581,458 2,728,358 7,711,549 4,675,999 3,369,349 695,119
Camps
and 5,228,507 336,886 1,216,795 1,181,482 4,233,732 3,588,537 1,308,632 1,736,021
Shelters
education 0 14,508 86,283 | 659,894 912,946 @ 123,289 0 0
Water & 537560 60,262 35029 217,679 842,033 335316 122,527 46,868
Sewage
Emergency
Communi- 679,753 805,894 1,885,907 1,296,329 1,492,622 3,024,302 928,263 186,592
cations

Logistics 1,399,161 1,051,011 1,968,393 892,288 2,457,756 7,903,519 2,707,601 566,715

Protection 118,561 @ 75,619 | 891,229

Total 16,848,373 7,810,114 7,899,879 7,139,902 18,805,03619,830,173 8,502,813 3,558,493

50,473

825,554 80,762 19,503 327,178

Source: International Humanitarian City

However, caculating the total amount
of humanitarian and relief assistance alo-
cated to all sectors after the outbreak of
war from March 2022 to June 2022, it is
clear that it was greater than the volume of
funding allocated to them from November
2021 to February 2022. Thetotal assistance
at that time was 39.69 million US dollars
and then increased to 50.696 million US
dollars. Comparing the total funding for
each sector at each stage, the health sector

witnessed a decrease after the outbreak of
the war, with the total funding allocated
to it a 16.450 million US dollars against
the 18.888 million US dollars before the
outbreak of the war. This may be due to
the significant decline of the COVID-19
pandemic at that stage. The camps and
shelters, logistics, emergency communi-
cations, protection, education, and water
and sewage sectors assistance increased
after the outbreak of the war. These sectors



the rest of regions for that period. Europe
received 13.36 million US dollars after
the outbreak of war, compared to 2.94
million US dollars before it. The Amer-
icas received 1.536 million US dollars in
March-June 2022, an increase of nearly
100% from the previous period (Novem-
ber-February 2019), in which it received
0.520 million US dallars.

As for Africa and Oceania, they
witnessed a decline in the total human-

The Impact of International Crises on Humanitarian Assistance
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itarian assistance alocated to them after
the outbreak of the war. Africa received
13.3 million US dollars in March - June
2022 compared to 16.74 million US
dollars in November - February 2019,
and the difference is -3.4 million US
dollars. Oceania received 16.28,000 US
dollars after the outbreak of the war,
compared to 520,000 US dollars before
the outbreak of the war as shown in
Figure 6 and Table 5.

Figure 6: Humanitarian funding for each region before and after the outbreak of war
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Table 5: Comparing humanitarian funding for each region before and after the outbreak of war
Region Pre-war outbreak (Nov. 2021-Feb. 2022) Post-war outbreak (March-June 2022)
Africa 16,741,631 13,300,32
Asia 18,757,746 22,478,052
Europe 2,940,178 13,361,905
Oceania 520,054 19,288
The Americas 738,658 1,536,946




a1
(o))

Issue No. (8) September 2022 / Safar 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

It should be noted that the post-war
change was not limited to the number of
countries receiving assistance, but also
to the amount provided to many of them.
For example, the humanitarian funding
that Yemen was receiving declined. It
received 1.24 billion US dollars assis-
tanceinthefirst half of 2022, whileinthe
first half of 2021 it received 1.63 billion
US dollars, and in 2020 1.12 billion
US dollars, and before the COVID-19
pandemic, in 2019, it received 2.068
billion US dollars, as indicated in Table
2. On the other hand, the humanitarian
funding received by other countries,
such as Ukraine and Afghanistan, has
increased: the latter received 1.527
billion US dollars in the first half of
2022, although at the same time from
2021, 2020, and 2019 it received 1.1

billion, 365.5 million and 292.5 million
US dollars respectively.
Humanitarian Assistance by Region
There has been a change before and
after the outbreak of war, as well as a
change in the total and average of assis-
tance in the humanitarian funding to the
five regions of Africa, Asia, Europe,
Oceania, and the Americas. In November
2021, Africareceived $8 million, and this
amount gradually decreased until $2.98
million in February 2022, and then began
to increase dightly, reaching 4 million in
March and April 2022, but decreased to
half in June 2022. Asfor Asia, the humani-
tarian funding fluctuated during the period
from November 2021 to June 2022, and
the same thing happened to the humani-
tarian funding for Europe, Oceania, and
the Americas, asindicated in Table 4.

Table 4: Humanitarian funding to each region during Nov. 2021- June 2022

Region Nov. 21 Dec. 21 Jan. 22 Feb.22  March22 April22 = June 22
Africa 8,001,732 3,325,703 2,431,782 2,982,414 4,070,213 @ 4,182,877 2,090,560
Asia 8,118,263 1,909,897 | 5,269,164 3,460,422 | 6,490,774 11,225,728 952,510
Europe 170,846 @ 2,347,627 145,789 @ 275916 @ 7,615,684 4,148,503 506,765
Oceania 105,522 0 51,282 363,250 4,316 5,138 8,468
The Americas 452,010 226,886 1,862 57,900 624,049 267,926 190

Source: International Humanitarian City

Despitethisfluctuation, thetotal amount
of humanitarian funding allocated to Asia,
Europe, and the Americas before the war
during November-February 2022 was
greater than the total amount of humani-
tarian funding allocated to them before

the war during November-February 2022,
where Asia received 22.478 million US
dollarsafter the outbreak of war, compared
to 18.757 million US dollars before the
outbreak of war, transforming it in the
major recipient of assistance compared to



period. Thisanalysiswill consider severa
factors. the number of countries that
received humanitarian funding during the
two periods, the assistance allocated to
each sector, and the humanitarian funding
allocated to each region.
Number of Countries Recelving
Assistance

The average number of countries
receiving humanitarian assistance during
thepre-war periodwas46. FromNovember
2021 until February 2022, the average
number of receiving countries was of 56,
46, 43, and 40 respectively. It is gradu-
aly declining perhaps due to the decline
of the COVID-19 pandemic. This could
lead to a decrease in humanitarian needs
or in the number of countries in need of
assistance. This may also be due to the
donors’ affected economies which jeopar-
dize their ability to assist more countries
experiencing humanitarian crises.

The Impact of International Crises on Humanitarian Assistance
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After the outbreak of the war, the
average number of countries receiving
humanitarian assistance reached 43, a
difference of 3 countries from the pre-war
average. During the period from March
2022 to June 2022, the number of coun-
tries recelving humanitarian funding was
of 55 — 47 — 46 — 24 respectively. The
reason behind theincreasein thenumber of
receiving countriesin March might be due
to the increase in the number of displaced
people from Ukraine. However, as aresult
of theimpact of the global economy onthe
course of the war, the ability of countries
to assist has declined again, and some have
even followed a policy of protectionism,
stopped exports, and retaining resources
for fear of prolonging the war even further
(Bassant, June 2022), which explains why
only 24 countries received assistance in
June 2022, up from 55 at the beginning of
the war in March 2022.

Figure 5: Receiving countriesfrom Nov. 2021 to June 2022

Nov-21 Dec-21
56
46

Mar-22

Jan-22

Source: International Humanitarian City
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Sector 2019 2020 2021 1t half of 2022
Logistics $310,208,585 $315,347,281 $779,551,868 $145,026,786
Multisectoral $3,369,251,516 = $3,267,512,340 = $1,231,916,234  $944,015,899
Unspecified $4,472,372,366 = $6,035,186,992 $7,757,159,586 @ $4,520,755,188
Nutrition $1,365,030,862 = $918,709,596 = $1,450,808,370  $386,697,883
Other $163,243,264 $87,396,853 $71,745,437 $29,169,133
Protection $1,121,679,241 | $867,030,662 $804,220,783 $311,750,832
Clean water and sewage $805,503,362 $747,776,784 $781,462,859 $281,588,369
Common Sectors $1,984,612,215 $1,573,350,887 $3,165,805,528 @ $1,938,001,741

Source: UNOCHA

Thepandemichasledtoalack of funding
for certain sectors as well, such as camp
management and organization, support
and coordination services, food security,
protection, and the provision of clean water
and sewage as shown in Table 3 and Figure
4. Concerning the camp management and
organization sector, the funding allocated
toitwasof 125,856,095 USdollarsin 2019
and decreased in the following two years
by 41,722,592 - 26,164,953 US dollars,
to become 84,133,503 - 57,968,550 US
dollarsinstead. Asfor the support and coor-
dination services, the decrease in funding
was of 725,350,158 US dollarsin 2020, to
become 574,600,315 US dollars instead
of 1,299,950,473 US dollars in 2019,
however, it increased again in 2021 to
become 1,032,497,802 US dollars. As for
the food security sector, the humanitarian
funding allocatedtoit wasof 6,152,941,957
US dollars in 2019 and decreased to
373,091,882 US dallarsin 2020 to become

5,779,850,07/5 US dollars. However,
it increased again in 2021 to become
6,822,562,712 US dollars. Funding to the
protection sector decreased to 254,648,579
- 62,809,879 US dollarsin 2020 and 2021,
to become 867,030,662 - 804,220,783 US
dollars after the 1,121,679,241 US dollars
allocated to it in 2019. Finally, concerning
funding to the clean water and sewage
sector, it was of 805,503,362 US dollars
in 2019, and the following year it became
747,776,784 US dollars, with a decrease of
57,726,578 US dollars.

| mpact of the Russo-Ukrainian
War on Humanitarian Assistance
This section examines the impact of
the Russo-Ukrainian war on the flow
of humanitarian funding to meet the
needs resulting from it by comparing
the post-war period (March-June 2022)
with the preewar period (November
2021-February 2022) as a measurement



was of 697,626,898 US dollars, and in
2020 - 2021 of 707,203,450 - 822,756,509
US dollars with an increase of 9,576,552
- 115,553,059 US dollars respectively.
The increase in funding for the educa
tion sector is due to the pandemic causing
curfews in many countries and the
complete closure, which has led to a shift
towards online learning rather than face-
to-face learning. The implementation of
online learning, especialy in non-tech-
nologically advanced countries, needed
massive funding and support from human-
Itarian organizations, donor countries, and
humanitarian institutions.

As for the emergency camps sector,
the allocated funding was of 512,988,006
US dollarsin 2019, while in the following
two years it became 536,498,140 -

The Impact of International Crises on Humanitarian Assistance
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573,394,541 US dollars, an increase of
23,510,134 - 36,896,401) respectively.
Funding for the emergency telecommuni-
cations sector in 2019 was US$5,896,445,
and in the following two years, it became
US$7,834,622 — 13,924,775, an increase
of (US$1,938,177 — US$6,090,153 respec-
tively. Finally, the logistics sector, to
which the allocated funding in 2019 was
of 310,208,585 US dollars, witnessed an
increase in 2020 and 2021 of 5,138,696
- 464,204,587 US dollars, to become
315,347,281 - 779,551,868 US dollars. The
increasein funding for thelast three sectors
Is explained by the increase in the number
of individuals, which exceeded one hillion,
affected by long-term humanitarian crises
aswell asthe COVID-19 pandemic, which
has worsened the situation.

Table 3: Assistance allocated to each sector during 2019-2022

Sector 2019 2020 2021 15t half of 2022
Agriculture $40,402,120 = $112,527,443 = $76973713  $14,102,338
COVID-19 0 $1634,349,812  $43,807,581  $3,245,271

C:r:‘;pogzr;?gzt?oe:t $125,856,095  $84,133503 = $57,968550  $29,876,921
COOerijr?:t?(:; aSr:e?’vices $1,209,050,473  $574,600,315 = $1,032,497,802  $432,374,066
Early recovery $175547,380  $183,060,287 = $234,152,287  $31,682,381
education $697,626,898  $707,203450 = $822,756509  $303,015,314
Emergency Camps  $512,988,006  $536,498,140 = $573394541  $148,026,468

Emergenci’iocnzmmunica' $5,896,445 $7,834622  $13.924775  $1,749,956
Food Security $6,152,941,057 $5,779,850,075 $6,822,562,712 $3,011,359,238
Health $1,303,807,030 $2,755,110,563 $2,220,796,743  $846,936,635

53
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in requests to governments and interna-
tional institutions donating assistance.
The United Nations asked countries to
increase their funding by 25% in 2020
to tackle the humanitarian crisis caused

by the pandemic. As a result, in 2020,
the number of countries contributing
increased from 36 to bringing the contri-
bution to humanitarian assistance to 37.4
billion US dollars (Relief Web, 2020).

Figure 4: Humanitarian assistance allocated to each sector during 2019-2021

2019

4bn
20bn
14b 1.3bn
08bn
T
0.1bn
| | [T - R ek

O o o @
a‘p\b \Az« @; &e R Q@ o Ovo\ e

a\’?’g \ ¥ 5\8 \“ RO (& S
& \> €&« M a® S 9 o8
o <&@ o )

o"é

¢
IR

15bn12b"10b
"0.8n0.8bn0.8bN08bN gy
. . . . . -02b 0.1bn0.1bn0.1bn0.0bn0.0bn

5
K &v& é\) @\6\“\0‘\ o

2021

o
S N \\\3 \\ 0 &
o WO é\ RN e 00 PR\
~ N %‘3“ 9‘\ 0\'\ Vo o N@ = Na 3 6\
R <& ¢

E;
>3

&
o ((00‘5 .@“‘
e \;0
N \
v\&& o°°‘d

N Q o
&% & 0\&«‘9

Sector

3 3bn

2020

1 6bn

Oan
0.7bn 06bn

. . [ . u -03bn 0lbn  0ibn
_____

SRS o \‘\ - N
£€ &\ £ D ‘\ & z \/\ SR Q%x\ oqe \)\\3 Ox\ \ (\@
\ N \ ;& NN
Q\ &% Wo' @0 @0 ¥ S o &
W e & E \s la ¢ \‘f\e
\\Q\e e‘foﬁ‘\ \\@“ zx\“ o
W W oy

o \%‘) 6%

Sector

2019, 2020 and 2021 by Sector
©2019 ©2020 ®2021

100%

RO o o«
e° \%\e@"’ K 0% &0 OcY\ 3 \\z‘ Q\’ﬂ\ o o‘v‘\ z“ o““ \@“0 \0
8 \\\0\ @\&“ o 00@ o \@“ @\’ =°
s = b‘
Q° & A &
¥ o @\QQ cf'@ a\“@

2019, 2020 and 2021

Sector

Prepared by the researcher. Source: UNOCHA

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to
the emergence of a new sector to which
humanitarian funding is offered, namely
the «COVID-19 sector». Thefunding alo-
cated to this sector was of 1,634,349,812
US dollars in 2020 and 43,807,581 US
dollars in 2021. The pandemic has also
led to an increase in funding allocated to
some sectors, athough this increase is not
equal to the humanitarian needs resulting
from the pandemic, but it is a significant
improvement compared to 2019. One
of these sectors was the “health sector”
whose humanitarian funding in 2019 was
of 1,393,807,030 US doallars, while in
2020 it became 2,755,110,563 US dollars,

an increase from the previous year of
1,361,303,533 US dollars. A contribution
that in 2021 decreased to 2,220,796,743
US dollars, a decline from the previous
year of 534,313,820 US dollars. As well
as the “Early Recovery Sector”, to which
humanitarian fundingin 2019 175,547,389
USD and increased by 7,512,898 -
51,092,000 USD in the following two
years to 183,060,287 - 234,152,287 USD
respectively.

Among those sectors that have got
extra humanitarian funding is the educa-
tion sector, emergency camps, emer-
gency communications, and logistics.
Regarding education, its funding in 2019



1,248,851,038 US dollars, while Syria
received 1,229,574,339 US dollars.
On the other hand, countries were in a
lagging position compared to others such
as Afghanistan and Ukraine. Afghanistan
first occupied the seventh position during
2019 and 2020 receiving 585,197,282 -
731,202,812 US dollars of assistance, then
jumped to the third position in 2021 with
2,241,329,402 US dollars of assistance
before reaching the second position during
thefirst half of 2022 after Ukraine with an
assistance estimated 1,527,107,580 US

The Impact of International Crises on Humanitarian Assistance
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dollars. Asfor Ukraine, it was receiving a
small amount of assistance in 2019, 2020,
and 2021. Compared to the other receiving
countries, its assistance did not exceed a
guarter of a million US dollars as shown
intable (2), whereit received 157,570,026
- 210,129,153 - 175,173,019 US dollars
during those years respectively. However,
in the first half of 2022, the assistance
it received increased unprecedentedly
exceeding one billion US dollars, where
it received 1,827,717,830 US dollars,
following the outbreak of the current war.

Figure 3: Assistanceto the receiving countries
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Changein Assistance Allocated
to Each Sector

The decline of humanitarian assistance
in 2019 was the first of its kind in seven
years. It reduced from US$31.2 hillion
to US$29.6 hillion immediately after the
reduction of the EU government support

(Relief Web, 2019). However, assistance
increased again starting in 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, which has made
humanitarian needs higher than ever.
More than half of the countries needed
humanitarian assistance to deal with the
pandemic which has caused an increase
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Assistancefor Countries
Experiencing Crisis

Some countries are experiencing
humanitarian crises as a result of
conflicts, civil wars, and deterio-
rating living conditions, which has
made countries and organizations that
donate humanitarian aid focus on them
for years. these include Yemen, Syria,
Lebanon, South Sudan, and others.

As mentioned in Table 2 and Chart 3,
Yemen and Syria stayed first and second
in the list of the receiving countries
during the COVID-19 pandemic period
in 2019, 2020, 2021, when the first
received 4,068,461,535 — 2,249,391,121
—3,272,470,132 US dollars respectively,
and the second received 2,452,828,570 —
2,674,010,876 — 2,765,699,819 USD in
the same period.

Table 2: Assistance to receiving countries during 2019 - 2022

Recipients of Assistance 2019 2020 2021 1t half of 2022
Yemen $4,068,461,535 $2,249,391,121 $3,272,470,132 = $1,248,851,038
Syria $2,452,828,570 = $2,674,010,876 $2,765,699,819 @ $1,229,574,339
Lebanon $1,110,965,788 = $1,587,968,439 1,078,97$9,968.00 $ 402,970,945.00
Turkey $1,455,020,753 ' 887,683,785.00 $ 741’27i005_00 312,646,489.0%0
South Sudan $1,354,813,033 = $1,445,813,727 $1,372,055,506 $590,001,472.00
Afghanistan $585,197,282 $731,202,812  $2,241,329,402 $1,527,107,580
Ethiopia $876,485,764  $975,776,528 = $1,663,908,568  $884,230,288
Ukraine $157,570,026 $210,129,153  $175,173,019 @ $1,827,717,830
Other $13,990,049,465 $17,693,790,014 $18,043,703,221 $7,084,895,847
Groups $184,655,771 $341,989,829 = $289,524,829 $605,931,596

Source: UNOCHA

There has been achangeintheranking  They fell to third and fourth places as a

of these two countries since the outbreak
of the Russo-Ukrainian war in early 2022.

result of a decline in the amount of aid
they receive, whereas Yemen received
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Donor Countries 2019 2020 2021 1% half of 2022
Asian Development Bank 0 40,849,720 8,451,000 $380,000,000
Finland 90,062,603.00% 135,343,250 103,592,814 $47,336,558

Total $21,634,251,498 $25,840,152,603 $27,907,228,897 $13,325,987,495

Amount of increase $8,529,468,129  $4,205,901,105 $2,067,076,294 = $5,696,927,064

Source: UNOCHA

Remarkably, the total amount provided
by the countries and international orga-
nizations that topped the ranking of the
United Nations Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs in 2020 and
2021 increased during the COVID-19
pandemic, with an annual increase of
more than 4 billion US dollars in the
first year and 2 billion US dollars in
the other years. In 2019, before the

spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
volume of aid offered by the countries
mentioned in the above table was of
21,634,251,498 US dollars and increased
in 2020 to 25,840,152,603 US dollars
by an increase of 4,205,901,105 US
dollars, and the following year, it became
27,907,228,897 US dollars by an increase
from the previous year of 2,067,076,294

Figure 2: Comparing humanitarian assistance during 2019-2022

92019 92020 ®2021 @2022

100% | | | | |
e@&\

80%
60%
40%

20%

@‘
eo

0

\@

?Xﬁ
o

o
\ '5 ’b

6\@\"5 N %\*"’ \\1«6\
R

US dollars.

*
(\ N
o 3
o o
?/

N O \
e &
o 5@ e‘@\ e\g ((@o \ e\@ \Q\z w}

Country

Prepared by the researcher. Source: UNOCHA




IS
[0}

Issue No. (8) September 2022 / Safar 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

Table 1: Humanitarian assistance granted during 2019-2022

Donor Countries 2019 2020 2021 1 half of 2022
United States of America  $8,529,468,129 = $9,227,919,888 $11,181,402,700 $5,696,927,064
Germany $2,305,461,263 = $3,583,026,424 = $3,503,972,480  $961,436,679
United Kingdom $1,968,572,710 = $2,116,331,245 = $1,209,260,600  $321,158,968

European Commission

$1,857,607,771

$3,192,457,260

$3,259,367,168

$2,168,175,811

Saudi Arabia $1,481,612,951  $895,708,519  $1,355,110,878  $149,797,208
Sweden $634,242,935 $966,443,581 = $1,115,781,239 = $883,970,897
UA.E $608,289,611 $399,269,639 $387,664,366 $163,814,454
Canada $587,729,294 $696,527,449 $922,623,807 $724,876,979
Norway $579,463,698 $755,934,357 $906,589,526 $498,060,612

Switzerland $477,227,769 $474,533,410 $570,800,968 $327,949,482

Denmark $468,982,304 $315,740,600 $416,428,781 $118,090,609
Japan $462,329,161 = $1,216,393,571 $1,010,505,173 = $460,115,957

Australia $309,192,270 $264,271,999 $279,604,200 $54,081,595
Kuwait $270,453,509 $142,175,101 3,635,155 9,802,000

Netherlands $255,981,416 $423,658,432 $394,242,462 $122,346,450
Belgium $196,740,674 $223,069,282 $216,829,658 $67,850,248
France $185,585,302 $212,786,101 $305,999,639 $41,197,915

Italy $181,449,224 $208,795,711 $226,599,661 $44,064,863
Ireland $137,884,081 $144,816,329 $172,853,383 $67,283,133

World Bank $38,818,104 $203,029,256 150,804,505 1,684,809

Pakistan 7,096,719.00 $ 1,071,479 $205,108,734 15,965,204




tively, which isamost equal to the total of
what the rest of the other donor countries
offered (as shown in Figure 1 and Table
1). Severa countries and organizations
have increased the amount of assistance
they provide in 2020 and 2021 compared
to 2019: Germany increased by an esti-
mated one billion dollars while European
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Commission increased by 2 billion dollars
due to the Covid-19 crisis that swept the
world and negatively affected the health
and economic situation of most countries
and deteriorated the conditions of many
countries of strategic importance to donor
countries and save them from economic or
humanitarian crises.

Figure 1: Donor countries 2019-2022
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It is noted that Germany and the Euro-
pean Commission are the top donors of
ad after the United States throughout that
period, the former offered (2,305,461,263
- 3,583,026,424 - 3,503,972,480) USD
during 2019 - 2021, and the second
(1,857,607,771 - 3,192,457,260 -
3,259,367,168) USD in the same period.
It is important to note that the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia is listed at the forefront
of donor countries for humanitarian and
relief assistance according to the report of
the United Nations Office for the Coordi-

nation of Humanitarian Affairs No. 19 of
2019, where it was listed fifth in the list of
donors with an amount of (1,481,612,951)
US dollars after the United States of
America, Germany, the United Kingdom,
and the European Commission. In 2020,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was listed
seventhinthelist of donorswith an amount
of (895,708,519) US doallars, and in 2021
it was listed fourth after the United States,
Germany, and the European Commis-
sion with an amount of (1,355,110,878)
USdollars.
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risk a full-scale war on its borders (Kerby
& Guyer, 2022); 3) President Putin’s fear
that Ukraine will accelerate the process of
getting out of Russia's mantle and getting
rid of President Putin’s domination over it,
a move that will motivate the other coun-
tries to do so (Postic, 2018), in addition to
his fear that his country’s economic inter-
ests will be negatively affected if Ukraine
joins NATO and the European Union
because the gas that Russia exports to
Europe passes through Ukraine.

This trend also indicated that Russia's
goa is to control Ukraine and not just
defend its national security as it claimed
(Pifer, 2021) because controlling Ukraine
would save millions of dollars of Ukraine
taxeson the passage of Russian gasthrough
its territory to Europe. This trend suggests
that Russia had escalated the issue to
achieve hegemony, starting by exploiting
the power vacuum in Kyiv in 2014,
invading the Crimea Peninsula, and landing
Russian soldiers in the region (Krishna,
2022). President Putin also recognized
the separatist regions of eastern Ukraine,
namely Donetsk and Luhansk, alowing
his country to sign treaties with them and
sending troops and weapons there openly.
With these moves he gave strength to the
conflict, especialy with regular bombard-
ments and skirmishes along the front line
that separates the border areas controlled
by Russiaand Ukraine in the east.

Pre-War Humanitarian Assistance

The international community has
witnessed a range of international and
regional crises, such as the COVID-19
pandemic and its variants, the economic

war between the United States and China,
and the spread of conflicts in countries
such as Syria, Libya, and many African
countries. These conflicts have occurred
sequentially and sometimes simultane-
oudly affecting the flow of humanitarian
and relief aid to countries suffering from
deteriorating humanitarian conditions.
The crisis caused by Russo-Ukrainian
war deepened those conditions and it was
necessary to assessthem before and during
the war to clarify their impact. It should be
noted that humanitarian assistance ams
to save lives, aleviate suffering, preserve,
and protect people during and after disas-
ters, and is distinguished from other forms
of assistance by the fact that it is governed
by the principles of humanity, neutrality,
and integrity, and it is independent and
short-lived immediately aftermath the
disaster (AINAP).
Assistance from L eading Donor
Countries

Developed and high-economic coun-
tries are keen to provide humanitarian and
relief assistance, and economic and mili-
tary assistance in general to the countries
that are experiencing humanitarian crises,
such as wars, conflicts, or famines, or to
countries that are linked by close interests
or of strategic importance to donor coun-
tries. Tracking the flow of aid from donor
countries to receiving countries during
the period 2019-2021, which is the period
before the Russo-Ukrainian war, it is
possible to see that the United Statesisthe
largest donor country of humanitarian and
relief assistance, sinceit offered during the
three years mentioned US$ 8,529,468,129
- 9,227,919,888 - 11,181,402,700 respec-



Reasonsfor the Current
Russo-Ukrainian Conflict

Severa studies have tried to explain
why Russia is now intervening militarily
in Ukraine. One of the interpretations has
been that the United States and NATO
are the main drivers of Russia's decision
to wage war for severa reasons. The
first reason is the ambition of the United
States to retain its hegemony maintaining
a unipolar order overcoming interna-
tional rivals such as Russia and Chinaand
encouraging Ukraineto announceits prog-
ress to join NATO. By doing this the US
has ignored the reality of the transforma-
tion of the world towards multipolarity, a
situation that needs new security structures
and the dissolution of NATO as a war-cat-
alyst organization. Also, according to this
interpretation, the US critically refused to
take Russia's legitimate security demands
serioudly.

Another reason was NATO'’s eastward
expansion and its continuation of an open-
door policy which threatened to allow
Ukraine to be part of it ignoring Russia's
fundamental concerns reflected in Presi-
dent Putin’s proposal's made on December
17, 2021. These proposals included secu-
rity guarantees stating that NATO would
not expand and accept new members,
especially Ukraine and Georgia, would not
deploy weapons systems near the Russian
border, and would restore the alliance's
military infrastructure in Europe to the
state it was in 1997 (Kramer & Erlanger,
2021). This mean that if the alliance did
not seek to expand the war would not have
broken out now. NATO has aso ignored
many warnings about that policy, such as

The Impact of International Crises on Humanitarian Assistance
The Russo-Ukrainian War as a Model

that of Augusto Zamorain his book titled
Politicay geopolitica pararebeldes, irrev-
erentes y escépticos, in which he argued
that any attempt to include Ukraine in
NATO would inevitably lead to awar that
would end in Ukraine's disappearance as
an independent state (Suny, 2022).

This trend blames Ukraine for not
choosing the path of neutrality and main-
taining good relations with everyone,
especially with Russiaignoring the nature
of its geographical location and history,
the presence of alarge number of Russians
withinitspopulation, and Russia smilitary
superiority. In addition, Ukraine endan-
gered its peace when President Zelensky’s
request in January 2021 asked US Presi-
dent Joe Biden to join NATO to protect his
country from the threats of President Putin
and with this to improve his international
relations and his country’s economy. The
announcement of its intention to join
NATO despite knowing the consequences
of its declaration and Russia’'s position
on it (Torres, 2022) prompted Russia to
carry out military operations to maintain
its national security and - as per Russian
leaders - and to disarm, and not to control
Ukraine.

Another pro-Ukrainian trend believes
that Ukraine and NATO pose no military
threat to Russia, that Moscow’s ambitions
extend far beyond preventing Ukraine's
membership in NATO, and that Russia
spurred the outbreak of war for severa
reasons, including 1) its ambition to
achieve hegemony politically, economi-
cally, and militarily; 2) to restore some of
the semblancesof empireit lost withthefall
of the Soviet Union, which madeit ready to

45



N
N

Issue No. (8) September 2022 / Safar 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

forces carried out a military operation - described by some as an “invasion” - in the
Crimean Peninsula.

Before the renewed conflict between Russia and Ukraine in February 2022,
the global economy was suffering the repercussions of many conflicts, climate
crises, and the COVID-19 pandemic, which led to serious consequences for the
poor in developing countries. The war in Ukraine — described as the world’s main
breadbasket — has increased those challenges in an unprecedented way, making it
imperative for countries and organizations to take immediate and swift action to
avoid the deterioration of the humanitarian situation and its transformation into a
global humanitarian and economic catastrophe in many countries.

In this sense, this study seeks to answer the following questions: Why is the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine taking place now? Can conflict — as an international
crisis — affect humanitarian aid and the flow of humanitarian funding to States
experiencing humanitarian crises? What was the situation of the flow of aid before
the beginning of the conflict, especially since the world was experiencing a pandemic
that affected the humanitarian situation in many countries? If the conflict has an
impact on the flow of aid, is it a positive or negative impact?
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The Russo-Ukrainian conflict represents a turning point in international
relations. It is not a conflict born in the moment President Viadimir Putin
announced the implementation of a military operation on February 24, 2022, in
eastern Ukraine (BBC, 2022), but rather a deep-rooted conflict. The relationship
between Russia and Ukraine got worse, especially after the collapse of the Soviet
Union (Mankoff, 2022). The two countries began a media war against each other
as a result of several factors, including the presence of Ukrainian minorities in
Russia, and Russian minorities in Ukraine, a situation that nationalists on both
countries tried to exploit (Postic, 2018), as well as Russian President Putin’s
efforts to play an international role and restore regional hegemony over the
countries that were part of the Soviet Union winning their loyalty or at least
their neutrality. In contrast, Ukraine was seeking greater independence and
closer closeness to the West, which caused a clash between the European joint
sovereignty approach and Russia’s superpowers approach seeking hegemony
and unilateral sovereignty in the region. Russia viewed Ukraine’s efforts
to get closer to the West as essentially the U.S. attempts to destroy Russian
hegemony in its area of interest. Several other factors helped to spark conflict
between them, including President Putin’s attempt to distract Russian society
from internal problems through the outside escape policy and thus increase
his supporters.

The war moved into an armed conflict when the revolution broke out in Ukraine
called the “Ukraine’s Euromaidan Protests” (Burgsdorff, 2015) led by opponents
who believe that the Ukrainian government should support and promote an
attempt to integrate more closely with the EU and that a policy that leans strongly
toward Russia could harm the country. That revolution paved the way for the
Revolution of Dignity or the February 2014 revolution that overthrew President
Yanukovych, and the Russian government described as a coup. As a result, Russian
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Abstract

The world is currently witnessing a war between Russia
and Ukraine which is posing an unprecedented challenge to
the humanitarian system in terms of scale and complexity. An
already fragile system has to adapt and respond to the needs of
those affected by that war after a global pandemic that lasted
formore thantwo yearsand caused the worsening of the global
and local economic conditions of many countries, as well as
the further deterioration of humanitarian conditions around
the world. At the same time, donors, as well as humanitarian
and relief workers must continue to assist millions of people
affected by conflict, displacement, natural disasters, and
epidemics. All of this is exerting enormous pressure on the
already limited funding of humanitarian response, eroding
the capacity of Governments and institutions to respond, and
increasing the risk that limited sources of humanitarian and
development funding will decline rapidly and substantially.
By studying the impact of the Russo-Ukrainian War on
humanitarian and relief assistance, this study found that
increasing humanitarian needs - and to a large extent those
related to food security - especially since the war came
before the economies and societies of countries recovered
from the consequences of the Covid-19 and its variants.
The primary attention of humanitarian organizations has
shifted to Ukraine, where the humanitarian funding saw an
increase like never before. Consequently, the interest in other
countries, such as Yemen and Syria, has declined. The study
also found that prolonging the war will lead to an increase
in the costs of humanitarian aid because of some countries’
economic protectionism and the global rise in prices.

Keywords: War, Humanitarian Aid, Humanitarian
Relief, International Crisis, Humanitarian Funding.
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ness-raising programs to provide
them with the required knowl-
edge, especially about international
humanitarian law and internationa
human rights law to raise ther
awareness of their rights and work
regulations.

The establishment of a country-wide
national database of ingtitutions
working in the field of international
humanitarian law, experts, and
consultants. The establishment of a
documentation center for the rules
of international humanitarian law
to contribute to the development of
visions and perceptionsrelated to the
development of the system of work
in this area in general and the media
areain particular.

The importance of establishing a
stand-alone discipline of human-
itarian media, both in media and
academic institutions.

0%

In
is a

Humanitarian Media and Legal Rules
‘Yemen Crisis as a Model

The importance of international
legal protection for journalists. Since
article 79 of the Additional Protocol
has defined the journalist who
carries dangerous professional duties
as a civilian person, with the only
exception of the war correspondent,
there must be a special legal rule for
those journalists who are subjected
to severa threats that may put their
livesat risk.

conclusion, the humanitarian media
new media style that deserves the

attention of researchers, specialists, and
experts. Further research in the area is
very important not only in war or conflict
zones, but also in peace settings where
information is quickly exchanged. And

thus,
with

the presence of such a media style
its professiona regulations, ethical

standards, and legal rules makes it a
distinct media style that serves the human
issuesin general.
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defined by law, while he/she also
has the right to protection guaran-
teed by the international community.
The first step to ensure this protec-
tion is the extent to which these
journalists and media professionals
in the humanitarian field are aware
of their rights through the provision
of training courses and educational
events.

Publishing periodicals, leaflets, and
periodicals in the field of humani-
tarian media, urging journaists to
prioritize the victims of conflicts
objectively so that they do not
become platforms for the promotion
of ideas that may conflict with facts
on the ground.

In connection with the above, we
should take advantage of the experi-
ence of the Arabic-language Journal
entitted “Al-Insani” published by
the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). For more than
20 years this journal has succeeded
in strengthening a culture of inter-
national humanitarian law by giving
victims a voice on its pages with the
aim of making their stories known
to humanitarian actors and decision
makers. It is therefore suggested that
there should be a repetition of that
experience within the Arab States.
The important role of visual media
in promoting humanitarian media.
This requires that media channels to
be close to the conflict area. In this
case, they should follow a well-in-
formed information plan including
the following key elements:

1. Identifying the genera and
specia objectives of media plans
at different stages of conflict.

2. ldentifying the target audience.

3. ldentifying the available and
potential means.

4. Preparing the media mission.

Preparing ahumanitarian pressmoral

codeto includethefollowing generd

principles:

1. Enhancing the sense of media
responsibility towards society
by adhering to honesty, integrity,
and right professional media stan-
dards.

2. Respect the principles of honest
media competition and justice.

3. Not to broadcast media images
that promote violence and
murder, but to dea -carefully
with images that involve prob-
lems of murder and violence to
ensure the safety of the feelings
of people.

4. Avoid making models of heroism
and fame for perpetrators of
crimes against humanity that
violate the rules of international
humanitarian law.

5. The mora obligation to avoid
broadcasting and publishing
anything that would provoke
political and sectarian divisionsin
society.

The important role of humanitarian

organizations (mainly ARCO and

ICRC) and their role in promoting

awareness among journaists and

media professionals through holding
many training courses and aware-



The Humanitarian Press Foundation
added that “ Yemen isone of theworst jour-
nalistic environments around the world,
ranking 167 out of 180 countriesaccording
to the Press Freedom Index published by
Reporters Without Borders 2020° (Abdul
Moeen, 2022). Also, a press statement
by UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans
Grundberg on the celebration of World
Press Freedom Day in May 2022 indicated
that “Yemeni journalists are regularly at
risk of intimidation, arbitrary detention,
harassment and threats to their lives and
families, which requires protecting the
freedom and safety of Yemeni journal-
Ists and ensuring a safe, independent, and
possible environment for media workers
(Abdul Moeen, 2022).

Humanitarian M edia between
Ethical Standardsand L egal Rules
There is an urgent need for a “robust
approach” to ensure that the humanitarian
media succeeds in fulfilling its role, in
compliance with existing ethica stan-
dards and legal rules. This is important
considering the magnitude of the chal-
lenges faced by the humanitarian media,
particularly in the Arab region, challenges
not different from those facing humani-
tarian action itself since the humanitarian
media belongs to the area of humanitarian
action, which makes humanitarian media
encounter some obstacles and challenges.
These are the main challenges. 1) Aban-
donment of the fundamental principles of
the international movement; 2) Violations
of the international humanitarian law; 3)
Exploitation of humanitarian crises for
personal purposes, 4) Rumors, malicious

Humanitarian Media and Legal Rules
‘Yemen Crisis as a Model

propaganda, and mixing of humanitarian
and political stances; 5) Worse distribution
of aids and international grants (Ar-Rah-
mani, 2019), 6) Absence of an integrated
media plan among humanitarian media
actors, who work on the dissemination and
enhancement of awareness of the interna-
tional humanitarian law (Tarawneh, 2010).

Many factors contribute to exacer-
bating these repercussions and increasing
the challenges to the practice of humani-
tarian media

1.The absence of specific and evalu-
ative models to define how media
organizations manage or deal with
conflicts and wars.

2. The absence of clear rules governing
the media process during coverage.

3. The absence of good vocational
training to deal with these events.

4. The absence of a press mora code
to which al media organizations are
committed while dealing with news
related to battlefield violence and
killings.

5. Not using modern technol ogy to alter
reality (Osman, 2018).

It can therefore be said that the proposed
approach to the advancement of human-
itarian media needs to develop severad
pillars, most notably:

» Ensuring thelegal protection of jour-
nalists, reporters, and all humani-
tarian workers in conflict and crisis
areas, provided that such protection
depends on theinternational commu-
nity and its main organizations. The
journalist or media professional
working in this field has duties that
must be observed and respected as
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to the civil protection system as per the
aforementioned article. Moreover, in the
case of the arrest of ajournalist by athird
non-belligerent State, he/she benefits from
the laws applicable in peacetime and he/
she enjoys the diplomatic protection of his
country of origin (Ash-Shaadeh, 2005).

The difficulty is not to provide protec-
tion to journalists during international
armed conflicts, but during non-interna-
tional armed conflicts. The Convention
did not establish a text dedicated to jour-
nalistsin thisregard. Only article 3 of the
four Geneva Conventions of 1949 relates
to non-international armed conflicts. It
was described as a mini-convention or
convention within another convention
(Lizabeth 2006). This article affirmed a
set of basic rules relating to the protection
of the person, in particular the prohibition
of arbitrary measures, and the protection
granted represents the minimum level
without establishing a legal rule for this
(Atlam, 1994).

The other dimension is related to
protection in times of peace rather than
conflict. In times of peace, there are legal
mechanisms that enable a journalist to
defend his rights based on the provisions
of international human rights law, through
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Politica Rights. Whereas, in
times of conflict, the international protec-
tion of journalists in armed conflict areas
is subject to the provisions of the interna-
tional humanitarian law through the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907, aswell as
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the
additional protocols of 1977.

Humanitarian Mediain Yemen

The establishment of the Electronic
Organization for Humanitarian Media
(EOHM) by the Yemeni journalist Abdul
Razzagq Al-Azazi drew attention to the
issueof mediaprofessionalsandjournalists
in'Yemen subjected to seriousviolationsin
light of the worsening Yemeni crisis since
the Houthi coup in 2014. The organization,
as the founder ordered, aims to highlight
the humanitarian dimension of the Yemeni
crisis considering conflicting figures and
the lack of information on the scale of
violations committed against Yemeni citi-
zens. However, the reader of the organiza-
tion’s home page discovers a clear biasin
how the organization covers humanitarian
issuesthat violate the rules of international
humanitarian law. This has been reported
explicitly by international organizations
concerned with the protection of journal-
ists and media professionals. The Human-
itarian Press Foundation in 2021 released
the following statement: “ Total violations
against mediafreedomsin Yemen over the
past six years have been more than 2,200
cases of violations that have been distrib-
uted between murder, arrest, abduction,
imprisonment, restriction of freedoms and
dismissal of journalists from their jobs
and the closure of mediainstitutions. [...]
“statistics from the Yemen-based Media
Freedoms Observatory in Yemen from
2014 to 2021 indicate that more than 700
journalists have been dismissed from their
jobs, 400 abductees, 60 arrests, and 136
violations against media organizations,
whileninejournalistsremaininthe prisons
of the Houthi Militia, which has controlled
Sanaa for more than six years.”



* The media work should focus on
victims and not on parties to the
conflict.

* The media work should care about
humanitarian  workers,  whether
organizations or individuals, and this
does not mean ignoring some viola-
tions and abuses by some organiza-
tions or individuals against victims
for achieving personal ends.

* The media work should care about
the recipient’s sense so that it does
not shock him with images of trage-
dies, but stimulates a spirit of work,
relief, aid, optimism, and hope, not a
spirit of revenge.

» The mediawork should focus on the
role of migrants and refugees in the
devel opment cyclein host communi-
ties (Ar-Rahmani, 2019).

The ethical rules of humanitarian
media are aso highlighted when talking
about social responsibility for the media
in general, asthisresponsibility contribute
to the development of such rules. Thisis
based on the following set of principles:
(Osman, 2018).

1. The media of al kinds should make
certain commitments to their own
society and to the one they are
covering with their news, especially
in times of conflict, provided that
their commitment is linked to the
media's values of objectivity, accu-
racy, and honesty.

2. Themediashould reflect the diversity
of opinions and ideas, and avoid what
|eads to violence, chaos, or crime.

3. Journalists and media professionals
should be responsible for their

Humanitarian Media and Legal Rules
‘Yemen Crisis as a Model

society, in addition to their responsi-
bilities within their media and jour-
nalistic institutions.

4. The media should provide analytical
and critical information dealing with
various political, intellectual, and
socia situations, which are linked
to conflicts, provided that they carry
optimistic trends.

5. The media treatment should be
committed to objectivity that is
based on the availability of various
information, and the opportunity for
the public to reach the facts about
these issues tackled.

L egal Rules Governing Humani-
tarian Media

The humanitarian media is subject to
international humanitarian law, which
categorizes journalists into two types:. the
“war correspondent” who is adopted by
the armed forces according to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949. The second is the
“journalist” who carries out a dangerous
missioninareasof armed conflict provided
for in article 79 of the First Additional
Protocol of 1977 on international armed
conflicts. Add to that the third type of jour-
nalist whoisacitizen of athird non-bellig-
erent country. This categorization is based
on two dimensions:

The first dimension is related to the
legal protection of those journaists. In
case of detention, the war correspondent
is subject to the prisoner-of-war (POW)
system provided for in the Third Geneva
Convention of 1949, while the journalist
who works on a dangerous mission in
areas of armed conflict should be subject
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sionals in cases of war reinforces the role
played by journalists in clarifying the full
facts of national and international public
opinion. Their role greatly restricts the
freedoms of the conflict parties to use al
methods of war prohibited under interna-
tional humanitarian law. At the same time
this makes journalists vulnerable to repri-
sals and harassment by all these parties,
exposing their lives to risks and threats.
This, in turn, requires that the interna
tional community take responsibility for
protecting these journalists and media
professionals (Hoba, 2009).

Ethical Standards Governing
Humanitarian M edia

The task of the media in its various
forms is to put the facts before the people
objectively and professionally, away from
any favoritism or prejudices that elimi-
nate professionalism and reduce its influ-
ence. The media system and the system
of ethical values overlap, and this makes
professionalism and morality important
factors, among others, that must be present
inany media style (Yasin, 2010).

Althoughtheethical systemisimportant
injournalism, it usually creates an overlap
between what is moral or legal. There
are dtill circumstances where a decisive
decision has not yet been made between
ethical principles and legidative laws
(Ad-Dagher, 2018). It is therefore very
important to consider the importance of
a system which includes a combination
of professional and ethical standards and
constitute an operational and regulatory
nucleus of any media work in general and
journalistic work in particular. We might

call this journalism ethics (Saleh, 2002).
The absence of such a system and the
non-compliance with it may result in a
departure from the values and morals of
the society. This would favor chaos and
violate ethics uncontrollably. The loss of
any ethical and professional norms would
jeopardize the possibility of professionals
legal accountability (Al-Labban, 2014).
The ethical standards that must govern
thejournalistic work inthefield of human-
itarian media are not different from those
that must be met in journalistic work in
general, as these standards and princi-
ples include the principle of privacy and
respect, the principle of non-plagiarism,
the existence of a reference, no harm to
others, no distortion of images and videos,
use of artificial intelligence, the principles
of accountability, accuracy, honesty, and
objectivity (Abdul Rahim, 2021).
Inthelight of al the above, the humani-
tarianmedianeedsto consider anadditional
set of standards and principles governing
the work of journdlists, reporters, and
media professionals. These principles and
standards can be derived from the features
and characteristics associated with this
media style asfollows:

» The media work must describe the
event without judging it in order to
be acceptable to all parties so that it
can reach the victims.

e The international humanitarian law
should be the reference of the infor-
mation.

 The media work should be neutrd,
impartial, and independent.

» The language of media work should
be humanitarian and optimistic.



much asit lives to provide rea value that
Is indispensable for individuals, it is the
media that does not care to being the first
to present the information as much as it
cares about credibility and making sure
of the truth of that information” (Alkhaja,
2016).

Moreover, the disparity in the percep-
tion of the humanitarian mediaitself arises
according to the vision of each organiza-
tion, as each organization seeks to work
according to the nature of its core mission.
Therefore, we find that there is a differ-
ence depending on the mission and scope
of each humanitarian organization. For
example, The International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) humanitarian media
includes everything to do with the protec-
tion of journalists during armed conflicts.
It associates media coverage of conflicts
with the principles of international human-
itarian law and the commitment of jour-
naliststo it. While the International Feder-
ation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) humanitarian media
is linked to the coverage of disaster and
emergency situations and focuses on the
resilience of disaster-hit communities to
preserve their dignity without offering
tragic images of the event.

The Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross
Organization - which isan umbrellafor 21
Red Crescent and Red Cross Arab asso-
ciations and works in the largest humani-
tarian space asasource of tragedy, asylum,
increased conflicts, diseases, and lack of
education for many refugees, displaced
persons and migrants - links the two
previous concepts and sees humanitarian
media as an important factor to increase
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awareness, education and greater effec-
tive integration with those components of
national associations to achieve “commu-
nity partnership”. (Ar-Rahmani, 2019).

The distinction between the concepts of
“media humanization” and “humanitarian
media’, and even the disparity in defini-
tionsof these conceptsis subject to theoret-
ical and academic studies on the disparity
in concepts, while reality confirms that
thereisasignificant overlap between these
concepts that reflect the importance of the
human dimension of media.

Regardless of this controversy, it can be
said that the humanitarian media, in light
of the provided definitions, is based on
four main dimensions:

1. The Reference is the International

Humanitarian Law.

2. The goa is prevention before a
disaster occurs (Betz, 2018).

3. The rule is highlighting the opti-
mistic aspect of the crisis, without
publishing, for example, horrific
images of the wounded even if it
humane, but their photos after the
surgery to give a message of opti-
mism.

4. The mechanism is to focus on the
aspect of tolerance and acceptance of
theother inlight of theworld’ swaves
of asylum, forced and unforced
displacement, and unacceptable situ-
ationsthat are spreading within some
societies (Aljabr, 2019).

Also, considering these definitions, it
IS important to highlight the importance
of the humanitarian media in today’s
world given the increasing conflicts. This
IS because the presence of media profes-
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defineit as*“the objective expression of the
mentality, spirit, inclinations, and trends of
themasses’. The media, therefore, reflects
the opinions and inclinations of both the
masses and the recipients (Isani, 2008).

There are many types of media such as
the political, security, economic media,
and the so-called humanitarian media
Although is one of the most recent and
prominent concepts in media studies,
humanitarian media has not received
enough attention or anaysis. It can be
analyzed from two different angles.

Firgt, it is one of the media disciplines
that aims to inform the public about topics
related to what is happening in areas of
conflict. Second, it is part of the intended
and plannedmediaactivities, whichinclude
specific information messages capable
of highlighting and publicizing all events
happening in conflict areas involving both
the parties engaged in the conflict and the
victims. Thisisatrend that focuses on the
professional use of the media.

In this regard, it is worth clarifying
the confusion of two important concepts,
namely the concept of “humanitarian
media’ and the “media humanization”.
To clarify this confusion between the two
concepts, it can be said that humanitarian
media, according to some writers, is “the
media that is primarily concerned with
humanitarian and relief work and high-
lighting the great role of humanitarian
associations such as humanitarian and
charitable bodies and institutions” (Aljabr,
2019).

Others aso define this type of media
as the media that “promotes the results of
post-conflict and disaster, which is opti-

mistic rather than pessimistic, where it
is concerned with following events and
reporting to organizations and bodies to
reveal humanitarian needs, stating that
this type of media focuses on the aspect
of tolerance and acceptance of the other,
especially about the problems of displace-
ment and asylum, stressing the impor-
tance of activating the new mediato show
achievements, especially about human-
itarian assistance, which contributes to
gaining the largest possible segment of
community members’ (Aljabr, 2019).

Some others define humanitarian media
as “the media style, which is primarily
concerned with humanitarian and relief
work, highlights the great role played by
humanitarian and charitable institutions to
serve the needy, refugees and victims of
conflicts in the world, raise awareness of
the needs of those who are afflicted and in
need, highlight their humanitarian issues
and tragedies, and meet an urgent need
in this humanitarian field that lacks such
disciplines because the target is the human
being” (Ar-Rahmani, 2019). This means
that the message of humanitarian media
has lofty meanings even when provides
the most complex messages.

Wheress, media humani zation,
according to somewriters, is“to search for
truth and right your goal, or its presenta-
tion should be in the context of respect for
peopl€’s choiceswithout being throwninto
mazes where everything became confused,
and the individual only increases confu-
sion, which means that the drums of crises
and conflicts do not ring on the screens
before they take place on the ground, a
media that does not live on accidents as
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Amid the growing role of the media in all its forms and means, many studies
have emerged. These studies focus on the impact of media in building awareness
and shaping citizens’ mental image, and the effects of this image on the society.

In light of the increasing conflicts in the Arab region, the role of the media has
become very important in reporting the tragic situation of some Arab societies.
This has created the need to determine how these images and scenes of victims that
might involve a violation of the individual privacy, should be presented and, at the
same time, to determine how to inform people of the tragedy and destruction that
many regions are experiencing as a result of conflicts engaged within parties whose
agenda is the destruction of the national State. The main question is, how can we
have a humanly disciplined media that without prejudice can convey the current
situation with its complexities using tragic images?

Although the term humanitarian media has not received attention in the past,
it has recently witnessed increased interest and needs to be studied and analyzed.

This study will focus on the following themes:

Concept and Features of Human-
itarian Media

The definitions of the term “media’
vary as it happens in other areas whose
concepts and terms vary due to the
different research approaches adopted by
researchers and scholars. Linguisticaly,
the Arabic noun [‘iielam] (media) is the
infinitive of [‘alama] (informed) [yu’limu]
(informs). Idiomatically, the Arabic noun
[‘iielam] (media) means the process of

transferring the news or the point of view
or both from one party to another. This
definition includes all media forms in all
media channels (Medina, 2013).

In the same context, some define media
as “providing people with the right news,
proper information, and facts that help
them to form a correct opinion on a fact
or problem; this view objectively reflects
the mentality, attitudes, and inclinations of
the masses (Hamza, 1984). While others
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Abstract

In a world where conflicts and wars,
both national and international, are
on the rise, the role of the media in its
various forms, mechanisms, and di-
verse patterns is growing. In this con-
text, a new media pattern has recently
emerged: “humanitarian media”. Hu-
manitarian media focuses on violations
of the international humanitarian law
during conflicts where innocent peo-
ple civilians as well as journalists and
media professionals pay with their lives
their efforts for covering the events. Ye-
men is just one example. In tune with
the emergence of the role of humanitar-
ian media, this study attempts to shed
light on humanitarian media, its legal
rules, and ethical standards to draw the
attention of researchers and academics
to this new media style.

Keywords: Media, Humanitarian
Media, Yemen, International Humani-
tarian Law, Media Humanization
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from startup activities among students.
Thus, using different scenarios — such as
cognitive training to learn how to identify
business opportunities — may be an appro-
priate strategy to provide students with the
required knowledge, as the poverty and
crisis that students experience in asylum
countries can be one such educationa
scenario. On the other hand, involving
family and friends in the learning process
is very important, as a way to demystify
their potential agreement or disagreement
on entrepreneurship. Inviting family and
friends to provide feedback, or to visit an
exhibition of entrepreneurial ideas, are
some examples of useful initiatives.

The results of the study are likely to
have a positive impact on stakeholders,
especially policymakersin host countries
and those responsible for disseminating

the culture of entrepreneurship, human-
itarian organizations, and trends of
support at the United Nations. The study
will also help departments and academic
institutions interested in teaching entre-
preneurship and graduates specializingin
administration and entrepreneurship. The
study recommends expanding thefield of
entrepreneurship education and dissem-
inating awareness of it to al segments
of society to help them achieve self-suf-
ficiency and to establish the required
entrepreneurship support mechanism
to have a supportive environment and
systems for students who want to start a
business. Thus, this cognitive aspect is
important and needs further studies of
larger samples of refugees and different
environments to clarify more deeply for
al those interested.
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& Luthje, 2004; Entrialgo & Iglesias,
2020; Shook & Bratianu, 2008; Ferrante
& Sabatini, 2007; Ajzen, 2002). Thus,
for entrepreneurial activity, the observed
behavioral control in the perception of
ease or difficulty in creating a new project
and the support of the socia environment
promotes a person’sintention to perform a
behavior and increases hig/her effort.
Concerning the indirect relationship
between entrepreneurial knowledge and
entrepreneurial intention, the results of
the last three hypotheses H7, H8, and H9
indicate that the antecedents of intention
mediate the relationship between entre-
preneurial knowledge and entrepreneuria
intention. The results of the analysis of
H7 confirm that the intention to become
afounder of abusinessis modified by the
attitude towards entrepreneurship when
graduates acquire entrepreneurial knowl-
edge that supports their choices to decide
to start their business. Improving students
attitudes toward entrepreneurship is a
supporting factor. Thus, the mechanism of
transferring technological and administra-
tiveknowledgeand getting acquainted with
business areas |eads to increased entrepre-
neurial activity among students. It isthere-
fore advisable that higher education insti-
tutions and humanitarian organizations
involved in supporting refugees establish a
strong network of graduate entrepreneurs,
technical experts, marketing experts, legal
advisors, and prominent entrepreneurs,
as this will provide a base for students to
experiment, learn, and implement their
business ideas with the right support in
the right place, and this will also moti-
vate students and enable them to pursue

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

an entrepreneurial career (Henderson &
Robertson, (2000).

Finally, the result of the analysis of H8
and H9 reinforces entrepreneurial inten-
tion through SN and PBC, and the entre-
preneurial knowledge gained contributes
to the formation of more realistic percep-
tions of students, particularly regarding
their ability to access the necessary
resources. Furthermore, the discovery of
corporate regulatory requirements, obsta-
cles and challenges, startup costs, oper-
ating costs, and taxes determines the case
of their entrepreneurial ideas, and this is
supported by all those in the surrounding
environment — teachers, friends, rela
tives, and parents, and this result has been
consistent with the work of Roy et. d.,
(2008) and Fuller et. d., (2018).

Theoretical and Practical
I mplications and Recommendations
According to the results of the study,
entrepreneurial knowledge has had posi-
tive results and a direct and strong effect
on some of the antecedents of intention
on the one hand, and an indirect effect
supportive of the entrepreneurial inten-
tion. Therefore, especialy in the context
of asylum, knowledge support is very
important for the intention to start a busi-
ness, and thus humanitarian organizations
need to disseminate knowledge of entre-
preneurial work. Accordingly, universi-
ties and organizations that assist refugees
shouldfacilitatetraining related to building
an individua’s self-efficacy. Experien-
tial entrepreneurship education may be
useful for this situation, to create aware-
ness of the results that can be expected
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tudes of students towards entrepreneur-
ship, meaning that the students of the
study sample who studied and acquired
knowledge related to business have devel-
oped positive attitudes towards the estab-
lishment of their projects, and this result
practically makes sense since this category
has almost no employment opportunities.
Thus, having obtained official documents
from their universities and gaining more
knowledge about the work culture and
licensing of the country of asylum contrib-
uted to students ability to form these
positive attitudes, which is supported
by the results of similar studies by Ni &
Ye, (2018); Karyaningsih et. al., (2020);
Franke & Luthje, (2004). Thus, the acqui-
sition of entrepreneurial knowledge can
develop new and positive attitudes and
behaviors where they did not previousy
exist.

On the other hand, the results of the
study did not support the second hypothesis
(H2) which shows a relationship between
high levels of entrepreneurial knowledge
and socia norms, which may be caused
by the disintegration of the social environ-
ment in the case of asylum. The university
can provide useful information about the
positive effects of entrepreneurship, but it
Is not a sufficient reason to start an entre-
preneurial venture. Thus, entrepreneuria
knowledge, however rich and useful, does
not work within the scope of externa
control factors for individuals, such as
securing resources and regulatory barriers,
especialy when contextual conditions are
unfavorable, such as asylum conditions.

This finding has been confirmed by
numerous studies (Carayannis et. a.,

2003; Fayolle et. a., 2006). It has also
been shown that the advanced levels of
entrepreneurial knowledge that students
can gain in marketing, finance, and case
studies, help increase an individual’s stock
of managerial, organizational, marketing,
financial and creative knowledge neces-
sary for the development and entrepre-
neurship. Thus, this increases students
experiences and entrepreneurial  skills,
promotes their confidence, and provides
them with the ability to control their entre-
preneurial ideas, and estimate the case
of their implementation, and this was the
result of the analysis of the third hypoth-
esis (H3) aresult that it is possible to find
in several studies, including Roxas, (2014)
and Alkhalaf et. a.’s, (2022) one. Thus,
when thinking about starting a business,
students judge the viability of the oppor-
tunity, the availability of resources, and
their ability to perform the required tasks,
and these judgments create positive or
negative perceptions regarding a possible
action.

The direct relationship between the
three antecedents of entrepreneurial
intention did not differ from what was
expected when testing the three hypoth-
eses (H4 H5, H6,), as the results of the
study found that the three antecedents
have a positive effect on the intention of
entrepreneurship, especialy the positive
attitudes that students have formed about
entrepreneurial work, as they represented
a strong effect relationship. These results
show that students pointed to behavioral
antecedents that affect their intention to
start an entrepreneuria venture consistent
with the results of similar studies (Franke
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Table 7: Resultsof Indirect Hypotheses

Validation P-Value = T-Value Beta Indirect Path Hypothesis
Supported 0.012 2.551 0.269 EK——» TBA —» El H7
Supported 0.012 2.535 0.161 EK—» SN—» EI H8
Supported 0.025 2.262 0.145 EK—» PBC—»El H9

The table above shows the indirect
relationship  between  entrepreneurial
knowledge and entrepreneurial intention,
showing that students attitudes towards
entrepreneurship (ATB) mediate the rela-
tionship between entrepreneurial knowl-
edge (El) and entrepreneurial intention
(El), where Beta = 0.269, and the value of
T =0.980, and the value of P=0.000, and
thisresult supports hypothesis 7 (H7). The
table also shows that social norms (SN)
mediate the relationship between entre-
preneurial knowledge (EI) and entrepre-
neurial intention (EI), and therefore, there
isastatistically significant relationship, as
Beta = 0.161, and the value of T = 2.497,
and the value of P = 0.013 and this result
supports the eighth hypothesis (H8), while
the perception of control over entrepre-
neurial behavior (PBC) mediates the rela-
tionship between entrepreneurial knowl-
edge and entrepreneuria intention (El) as
well, and therefore, there is a statistically
significant relationship, as Beta = 0.152,
and the value of T = 2.354, and the value
of P = 0.019 and this result supports the
ninth hypothesis (H9).

Study Results

Given the socia and economic bene-
fits of entrepreneurship, policy advocates
are interested in understanding the various

factorsthat shape the intention of entrepre-
neurship to create an encouraging educa-
tion system. It is therefore essentia to
understand the psychological and contex-
tual factors that influence entrepreneurial
intention, especially in the case of asylum.

This study seeks to draw attention to a
group of people that today constitutes an
important percentage of the world’s popu-
lation as a result of conflicts and wars.
Those people are the displaced persons
and refugees. The number of people
displaced by war, violence, persecution,
and human rights violations reached 89.3
million people at the end of 2021. This
study focused on Syrian studentsin Turkey
who have joined the faculties of adminis-
tration, economics, and entrepreneurship,
whether at the undergraduate or graduate
levels, to understand the effect of entrepre-
neurial knowledge acquired by students
in promoting the intention of entrepre-
neurship and starting a business, and thus
to bridge the research gap in this field to
support humanitarian organizations and
host countries that need such studies in
formulating their plans.

The results of the analysis of the first
hypothesis (H1) showed that there is a
positive and strong relationship between
the high levels of entrepreneurial knowl-
edge, and the formation of positive atti-
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Direct Hypotheses Test
Table 6 shows the result of the test of

direct hypotheses through significance,
estimation, and decision:

Table 6: Results of Direct Hypotheses

Validation :Zl/glgg ‘-II'-_:/?I;Z Beta Path Hypothesis
Supported*** 0.000 5.574 0.354 EK—» ATB H1
Non-Supported 0.652 0.452 0.31 EK—» SN H2
Supported 0.047 1.996 0.134 EK—» PBC H3
Supported*** 0.000 3.812 0.245 ATB —»EI H4
Supported 0.013 2.497 0.160 SN —»El H5
Supported 0.019 2.354 0.152 PBC ——»El H6

Table 6 shows the results of the path
coefficient for a set of assumed relation-
ships between variables, and the results
indicate a datistically significant rela
tionship between independent variables
and the dependent variable. First: Entre-
preneurial  Knowledge (EK) and the
student’s attitudes towards entrepreneur-
ship (ATB), where Beta= 0.354, the value
of T = 5.574, the value of P = 0.000, and
this result supports the first hypothesis
(H1). Second: Entrepreneurial Knowl-
edge (EK) and Social Norms (SN) have
no statistically significant relationship, as
Beta = 0.31, the value of T = 0.452, and
the value of P=0.652, and this result does
not support the second hypothesis (H2).
Third: Entrepreneurial Knowledge (EK)
and perceived behaviora control (PBC)
have a satisticaly significant relation-
ship, as Beta = 0.134, the value of T =
1.996, and the value of P =0.047 and this
result supports the third hypothesis (H3).

Fourth: There is a correlation between
students’ attitudes towards entrepreneur-
ship (ATB) and entrepreneurial intention
(El), where Beta= 0.245, thevalueof T =
3.812, and the value of P=0.000, and this
result supports the fourth hypothesis (H4).
Fifth: Social Norms (SN) and Entrepre-
neurial Intention (El) have a statistically
significant relationship, as Beta =0.160,
the value of T = 2.497, and the value of P
= 0.013 and this result supports the fifth
hypothesis (H5). Sixth: The perception
of control over entrepreneurial behavior
(PBC) and entrepreneurial intention (EI),
have a dtatigtically significant relation-
ship, where Beta= 0.152, thevalueof T =
2.354, and the value of P=0.019, and this
result supports the sixth hypothesis (H6).

I ndirect Hypotheses Test

Table 7 shows the result of the test of
indirect hypotheses through significance,
estimation, and decision.
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The following table shows the criteria
for therelevance of the study model, where
the value (CMIN/DF = 1.575) was less
than 5; the indicators (RMR = 0.071) and
(RMSEA = 0.051) werelessthan 0.08; the

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

indicators (GFI = 0.963) and (IFI = 0.963)
were more than 0.9; and also, the indica-
tors (PGFI = 0.703) and (PNFI = 0.794)
were higher than 0.50. All these indicators
arerelevant.

Table5: Indicators of Suitability for the Study Model

Indicators CMIN/Df RMR REMSEA CFI IFI PGFI PNFI
Measured 1.575 0.071 0.051 0.963 0.963 0.703 0.794
Recommended <5 <0.08 <0.08 >0.90 >0.90 > 0.50 > 0.50

According to the table above, the
model achieved good datarelevance, and
the structural equation modeling (SEM)

was tested to design the complete model
of the study using AMOS software
asfollows:

Figure 2: Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) of the Study
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All elements were also loaded to a
single factor as corrective action to deter-
mine the common method bias. The
results in Table 3 show that the cumu-

lative variance was 22.613%, which is
less than 50%, so it was found that the
common method bias did not affect the
data collected in this study.

Table 3: Common Method Variance (CMV)

Components Variance Cumulative Total Aggregate Variance Cumulative
1 5.889 25.603 25.603 5.201 22.613
2 3.517 15.293 40.896
3 3.223 14.013 54.909
0.139
21
0.603
22 0.097 0.421

To determine the state of the multiple
linear relationships between variables,
tests of the tolerance and variance inflation
factor were conducted. Theresultsin Table
4 confirm that all values of inequality
exceeded 0.05 and that the values of the

inflation variance factor were less than 10.
Thus, these findings confirm that sufficient
discriminant validity has been achieved.
Furthermore, significant relationships exist
between the mgority of study variables at
asignificance level of 0.01.

Table 4: Correlation Between Variables

Variables  VIF<10 T>0.05 EK ATB SN PBC El
EK 1.155 0.866 1 0.354** 0.031 0.134* 0.330**
ATB 1.150 0.870 1 0.21 0.119 0.267**
SN 1.002 0.998 1 0.36 0.171**
PBC 1.125 0.975 1 0.187 **
El - - 1
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in Table 2, where the percentage of the
explained variance of all study variables
exceeded 50%, and they al were signifi-
cant and sufficiently reliable because more
than half of the variables were explained
in the model. The table also shows two
teststhat indicate the relevance of the data:
the first is Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO),
which is used to measure the adequacy
of sampling to perform exploratory factor

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

analysis, and indicates the percentage of
variation in variables that may be caused
by basicfactors, thevalueof KMO=0.833,
which is more than the minimum accept-
able value for sample adequacy (0.60),
and the second is the test of Bartlett's test
= 3520,717 with a significance level of
(0.000 < 0.05), these results confirm that
the sample size is sufficient to analyze the
factors.

Table 2: Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA)

Variable Item Loading variance Eigenvalues Expl_amed
Percentage Variance
EK1 0,85 0,795
Entrepreneurial EK2 0,91 0,843
1 15.2
Knowledge EK3 0,85 0,788 3,517 5293
EK4 0,78 0,733
ATB2 0,59 0,548
Attitudes towards ATB3 0,86 0,556
. ’ ’ 25.
behavior ATB4 0,82 0,780 5,889 3603
ATB5 0,82 0,691
ATB6 0,85 0,714
SNI1 0,91 0,865
. SN2 0,96 0,898
I ’ ’ 1. .64
Social norms SN3 0.78 0.859 989 8.649
SN4 0,81 0,804
PBCl1 0,62 0.539
. 0,76 ’
PBC2 ’
Perception of 0,82 0,695 2389 10.357
behavior control PBC3 0.85 0,730
PBC4 0.84 0,760
EIl
Entrepreneurial EI2 825 0,746
pren ’ 0,775 3.223 14.013
Intention EI3 0,85
0,809
El4 0,68 0,592
KMO= 0,833 Bartlett’s test of Sphericity= 3520,717 Sig=0,000 02=73.915
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the value of the skewness coefficient
ranged between (-0.863, 0.327), thus not
exceeding £ 3, while the value of kurtosis

(-1.248, 0.667), thus not exceeding + 3 as
well, which supports the normal distribu-
tion of data.

Table 1: Descriptive Statisticsand Normal Distribution

Cronbach’s

ltems alpha

Variable

Arithmetic Standard

Mean Deviation Skewness

Kurtosis

EK1

Entrepreneurial EK2
Knowledge EK3

EK4

0.911

3.3836 0.94941 - 0,069 - 0,069

ATB1
ATB2
ATB3
ATB4
ATBS
ATB6

Attitudes towards

behavior 0,895

SN1
SN2
SN3
SN4

Social norms 0,942

PBC1
PBC2
PBC3
PBC4

Perception of

behavior control 0,885

Ell

Entrepreneurial El2
Intention EI3

El4

0,861

3,4406 0,99305 -0.067 - 0,482

2,7751 0,79270 -1.248 0.327

3,6584 0,86918 0.337 - 0,863

4,0970 1,13154 0.667 - 0,641

Exploratory Factor Analysis

To determine the number of variablesin
the current study, the researcher used the
SPSS — AMOS program for Exploratory
Factors Analysis (EFA) of the data, and
the result was five factors, as follows: 1)
Entrepreneurial Knowledge (EK), consists

of four elements. 2) The attitude towards
entrepreneurship (ATB), consists of six
elements, 3) social norms (SN), which
consists of four elements, 4) perception of
behavior control (PBC), consisting of four
items, 5) entrepreneurial intention (El),
consisting of four items, and thisis shown



Effect of Entrepreneurial Knowledge on Promoting Entrepreneurial Intention

naire was distributed to students within
one week, and 219 students from the three
universities participated in the question-
naire at the end of the period.

The study tool (questionnaire) was
divided into two parts: the first section
contains descriptive information about
age, gender, previous experiences, and
the number of years of asylum. The other
section includes the variables of the study,
which were measured based on current
metrics found in the research literature,
which proved their reliability and validity.
This section includes three groups of
Statements:

Thefirst group measures the indepen-
dent variable, which is entrepreneuria
knowledge, adopting a scae of Franke
& Luthje, (2004). It explains the most
Important concepts of measuring entrepre-
neurial knowledge, such as knowledge of
marketing, finance, organization, manage-
ment, markets, resource provision, and
academic education, measured by four
elements (EK1, EK2, EK3, EK4).

The second group measures medi-
ated variables, which are the anteced-
ents of intention according to the theory
of planned behavior, and adopted a scale
of Lifidn, & Chen, (2009), where atti-
tudes towards entrepreneurial behavior
included six elements (ATB1, ATBZ2,
ATB3, ATB4, ATB5, ATB6) and the state-
ments focused on the student’s belief that
thereisdifficulty in developing and estab-
lishing a business or even not being able
to start a business, as well as the possi-
bility of establishing his/her project if
resources and opportunities are available,
and achieving satisfaction and self-af-

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

firmation as an entrepreneur. Whereas
social norms included statements about
supporting friends, family, and relatives
through four elements (SN1, SN2, SN3,
SN4). While the phrases of perception
included control of behavior; namely,
that the student understands the ease of
entrepreneurial work and possesses the
abilities, resources, facilities, knowledge,
and all the details necessary to start his/
her business by four elements, namely
(PBC4, PBC3, PBC2, PBCL1).

The third group: includes the state-
ments that measure the dependent variable
(which isthe intention of entrepreneurship
by four elements (El1, EI2, EI3, and El4),
wherethe Lifian & Chen, (2009) scalewas
also relied upon and focused on the insis-
tence, effort, and the strong willingness to
start abusiness. All variables were subject
to thefive-point Likert scale.

DataAnalysis

The study data were analyzed by using
SPSS-AMOS software, and Table 1 shows
Cronbach’s apha coefficients, standard
deviations, and other descriptive statistics
of the study variables. Cronbach’'s alpha
in the table shows that the scale used in
the current study is reliable because all
alpha coefficients values were greater
than 0.60 (Hair et al, 2006), (EK=0,911,
ATB=0,895, SN=0,942, PBC=0,885,
El=0,861), and the results indicate that the
average answers to variables were at the
highest level of entrepreneuria intention,
reaching (EI=4,0970). In addition, the
results of statistical deviation and kurtosis
tests were within the acceptable range of
+3 and -3 (Ghasemi & Zahediad, 2012),
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pendent), attitude towards entrepreneur-
ship (mediating), subjective or social
norms, perception of behavior control,

and finally the dependent variable which
is the intention of entrepreneurship.
Figure 1 shows them:

Figure 1: The Study Model

Attitude toward behavior
(ATB)

Entrepreneurial Intention

(ED

Social norms

Entrepreneurial Knowledge
(EK)

Perceived behavioral control
(PBC)

Through theoretical aspects, previous
studies, and the model proposed above,
and to achieve the objectives of the study,
the hypotheses of the study can be formu-
lated as follows:

H1: High levels of entrepreneurial
knowledge positively affect students’ atti-
tudes towards entrepreneurship.

H2: High levels of entrepreneurial
knowledge have a positive effect on
students’ social norms.

H3: High levels of entrepreneurial
knowledge exert a positive effect on
students’ perception of behavior control.

H4: Attitudes towards entrepreneur-
ship have a positive effect on the entrepre-
neurial intention of students.

H5: Social norms have a positive effect
on student’s entrepreneurial intention.

H6: Recognizing control over entre-
preneurial behavior positively affects
students’ entrepreneurial intention.

H7: Attitudes towards entrepreneurship
mediate the relationship between entre-

preneurial knowledge and entrepreneurial
intention of students.

H8: Social norms mediate the relation-
ship between entrepreneurial knowledge
and entrepreneurial intentions among
students.

H9: The perception of control over
entrepreneurial behavior mediates the rela-
tionship between entrepreneurial knowl-
edge and entrepreneurial intention among
students.

Study M ethodology

The study wused the quantitative
approach for data collection, which allows
the results to be generalized and the possi-
bility of repeating the survey in future
research. A sample of Syrian refugee
students from the faculties of administra-
tion and economics in three universities
was selected for study, namely Harran
University in Sanlurfa, Aintab University
in Gaziantep, and Mardin Artuklu Univer-
sity in Mardin. The link to the question-
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and economic characteristics, refugees
in different host countries experience
varying challenges while starting their
new ventures (Cooney & Licciardi, 2019).
Asaresult, Turkey could serve asanatural
laboratory to learn more about the entre-
preneurial experiences of Syrian refugees.

On the other hand, some believe that
entrepreneurship is an integrated system,
and like any discipline, it can be learned,
but on the other hand, some studiesconfirm
that important aspects of entrepreneur-
ship, such as creativity, cannot be learned
and need practical experience to develop
it (Vaerio et. a., 2014; Drucker, 1985),
however, the educated individual has a
higher potential for success than hisor her
uneducated counterparts(Roy et. al., 2017).
Moreover, university graduate entrepre-
neurs have higher employability, invest-
ment potential, and better performance
compared to non-academics (Lee et. a.,
2018; Graevenitz et. a., 2010). Therefore,
academic ingtitutions play an important
role in providing knowledge, developing,
and raising students awareness to prepare
aspiring entrepreneurs (Pago et. al., 2014),
as this acquired competence can affect
future situations and perceptions, opening
pathwaysto action and expl oiting opportu-
nities, enabling these activities to be inter-
preted into a form of success. Therefore,
it is appropriate to examine whether the
acquisition of technological knowledge
and skills in these academic institutions
is sufficient and profitable to develop a
future position that may promote a culture
of entrepreneurship.

Ajzen, (1991) emphasized the role
of motivational dimensions in affecting

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

behavior but did not mention the existence
of mediation interactions affecting TPB.
Some researchers have studied the medi-
ation of the relationship between entre-
preneurial knowledge and entrepreneurial
intentions, showing that attitudes, beliefs,
and self-efficacy can play an important
role in shaping intention (Roxas, 2014).
The acquisition of entrepreneurial knowl-
edge has a positive effect on students
entrepreneurial intentions, as it has been
shown that the main dimensions of TBP
have a mediation effect between knowl-
edge and entrepreneurial intention. There-
fore, theentrepreneurial knowledge gained
reduces the uncertainty associated with
entrepreneurship. In the same context,
Roy et. a., (2017) investigated the role
of the mediator between knowledge and
entrepreneurial intention using one of the
key dimensions of TPB and found that
possessing talents, skills, and beliefs may
be amotivating factor for human behavior
in choice, perseverance, and control.

The theoretical model of this study
iIs concerned with studying the direct
effect of entrepreneurial knowledge on
the history of intention, namely atti-
tudes towards entrepreneurship and
socia norms, the perception of behavior
control, and then the effect of these
antecedents on the entrepreneurial inten-
tion of the study sample. On the other
hand, within this model, the study exam-
inestheindirect effect of entrepreneurial
knowledge on entrepreneurial intention
by centering on the three antecedents of
planned behavior theory. The model of
the study includes five variables. entre-
preneurial knowledge (which is inde-
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effect on the person, as personal norms
can create intentions, so when the opinions
of others are positive, they will facilitate
accessto different resources. For example,
socia bonds can consist of specialized
experts (such aslawyers and accountants),
support product development, or even
funding, which in turn will promote the
positive results expected from the busi-
ness. Through this epistemological point
of view, Lifian (2004) asserts that these
norms derive their importance from their
ability to legitimize these actions, promote
certain attitudes appropriate to behavior,
disseminate negative signals that create
feelings of frustration, and discourage the
enthusiasm of entrepreneurs to engage in
business.
Perceived Behavioral Control

Perceived behavioral control expresses
the degree of perceived ease or difficulty
of an individual to begin his’her behavior
(Ajzen, 1991). Therefore, an individu-
a’s assessment of the opportunities for
success and failure in the project needs
the individua’s judgment on how redlistic
his/her expectations of the business are.
Perceived behavioral control generally
refers to the level of individua control
over actual performance and the expected
outcomes of that performance (Armitag
& Christian, 2003). According to a study
conducted by Roxas, (2014), knowledge
of the future requirements of a project,
such as financing, organization, manufac-
turing, and marketing processes, improves
the entrepreneur’s ability to control it.
Concerning starting a business, Lifian
(2004) emphasized that more credible
decisionsrequire sufficient knowledge and

awarenessof theinstitutions supporting the
projects such as associations, chambers of
commerce, training centers, and funding
providers. On the other hand, experimental
studies have indicated that a higher level
of behaviora control promotes intention
and hence behavior (Armitage & Chris-
tian, 2003; Autio et. a., 2001), as educa
tion plays an important role in knowledge
transfer and capacity development because
it will change a person’s perception of his/
her ability to perform intentional behavior
(Ferrante & Sabatini, 2007).

Study Model and Hypotheses

The results of severa studies indicate
that refugees experience difficult chal-
lenges when seeking employment in the
host country (Garnham, 2006. Roth et.
a., 2012; Wauters & Lambrecht, 2008),
including but not limited to, language
barriers, unrecognized or low qualifica
tions, and skills gaps are just a few of the
issues that contribute to refugee unem-
ployment (Vinokurov et. a., 2017). As a
result, refugees are often pushed towards
entrepreneurship to support themselves
and their families, increase their financial
security, and reduce their dependence on
government assistance (Garnham, 2006).

Although explaining the decision to
start a new business is an important issue,
what remains vague—with alack of under-
standing of how refugees turn their entre-
preneurial intentions into action — is how
refugees can decide to engage in entre-
preneurial activity. (Mawson & Kasem,
2019), as the intention may not lead to a
new project (O’ Gorman, 2019). Because
each country has its own environmental
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ship as a profession becomes more cred-
ible (Lifian, 2004). So, when individuals
have a strong intention to own a business,
knowledge will support their ability to
identify opportunities and help them make
optimal use, and this will bring a definite
profit to entrepreneurs.

Entrepreneurial I ntention

According to Souitaris et. a., (2007),
the entrepreneurial intention is the deep
involvement or intention of individuals
to start a business, which is affected by
certain characteristics such as attitude,
innovation, risk-taking, decision-maker,
and some internal factors that stem from
an entrepreneur’s personality in the form
of personality traits, attitudes, willingness,
and ability to establish a business, and
external factors resulting from the effect
of the family, the business environment,
and the socio-economic environment
(Krueger, 1993).

Ajzen, (1991) identifies intention as
the desire of peopleto try, and the amount
of effort they plan to put into behavior.
In genera, the stronger the intention,
the more likely a person is to engage in
a certain behavior, and because entre-
preneurial behavior is deliberate, many
researchers agree that it can be predicted
by entrepreneuria intention (Krueger &
Carsrud, 1993).

On the other hand, the theory of planned
behavior focuses on intentions through
analyzing human behavior (Ajzen, 1991).
The theory argues that an entrepre-
neur’s activities in planning, identifying,
and anayzing opportunities, providing
resources, and seeking funding can aso
be learned and taught, and points to three

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

independent concepts called antecedents
of intention:
Attitude toward Behavior

Attitude toward behavior occupies an
advanced and central place in Ajzen's
model of intention, as they reflect the
degree of negative or positive evalua
tion of individuals about the behavior
they intend to adopt. Thus, attitude is an
important factor for the interpretation
of intention as it clarifies the behavioral
aspects of individuals, such as the need
for financial security, the importance of
wealth, workload avoidance, and indepen-
dence. A strong positive attitude can help
turn intention into future behavior (Ajzen,
1991), with some studies suggesting that
those who have positive experiences are
more interested in entrepreneurial work
than those who have negative or no expe-
rience (Roxas, 2014). Therefore, appro-
priate attitudes generate actionable inten-
tions, they express cognitive variables
that can be perceived and then learned,
SO entrepreneurship education is a helpful
tool to promote the status of entrepreneurs
(Alkhaef et. a., 2022).

Social Norms

Socia norms express socia pressures
on anindividual to carry out or not to carry
out a certain behavior. According to the
socia capital literature, social networksare
institutional resources, providing knowl-
edge, financial support, enthusiasm, and
trust from family, relatives, and friends to
implement or not to implement a particul ar
behavior (Lan & Luc, 2020). Although
Ajzen pointed out that thisvariableisweak
in explaining intention compared to other
variables, researchers cannot ignore their
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control, and the ability to take risks, and
thus, according to this approach, thetraits
of entrepreneurs are innate and cannot be
taught (Robertson et. al., 2003). On the
other hand, researchers pointed out the
idea of the impact of institutional factors
such as the influence of formal factors
(government policies, physical infrastruc-
ture, intellectual property rights), and the
impact of informal factors (cultural and
social norms, the social image of the
entrepreneur, support for startups, access
to the social network), on the activities of
startups. Therefore, institutional condi-
tions and the economic situation can
create a positive attitude toward entre-
preneurship (Lifian & Fayolle, 2015;
Thornton et. al., 2011).

Finally, behavioral scientiststry toiden-
tify “what an entrepreneur does’ and not
“who an entrepreneur is.” Entrepreneurial
activities can be described as a planned
behavior that can be better examined
through Intention models (Krueger et. a.,
2000), where Ajzen (1991) presented his
model known as the Theory of Planned
Behavior (TPB) and used TPB inten-
tion to predict behavior through intention
antecedents, namely attitudes towards
behavior, subjective or social norms, and
perception of behavior control.

Theoretical Aspect of the Study
Entrepreneurial Knowledge

The concept of Widding (2005) is one
of the key concepts on which entrepre-
neurial knowledgeisbuilt. He sees knowl-
edge and accessto it asthe most important
resource in entrepreneurship. In contrast,
studies related to this variable involve

some overlap between knowledge about
entrepreneurship and skills related to it.
However, entrepreneurial knowledge is
one of the critical factors in shaping the
characteristics of entrepreneurs, as it can
become one of the main pillars on which
entrepreneurs rely to run their business
because it contains many positive values
about work, such as scientific meth-
odology, skill, and rationdlity (Jack &
Anderson, 1999).

Types of entrepreneuria knowledge
are divided into two 1) Functional knowl-
edge: which includes sales, marketing,
production, human resources, and finan-
cial management (Widding, 2005; Hindle,
2007), 2) Strategic knowledge: which
includes strategic and competitive anal-
ysis, exploration and exploitation of
opportunities, and assessment of the busi-
ness environment (Agrawal, 2005; Yu &
Chan, 2004). The lack of entrepreneurial
knowledge leads to significant risks that
may pose an obstacle to the organiza
tion of new projects or the development
of existing ones (Ozarali & Rivenburgh,
2016). Therefore, when knowledge is
acquired, entrepreneurial ventures will
begin to build competitive advantages
that contribute to their continued success
(Dohse & Walter, 2012).

Lifidn et. a., (2013) pointed out that
sufficient awareness and knowledge of
the role of some supporting institutions,
for example, knowledge of associations,
clubs, chambers of commerce, training
centers for entrepreneurs, and financia
service providers to obtain soft loans,
contribute to successful decision-making.
Thus, the decision to choose entrepreneur-
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Previous Studies

A review of the literature on behavior
studies can draw many of the models of
intent on which these studiesarebuilt, such
as push-pull factors (Watson et al., 1994;
Chen et a, 2006) and views driven by
necessity or opportunity (Venkataraman,
1997; Vadez et a, 2011). Entrepreneur-
ship driven by necessity has to do with
nutrition, clothing, and self-support. These
entrepreneurial refugees are not in a posi-
tion to make indifferent decisions, so they
seem more conservative, and thelr situa-
tion isfull of chalenges, where hard work
Increases the opportunities for individuals
succeeding to be entrepreneurs (Valdez
et. a., 2011). Many factors — including
knowledge and education —remove agreat
deal of uncertainty, but because of therole
thisissue may play in securing their lives,
they have no choice but to start abusiness.

Entrepreneurial intentions sometimes
rely on previous attitudes, beliefs, and
perceptions, by associating intentions with
planned behavior, where attitudes, initia
choices, desires, and socia and economic
contexts can be described as antecedents
that contribute to the formation of inten-
tions, and then behavior (Krueger &
Carsrud, 1993; Lifién, 2004), where some
studiesconfirm that studentshave different
intentions to start their businesses. For
example, Autio et. a., (2001) concluded
that students’ perceptions contribute to the
promotion of entrepreneurial intention and
that many factors govern entrepreneurial
traits, such as risk appetite, personality
traits, self-efficacy, and gender (Haeruddin
& Natsir, 2018; Zhao et al, 2020; Azis &
Haeruddin, 2018).

Study on a Sample of Syrian Refugee Students in Turkish Universities

Fayolle (2015) tested the effective-
ness of entrepreneurship education and
found that it stimulates the intentions of
new interns who do not have prior knowl-
edge of entrepreneurship, but the result
was different and negative for respon-
dents with previous experience (Riviezzo,
et. a., 2019). Regardless of the differ-
ences in the results of these studies due to
reasons related to methodology and diver-
sity of cultures, knowledge of behavioral
antecedents and their effect on entrepre-
neuria intentions encourages students to
consider entrepreneurship as a desirable
profession after graduation.

Entrepreneurship differs from other
academic disciplinesinits ability to trans-
form knowledge, skills, and attitudes into
behavior that allows the creation of insti-
tutions (Le Pontois, 2020). Therefore,
governments began to implement educa-
tion, training, and support policies for
entrepreneurs (Bridge et. a., 2009), and
this aimed at affecting their perceptions
and decisions to help reduce youth unem-
ployment (Kim & Cho, 2009).

Research has addressed entrepreneur-
ship from different aspects, and according
to economic theory, it isa successful way
to achieve economic equilibrium through
the development of new means of
production and a willingness to identify
and utilize existing employment oppor-
tunities (Schumpeter, 1934; Kirzner,
1973). While psychological theory sheds
light on the personality of the individual
(Solesvik et. al., 2014), where the entre-
preneur is recognized based on certain
common personality traits, such as the
need to accomplish, the perception of
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role in motivating entrepreneurs and that entrepreneurship education not
only targets students’ knowledge, mindset, behavior, and self-efficacy but also
develops students’ intention and skills to start a business (Jena, 2020; Fayolle
& Gailly, 2015). However, scientific research has somewhat overlooked the
entrepreneurial intentions of refugees in general, and the refugee students in
particular. In contrast, the growing academic involvement in scientific research
reflects the global interest in the refugee crisis and its social and economic
impacts on host countries to countering the traditional approach that treats
refugees as a source of economic burden and social threat. This academic
debate is therefore a logical challenge highlighting the bright side of refugees
on the path to entrepreneurship (Cetin, et. al., 2022).

This study examines the direct and indirect effect of entrepreneurial
knowledge on entrepreneurial intent among Syrian refugee students in some
Turkish universities, by adding the entrepreneurial knowledge acquired by
students to the Theory of Planned Behaviour (TPB). This allow us to formulate
the following question: Does entrepreneurial knowledge promote students’
intention to establish their new businesses in countries of asylum?

The study aims to determine the effect of entrepreneurial knowledge in
shaping and crystallizing students’ attitudes to start their businesses, through
the following sub-objectives:

1. Measure the direct effect of entrepreneurial knowledge on the history of
intention on the one hand and the entrepreneurial intention of students on
the other.

2. Examine graduates’ perceptions of the knowledge of entrepreneurship
and its effect on the development of positive attitudes towards business.

The study provides more understanding of the effect of entrepreneurial
knowledge on the intentions of graduates of refugee students who are necessarily
motivated to seek opportunities in an environment of uncertainty, where
research results can help to formulate targeted educational policies, especially
for this group, to facilitate their integration into the host society.
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Many countries have received asylum applications from individuals who
have been forced to flee their homes due to conflicts in their countries. Turkey,
for example, has received the largest number of Syrian refugees fleeing the
ongoing conflict, and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has reported that the number of Syrian refugees in Turkey is
3,710,532, constituting 64.7% of total Syrian refugees in neighboring countries
and 3.5% of Turkey’s population (UNHCR, 2021).

On the other hand, the legal status of Syrian refugees in Turkey allows them
to reside under the Temporary Protection Law, which defines the treatment of
Syrians as temporary guests pending their return when security is guaranteed
in their country. Syrians carry an identity card called “Kimilik”, which has
a serial number and a registered address for all applicants. However, many
Syrian arrivals can obtain work or tourist visas that allow them to move freely
throughout Turkey. In contrast, an estimated 56,000 people continue to live in
refugee camps along the border with Syria (UNHCR, 2021).

According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), entrepreneurship is one of the world’s primary tools for dealing with
economic and social challenges to reduce unemployment, encourage innovation,
and support economic development (Choo & Wong, 2006; Mazzarol & Reboud,
2020). The strategic importance of entrepreneurship in economic development
has led to the spread of entrepreneurship education programs around the
world, designed to promote a preference for self-employment as an applicable,
rewarding, and sustainable career option among young people.

Most researchers agree that entrepreneurship education can play a crucial
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Abstract

Entrepreneurial knowledge is important for administrative and practical practices
when planning and organizing projects. Particularly relevant is the knowledge gained
from entrepreneurship education programs. This study assumes that entrepreneurial
knowledge has an indirect effect on entrepreneurial intention through the mediation
effects of social attitudes and norms by studying a sample of Syrian refugees students
in some Turkish universities. The study aims to understand the attitudes of these
students because they are refugees who are necessarily motivated to start new
projects. A questionnaire was distributed to students of the faculties of administration
and economics in three universities, namely Harran University in Sanlrfa, Aintab
University in Gaziantep, and Mardin Artuklu University in Mardin. In total 219
questionnaires resulted valid for analysis. Structural equation modeling offered
by AMOS software has been used to test the hypotheses. The results of the study
revealed that entrepreneurial knowledge positively influences students’ attitudes in
choosing entrepreneurship. In addition, it was clear from the study that entrepreneurial
knowledge does not affect students’ social norms, while it has had a clear positive
effect on students’ perception and ability to control their entrepreneurial behavior.
The results of the study also showed a positive effect of intention antecedents on
students’ attitudes and the possibility of converting their intentions into behavior.
Interestingly, this study revealed a mediation effect of the intention antecedents, as it
supported an indirect effect of the entrepreneurial knowledge students obtain during
their education useful to start their businesses.

The study will support academic discourse on the effect of entrepreneurial
knowledge and its effect in promoting entrepreneurship, and then develop
entrepreneurship programs to develop the skills of young people in general and
refugees in particular, as setting up a business may represent a sustainable solution
that enhances the ability of refugees and the host country at the same time.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial Knowledge, Entrepreneurial Intent, Theory of
Planned Behavior, Antecedents of Behavior, Syrian Refugees, Turkey
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