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environmental issues with
coordination and distribution of
roles among the various responsible
parties (the State, CS, and the private
sector).

Recognizing the freedom of
associative work and opening

0

the way for the participation of
CS in activating development
and voluntary civil work. Their
contribution to the protection of
the environment will only come by
introducing environmental priorities
into programs and plans.



them, especially the disciplines related
to the field of EP and SD, in light of the
facilities approved by the Constitution in
the field of procedures and conditions for
the establishment of associations, which
opens an encouraging environment
for the development of the activity of
associations.

The methods of EP dealing with
environmental challenges in Algeria
have been dominated by the legislative
aspect based on the enactment of the
largest number of laws without a further
application on the ground, due to the lack
of interest of both officials and citizens
and the predominance obstacles of a
political and economic nature.

State agencies perform environmental
roles of an administrative nature. Whereas
the role of CS in the field of EP in Algeria
is very weak, despite the presence of a
large number of national societies active
in the field they lack a clear strategy to
frame CS to protect the environment.

Finally, it should be noted that the
openness and flexibility of the legal
framework governing the establishment
and conduct of CSO’s in Algeria does not
allow for the development of a diverse,
effective, and independent ACS that would
enjoy the same weight as the Government
and be a source of ideas and initiatives
aimed at bringing about constructive
change.

In conclusion, governments should
pay more attention to the importance
and vitality of the contribution of CS, as
an active party, in ensuring the effective
and real protection of the environmental
environment, considering it as a real

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
The Case of the Algerian Civil Society

guarantee and an effective framework in
monitoring, follow-up and field support
for the various efforts and policies
adopted in the environmental field.

Recommendations

In light of the above, the researcher

recommends the following:

 The need to seek the assistance
of CSO’s that have growing and
developed experience in the field
of EP.

» The need to establish mechanisms
for communication and coordination
between international and local
organizations representing CS as
well as governments to achieve
maximum cooperation, access to
data and information and exchange
of experiences.

* Providing CSO's with the necessary
environmental information and data
as well as the necessary material
means of equipment and equipment
to confront environmental problems.

» Ensuring the independence of CS
as an effective role exercise, as the
success of various environmental
policies and measures in
contemporary societies remains
highly linked to the need for an
effective CS sector.

 Utilizethe mediaand communication
in the field of environmental
information transmission and achieve
greater levels of media coverage for
different segments of society.

 Empowering CS (autonomy and
financial resources) so that it can
play a pivotal role in addressing
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- Adopting a purposeful civic vision
framed by a precise plan of premises
and objectives, guided by clear
development goals, and governed
by a deep knowledge of human
reality and its various problems.

- Working with the civil philosophy
based on the support of the state
and its political will to encourage
organized collective work and
promote its initiatives, activities,
and projects through the conclusion
of agreements and partnerships, all
of which are aimed at serving SD
(Bouchenkir Wargami, 2019).

Conclusion

The CS sector, consisting of non-
governmental organizations, religious
groups, trade unions, indigenous groups,
community-based organizations,
philanthropic foundations, and other
organizations, has emerged as a major
force in the international development
process and has seen significant expansion
in terms of its scope, size, and capacity.

CS has a major role in achieving
development in general and SD in
particular, as a result of the global
transformations and developments
witnessed by global economies. The
passage from economic development to
SD seeks to achieve a balance between
the environmental aspect on the one hand
and the economic and social aspect on the
other hand. This is why it is important
that CS as well as its organizations
solve problems and crises as well as to
spread environmental awareness among
members of society.

In an attempt to find out the
effectiveness of the role played by CS in
Algeriainorderto protectthe environment
and achieve SD, the research concluded
that despite all the efforts made by CSQO’s
as well as the state in its various organs
and at various levels, the environment
still suffers from many forms and levels
of threats in multiple degrees of severity,
due to a set of things concluded by the
researcher as follows:

The first thing that draws attention
to the structure of CS in Algeria is its
magnitude, which reflects the level
of real performance of CSO’s on the
ground. What distinguished CSQO’s in
Algeria - of all types and areas in which
they operate, including the field of
EP - is the weak area of independence
and dependence on the state to a large
extent in terms of funding, logistics,
and technical and technical assistance.
These associations also suffer from
a lack of a democratic culture within
CSO’s because of the scarce rotation of
leadership positions and monopolization
in the hands of specific people. This led
to the weakening of the membership
base in CSO’s because of their inability
to attract new individuals and convince
them of their goals and programs, so
they turned away from them to express
their needs and demands abroad.

The associative arena in Algeria
includes a small number of CSO’s,
although it is increasing, given the
priority of framing society in its various
disciplines and its role in economic
development, many areas need to
improve the associative experience in



environmental and other associations,
and between them and the local and
centralized administration. These are
the major factors behind the absence
of future planning and the inability to
predict and imagine the future (Baali
and Said, 2020, pp. 222-223).
Requirements of ACS Institutionsto
Protect the Environment

The requirements for the work of
CSO’s to achieve the desired SD in
Algeria are following:

* Qualifying and training the leaders
of CSO’s to enable them to apply
leadership methods and develop
mechanisms of action to implement
the plans and objectives set for those
institutions.

» Activating the role of the offices
of social affairs and labor in the
provinces and preparing them to
perform their tasks in terms of
supervision, follow-up, coordination
and continuous evaluation of the
activities and programmes of the
organizations and associations.

» Establishing an internal control
mechanism, creating control
standards commensurate with the
work of those institutions applying
methods commensurate with current
developments.

» Drawing on the expertise of other
organizations and associations.

 Establishing a specific classification
of the tasks, responsibilities and
powers of the employees and leaders
of those institutions.

» Establishing a mechanism for
communication and coordination

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
The Case of the Algerian Civil Society

between associations, organizations,
and relevant bodies, in particular the
Government.

» Providing and distributing material
support equitably in accordance
with the requirements and needs of
each organization and not according
to its proximity to the relevant
donors, provided that the authority
supervising the work of those
organizations adopts the distribution
process in accordance with the
studies and information available to
each organization.

 Move away from the principle of
guardianship by donors for material
support, set their own conditions
and policies, and allow CSO’s to act
according to their plans and needs.

* Removing obstacles and
overcoming the difficulties that
prevent women’s participation in
CSQO’s in partnership with men on
the premise that, being integral part
of our society, we cannot prevent
them from working in the context
of women’s organizations only.
This is because we cannot move
forward towards comprehensive
development without the actual
participation of all of us (Qarziz and
Yahyaoui, 2017, pp. 12-13).

In order to reformulate a CS related to
SD, we can summarize the most important
contests as follows:

- Crystallizing a new philosophy of
civil action based on our vision of
human rehabilitation, modernization
of society and exploitation of nature
on new concepts and perceptions.
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Effectiveness of EP Associations
in Algeria

The EP Law on the preventive nature
laid the foundations for the agreement
framework for the implementation of
environmental measures and proceeded to
complete the construction of partnership
rules with EP associations, being this
one of the most important partners of
environmental management to activate
environmental policy.

To complement the radical shift in
accepting the role of associations as a
partner of the administration in achieving
the objectives of the National Strategy
for EP, Law No. 10/03 on EP allocates
associations with aspecial chapter, where
environmental associations have the
freedom to choose the appropriate legal
activitiesavailableto them to achieve their
goal. They may chooseto raise awareness
and volunteer work in the field or focus
on their communication with local elected
officials and play the role of alarm and
monitor to detect violations affecting
the environment. They can also resort to
judicial appeal methodsor use all of these
mechanismsrationally in order to achieve
their objectives.

The researcher tries to evaluate
environmental associations in Algeria
through the following points:

First: The membership of EP
associations in Algeria supervising
the protection of the environment is
still very weak, as the membership of
environmental associations is limited to
the Lega and Economic Committee of the
Supreme Council for SD, and therefore
the effectiveness of their participation in

achieving the objectives of the National
Strategy for EP remains limited.

Second: Despite the expansion of
the acceptance of the establishment of
environmental associations to defend
collective interests, and interests of
individuals, the environmental associative
conflict has not flourished, and the cases
published and circulated by researchers
can be counted on the fingers of one hand
due to the novelty of legislation that for
thefirst time clearly addressed the right of
EP associations to litigation through Law
No. 03/10.

Last: In view of the limited resources
resulting from members subscriptions,
revenues related to the activities of
associations, donations, and bequests,
the activity of associations in general and
environmental associations in particular
depends on the support of public authorities
to achieve their objectives. Even the
support that associations receive from
state funds for the promotion of youth
initiatives and sports practices, fed by state
and municipal contributions with the 7%
of the output of local direct taxesin states
and municipalities, is difficult to obtain
because its provisions do not refer to the
financing of the activity of environmental
associations.

The funding of acceptable projects
of EP associations is also compromised
by the complex nature of the activity of
environmental associations, which falls
within different ministerial sectors, and
by the increasing state bureaucracy. All
this reflects negatively on the activities
of the associations, it is the cause
of the lack of coordination between



Algerian Leading Organizationsin
the Field of EP
National Organization of Sustainable
Tourism (ONTD)/ Algeria Province
Information:

Territory of the organization: At a
national level.

Field of activity: Culture & Heritage
- Entrepreneurship/Economy
Environment - SD — Tourism.
Target of the organization: Children
- Entrepreneurs - Women — Youth.

Objectives:

1

2.

8.

0.

Safeguard historic sites and areas of
tourist expansion.

Promote ecologically responsible
behavior through discovery,
education, information, and action.
Improve the sustainability of the
natural and cultural environment.
Improve local awareness and
knowledge of sustainability issues
in tourism through communication
and training.

Reducing poverty and social
inclusion: Strengthening tourism
initiatives for the poor.

Help young people and children
gan EP and tourism awareness,
education, and training.

Promote any measure or action that
supports young people and children
to protect the environment.
Preserve the quality of life of the
inhabitants.

Educate visitorsabout theimportance
of the environment.

10.Promote voluntary action.
11.Develop partnerships with NGOs

that share the same objectives.

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
The Case of the Algerian Civil Society

Association for the Protection of the
Environment (APE)/Tizi Ouzou Province
Information:

Territory of the organization: At a
wilayalevel

Field of activity: Environment - SD
Target of the organization: Children
- Women - Youth

Objectives:

S scwWNPE

Environmental awareness.

Protection of trees and forests.

Planting and maintenance of plants.

Training and conferences.

Forums and meetings.

Environmental education.
Association of

Green Earth/Naama Province

I nformation:;

Territory of the organization: At a
municipal level.

Field of activity: Culture & Heritage
- Education - Entrepreneurship/
Economy - Environment - SD -
Tourism —Youth.

Target of the organization: Children
- Entrepreneurs - People with
disabilities - Women — Youth.

Objectives

1.

2.

Preservation of local heritage and
natural resources.

Contribute to theimprovement of the
environmental and social situation.

. Contribution, cooperation, and social

solidarity for local development.

. Contribute to preserving the

environment and biodiversity.

. Protecting natural resources in the

context of SD.

. Promoting the substance of life and

human rights.
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the case in other countries, that the issue
of EP should emerge from the old idea that
the state is the only actor and responsible
for protecting the environment and
granting CSthe right to intervene directly,
either through preventive and control
mechanisms or through therapeutic and
deterrent mechanisms, thus, achieving SD.
Role of ACSin Disseminating
Environmental Awareness

Law No. 03/10 (dated July 19, 2003 on
the protection of the environment within
the framework of SD) did not bring Algeria
into line with international environmental
legidation, sinceit is part to alarge number
of internationa conventions and protocols
related to the environment, such as the
African Convention for the Conservation of
NatureandNatural Resourcesof 15/09/1968,
aswell asthe United Nations Conventionon
Climate Change on 09/05/1992; rather, this
law contributed to providing awide margin
of freedom of action for CSO's in the field
of EP. Associations and organizations are
key partnersin the country’s environmental
policymaking.

Inthis regard, environmental associations
and CSO’s are called upon to play vital roles
in spreading environmental awareness and
preserving and promoting the environment
inAlgeria. Among the roles should be played
by these associations and organizations are
the following:

* Preventive role: through studies
and forecasts of risks that would
harm the environment, in addition
to the importance of environmental
education and awareness as a
preventive solution, the preventive role
means that dealing with the factors and

causes leading to the environmental
problem is much better than dealing
with its risks and repercussions.
Awareness role: by working on the
manufacture and dissemination of
environmental awareness and culture
making it a prerequisite for the
production of environmentally friendly
behavioral patterns. Therefore, the role
of raising awareness on the importance
of preserving the environment must
reach all members of society. The
methodology of environmental
education must focus on nurturing
behavior based on the prevention of
expected environmental damage and
on the basis of precaution rather than
on intervention and rehabilitation after
environmental degradation occurs.
Participatory role: contributing
directly or indirectly to environmental
policy-making and environmental
decision-making, especially since
Law No. 10/03 considers CSQO’s
legally accredited environmental
associations, as a key partner of the
government in the field of EP.

The supervisory and judicial role:
Through the role of CS as a monitor
andalerttothe detection ofabusesand
violations that affect environmental
security in Algeria, the new Law No.
03/10 recognized the right of these
associations to resort to the judiciary,
whether natural or administrative,
as they enjoy the capacity and legal
personality after their establishment,
in order to activate their role as a key
partner of the state in the field of EP
(Hamiaz, 2021, pp. 179-180).



whose representatives attend international
and regional gatherings to present formally
accepted views on government policies and
to attack local NGO representatives and
local specidists and their qualifications.
Morocco stands out among the Arab
countries for the progress it has made in
anumber of areas related to human rights,

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
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for example, freedom of association. The
law inforceisadecreedating back to 1958,
which ssimply requires the association to
declare itself “to the local authorities’
under an amendment introduced in 2002
(Hawass, 2015, pp. 44-45). Table 3 shows
the number of associations in Algeria
compared to Arab countries.

Table 3: Number of associationsin Algeria compared to someArab countries.

Country Year 2007 Years 2009-2010
Algeria 78,947 81,000
Egypt 17,000 30,000
Libya 0 0
Morocco 80,000 80,000
Tunisia 8,000 9,517

Source: (Hawass, 2015, p. 155)

Thereareal sodifficultiesinapproaching
therole of CSintheArab world in general
and Algeriain particular:

Thefirst difficulty isrelated to the Sate
of thefield, asresearch islimited compared
to the size and role of CS, while the
provision of a comprehensive anayss of
studies conducted on CS faces a number of
obstacles, the most important of which are:

1. Lack of sufficient material for
documented analytical research of
the issues raised.

2. CSrepresentativesfail to definetheir
role in society and link it to socid
transformation processesand how this
roleinteractswith thistransformation.

3. The research literature on this field,
which has emerged in the West over
the past decades, is accessible to a
narrow circle of interested people

and does not fall within the pressing
interest.

The second difficulty relates to the
concepts used in this field (including
CS or NGOs), as they have not yet been
sufficiently researched among NGOs
themselves or in academic centers to
propose an acceptable and appropriate
definition of their role.

The third difficulty is related to the
heterogeneity of this field, whether in the
nature of a CS or in the specific features
of the political and socia frameworks
in which it operates, which makes any
hasty attempt to draw general conclusions
lead to the production of a distorted
understanding of reality, unhelpful to the
researcher (Bushengir Wargami, 2019).
The ACS Contribution to EP

The Algerian legidlator believed, as in
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these associations does not proceed
in accordance with the institutional
framework based on the application
of interna rules and regulations, the
openingof financia andadministrative
records and the archiving system.
The lack of cooperation between
these institutions and governmental
institutions and their supporters
in addition to the lack or absence
of rehabilitation and training
programs directed to the leadership
and members of the administrative
bodies working in these institutions
or associations, led to a poor level of
performance. The selection of some
unqualified administrative figures to
lead these ingtitutions weakens their
performance, asthey are not aware of
theneed to hold regular administrative
meetings, prepare reports, projects,
and budgets to provide accurate data
to donors. They a so do not understand
the importance of communicating
and coordinating with the concerned
institutions. Finally, the lack of
clear lines of authority for decision-
makers and of clarity of the tasks and
responsibilities of the management
leads to the implementation of
unnecessary or duplicative actions
and tasks compromising the set goals,
if any.

* Women'’s participation: The weak
contribution of women in volunteer
work is evident due to the impact
of the system of social values that
limit thelr active participation. This
despite due to the unstable economic
situation more women have entered

the labour market which sees their
presence in particular in fields of
education and health. However,
volunteer work, especially in CSO’s,
IS still unresponsive to most women
in Algeria (Guerziz and Yahyaoui,
2017, pp. 11-12).

Experience of ACS considering

theArab Status Quo

Suppose we want to evaluate the
experience of ACS in light of what is
happening in the Arab countries. In that
case, we will find that it is a pioneering
experience in the Arab world despite
its limitations, as a large number of
associations and federations active in
various fields of life are not matched by
the number in any other Arab country.
The statistics recorded in this regard
reflect this.

The degree of “freedom” they enjoy in
their activitiesisnot seenin any other Arab
country (apart from Morocco, which is
making clear progressinthisfield), despite
the fact that Algerialived through difficult
conditions during the nineties of the last
century and the resulting declaration of a
state of emergency. The Libyan Law on
Associations(Law No. 19) isuniquein that
it stipulates that the absence of a positive
response within aspecified period fromthe
GPC indicates an officia rejection rather
than an official acceptance, and the GPC
has full authority to reject an application
for registration of any association without
reasons, a decision without appeal.

Other countries, such as Tunisia
and Egypt, are pioneers in establishing
government-affiliated NGOs, which have
significantresourcesfromtheauthorities,and



there are more than 33,000 associations at
the state level, and at the municipal level
more than 59,000 associations, but most of
these associations are ineffective (https.//
www.akhbarelyoum.dz/ar/. 2023).

Accordingtothestatisticsof theMinistry
of Interior and L ocal Authoritiesfor theyear
2020, the total number of associations of
all kinds reached about 108,940 (Marzouk
and Samri, 2022, p. 620). In 2022, the
National Observatory of Civil Society
embarked on a comprehensive census of
all associations active at the national level,
especidly associations specialized in
economic fields. The results of the census
process will be ready during the current
year, and this process will alow, through
an information system, to determine the
type and scope of associations (municipal,
state, national), their nature and activity,
in order to establish a database and alook
at the components of the associative arena
in Algeria. According to approximate
figures, the associative arena in Algeria
includes about 120 thousand associations
and organizations, including 1800
associations. and a national organization
(https.//www.aps.dz/ar/societe/, 2023).

There are also some shortcomingsin the
mechanism of work of CSO’s in Algeria,
including the following:

* Formation and naming: If we look
a most CSO'’s, we will find the word
“association”, and if we look closdly,
we will find that most of them bear
the name of “charity”. This shows
that most of these associations
started as charities, which are usually
supported either by the private sector
or by groups of people seeking to

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
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provide aid and assistance to acertain
segment of the population within
their areas. Thismeansthat origindly,
these associations were confined to
specific areas and that their formation
was somewhat random, and of
limited scope.

Services. The activities of these
associations and institutions were
characterized by the traditional
provision of charitable work. The
provision of these works was and
most of the beneficiariesand targets of
these services were unproductive and
unemployed people. Consequently,
theactivitiesof theseassociationswere
not linked to socid and developmental
work inits comprehensive sense.
Sources of financial support: The
establishment and patronage of
these associations or institutions is
linked to the provision of material
support, whether from governmental
or civil institutions and bodies
or philanthropists, and if this
support stops, the activity of these
associations stopsaswell. Therefore,
the lack of support provided by the
relevant government institutions or
supporting agencies also negatively
affects the continuation of these
associations.

Structure and capacities: The
structure of most CSO’s is not
linked to the objectives on which
these institutions were originally
established, therefore some of them
lack clear and long-term plans and
goals for the continuation of their
activities. The nature of the work of
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associations in various political, cultural,
and socia fields, in practice, despite their
number, their effectiveness and ability to
influence remained limited. This is due to
the fact that most CSO’s in Algeria suffer
from alack of continuity intheir activities,
which remain of aseasonal nature, because
most of them live in a state of hibernation
and only appears on electoral dates or on
religious and socia events (Ramadan,
holidays, school entry...). This seasona
activity makes them lose credibility with
the general public.

In addition, CSO’s in Algeria have
become unable to sustain themselves
financially and depend heavily on state
support. This makes them hostage to the
funding bodies that control their projects,
activities and orientations, which limits
their independence and effectiveness.

It should also be noted that the
number of registered associations does
not reflect actual practice on the ground,
and the reasons are due to the difficulties
and weaknesses suffered by Algerian
associations. These weaknesses are
summarized in one of the comparative
Maghreb studies as follows:

1. Relations between official bodies
and associations are not transparent
enough.

2. Official institutionsdo not effectively
recognize associations as a hub and
partner.

3. The required trust between
associations and official institutions
Isincomplete.

4. Working relations and partnerships
between official ingtitutions and
associations are not regul ated.

5. Access by associations to officia
financia aidisnot transparent enough.

6. The lack of clear procedures for
obtaining permanent premises or
project premises for associations.

7. Restricting the freedom of
associations to obtain grants and aid
from abroad, as 33% of Algerian
associations active in the field of
environment complain about the lack
of sources of funding, while 50%
do not have permanent workplaces,
rising to 74% who do not have the
meansto work with automated media
(Hamiaz, 2021, p. 176).

According to the same study, these
weaknesses are not matched by many
strengths, and the study only recalls that
among the strengths of CSin Algeriaare:

1. The prominent role that youth and
women occupy within associations.

2. The continuity of the values of
volunteer work among the members
of associations and their affiliates.

3. Thespecial roleoccupiedby qualified
groupsand scientific elitesinleading
CS associations, especially those
interested in thefield of environment
and development (Hawass, 2015,
p. 48).

In the first half of 2020, the Directorate
of Follow-up and Promotion of the
Associative Movement at the Ministry of
Interior and Local Authorities revealed
that the Ministry of the Interior and Local
Authoritieshad embarked onthe processof
screening and sel ecting associations across
the country, and stated that there are 1,600
interstate national associations, but most
of them have no impact on the field, and



in educating people through weekly
sermons and seminars to highlight
the disadvantages of environmental
pollution on nature.

* Therole of local people's councils:
They play developmental role in
preserving and monitor the negative
effects on the environment by
imposing penalties on violators, and
repairing what some have corrupted
(Marei, 2017).

EPfor Sustainable
Development in Algeria

True SD depends on the efforts of
CSO's to solve the social problems, and
from here emerges the importance of the
presence of ACSingtitutions as akey actor
inthefield of EPand SD.
Reality of ACS

Aware of the important role of
CSO's, the Algerian state encouraged
the establishment of these institutions in
various ways and contributed with the
provision of assistance, including customs
and tax exemptions, help to overcome
difficulties, provision of facilities, easing
routine procedures to transform them in
active partners.

The Experienceof ACS

Evauating the experience of ACS in
the context of the country’s objective
potential and historical ambitions clarifies
their role. Algeria has a steady increase in
the number of associations active in the
professional field, such as trade unions
and professional federations. Many of
them are charities working in different
fields including the protection of the
environment or they focus on the promotion

Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
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of social rights such aswomen and youth’s
rights. This was the result of democratic
openness, which constituted a break from
the previous legidation regarding public
freedoms. In particular, Algeria made
progress by establishing more flexible
laws that guarantee freedom of assembly
and expression. Law 90/31 of 1990 had a
positive impact on associationsin Algeria,
in particular on organizations concentrated
on new areas such natural environment, SD,
identity issues, and human rights.

However, this did not last long, as the
declaration of a state of emergency in
Algeria restricted assembly, organization,
and demonstrations. As a result, CSO’s
that protect and defend human rights
suffered abuses and their number declined
during the last few years of the 1990's.

The dynamic movement of CSreturned
after the lifting of the state of emergency,
and the issuance of Law 12/6 in 2012
on associations. After this, recorded
figures indicated that the number of
associations established in 2012 active in
the social, humanitarian, cultural, scientific,
women's and sports fields, including
1938 local associations active in the field
of environment, and that the number of
associationsregistered at the national level
until December 31, amounted to 5,134.
In 2012 their number reached 96,144,
including 61 national societies active in
thefield of environment and life framework
(Hawass, 2015, pp. 46-47).

Even though the 1989 Constitution,
whichaccompaniedthestageof democratic
opennessand political pluraisminAlgeria,
recognized freedom of expresson and
the right to establish political parties and
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on the way public opinion perceived
the seriousness of the threats to the
environment and its importance for future
generations.

One of the most prominent socid
movements at that time was the one led
by many of these organizations against
government policies regarding the
possession and use of nuclear energy. In
1971, the founders of Greenpeace USA
organized rallies against the nuclear tests
conducted in the state of Alaska. These
protests and the accompanying media
coverage contributed to raising awareness
of the seriousness of these tests and their
effects on the environment. These protests
were also repeated in other countries in
Europe, such as France, that adopt nuclear
usein their energy policy.

The activity of civil organizations
concentrated largely on raising awareness
in environmental issues. They developed
into organizations able to influence the
implementation of various new policies
and measures aimed at the protection of
the environment. Raising awareness was
one the main pillars in the programs and
strategies of various CSO’s concerned
with the environment, whether internally
or externaly, (Tammam and Manasriya,
2017, pp. 66-67).

Role of CSO’sin Sustainable
Development

There is an agreement among all those
interested in development issues on the
fact that SD cannot be achieved without the
interindependence of governmental and
civil efforts. Each party should contribute
to solving social problems, and from hereit
emerges the importance of CSO’sasakey

actor in social and economic development
aiming at SD.

Therole of CSO’'sin achieving SD can

be summarized as follows:

e The role of the family: should
produceindividualswho are aware of
the environment and itsimportanceto
society by guiding themto rational use
of resourcesto reduceitsexploitation.

» Theroleof educational institutions:
their roleiscomplementary to therole
of thefamily inimproving the behavior
of children through environmental
departmentsin schoolsthat contribute
to raising environmental awareness.

» Theroleof tradeunions: by informing
workers about the harms of the misuse
of certain polluting technologies that
can cause diseases demanding access
to clean technologies and a good
working environment.

 The role of scientists. by holding
seminars, whether in public or private
internationa forums or viamedia, in
which scientists should explain how
to preserve the environment.

* Theroleof social and sportsclubs:
by exploiting the presence of the
elite of society to raise sustainable
awareness of pollution risk, or by
holding seminars on the issue.

 The role of media: Conducting
continuous environmental
assessment of development projects.
The dissemination of environmental
awareness, education, training,
and education requires a close link
between SD and information.

» The role of religious institutions:
Religiousingtitutionsplay amgor role



the urgent needs of societiesin rela
tive independence from state power
and the influence of private corporate
capitalism.”

e Qandil (2008, p. 64) pointed out
to CS as “A group of autonomous
organizations that fill the public
sphere between the family and the
state, and are non-profit, seeking to
achieve common interests or benefits
for society as a whole or some of its
marginalized groups, or to achievethe
interests of its members, committed
to the values and standards of respect,
compromise, and high management
of differences, tolerance and accep-
tance of the other.”

* Ebadi (2011, p. 10) defined CSas* Polit-
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ical, economic, social, and cultural
ingtitutionsthat operateinvariousfieds
independently of the State to achieve
multiple purposes, including political
purposes such as participation in deci-
sion-making, trade unions (defending
theinterests of their members), cultura
purposes, and to contribute to socia
work to achieve development.”
Itisevident that CSrefersto those socid,
economic, and political organizations that
individuals voluntarily join and for which
they work independently of the state with
the am of protecting the interests of
marginalized groups, raising awareness
of their problems, and contributing to
the provison of solutions to achieve
devel opment.

Componentsof CS
The components of CS are illustrated in the following figure :

Figure 2: ACS components

l Components of CS l

Trade professional
unions

CS. Environment and
Sustainable Development
Theissueof preservingtheenvironmentis
very important. To this purpose CSO’shave
been nominated as an effectivelocomotive
for variouschangesof environmental nature.
Thelr roleisto educate the next generations
to its preservation and sustainability to
achieve SD.

Political Parties and
Organizations

Source: The researcher based on : (Barakat, 2014, p. 51)

Civil societies

CS'sinterest in Protecting
the Environment

The important role of CSO’s in raising
environmental issues in contemporary
societies can be traced back to the
seventies of the twentieth century with the
birth of the first consistent environmental
movements. These movementsled by civil
organizations had a significant impact
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Environment

The term “environment” has been
overused in recent years. However, the
exact meaning of it remained mysterious.
The following are the most important
definitions of the term “environment”:

* The term “environment” means the
vital elementsthat surround humans,
including water, land, air, fauna, and
flora. (Hassan, 2007, p. 05).

» Ecologically, the term “environ-
ment” refers to “all the conditions
that influence and affect the devel-
opment and sustainability of life of
all organisms present on the earth.”
(Daas, 2011, p. 06).

e According to the United Nations,
the term “environment” refers to
“the complex of all living (plants,
animals, microorganisms) and
non-living (soil, climate) compo-
nents interacting as afunctional unit
in acertain area. Each contributes to
maintaining the overall ecosystem’s
health and productivity.” (Al-Az-
zawi and Al-Nagar, 2007, p. 94).

e As for the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization (1SO), the
term “environment” refers to “an
organization’s natural and human
surroundings. An organization’s
environment extends from within
the organization itself to the global
system, and includes air, water, land,
flora, and fauna (including people),
and natural resources of all kinds.”

e The Modern definition of the term
“environment” reads that “it is the
gpatia field surrounding us, including
natural and human phenomena that

we are affected by and affect in.”
(Serafi, 2009, p. 10).
» The United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment in Stock-
holm defined the environment as’
the totality of conditions and influ-
ences, both natural and artificial,
which surround and affect all organ-
isms, including people.” (Merzig
and Ben Nafla, 2011, p. 04).
 |ldiomaticaly, theterm *environment”
refersto “the spacein which manlives
and interact with other beings, and
from which gainsthelife necessities.”
(Zabat and Margait, 2015, p. 04).
Accordingly, the environment is the
biotic and abiotic medium that directly
or indirectly affects the environment in
which human beings live, from which
obtainlivelihood, and wherethey practice
their cultural activities and coexist with
therest of the living organisms of plants,
animals, and non-living organisms.
The Concept of CS

The concept of CS was introduced
internationally under the title: “United
Nations Volunteers Program” in 1967.
Many definitions were published on the
concept of CS.

» The Arab Democratic Center for
Strategic, Political, and Economic
Studies (2017) defined CS as “Indi-
viduals and non-governmental orga
nizations as actors in most educa-
tional, economic, family, health,
cultura, charitable, and other fields.”

» The NGOs Center of Excellence
(2017) defined CS as “The set of
political, economic, social, and
cultural institutions that work to meet



Environmental Protection for Sustainable Development
The Case of the Algerian Civil Society

Figure 1: The key components of SD

Available natural and environmental resources stock.

Use some of the available natural and environmental resources.

Use less than the Use more than the
available stock. available stock.

Enough stock for . Sustainable Unsustainable _ Not enough stock for
future generations. development devel opment future generations

Source: (Hassan, 2007, p. 13).

Sustainable Development Goals
There are many comprehensive goals behind achieving SD, some of which are
listed in table 1.

Table 1: Comprehensive SD Goals

Economic Goals Social Goals Ecological Goals Technological Goals

* Growth * Empowerment » Ecological Units * Reduce the use of

e Equality  Participation e Carry capacity environmentally harmful

» Efficiency » Social mobility of an ecosystem technologies
» Social cohesion  Biodiversity » Dissemination and
 Cultural identity » Labour issues development of clean and
* Institutional Development environmental technologies

Source : Prepared by the author based on : (Rashi, 2011, p. 20)

Dimensions of SD
SD is based on three fundamental dimensions mainly social, economic, and
environmental listed in table 2.

Table 2: The Fundamental Dimensions of SD

Ecological Dimensions Social Dimensions Economic Dimensions
Ecosystems Distributive justice Sustainable economic growth
Energy Social mobility Capital efficiency
Biodiversity Public participation Meeting basic needs
Biological productivity Cultural diversity Economic justice
Adaptive capacity Corporate Sustainability

Source: (Ibn Abbas, 2015, p. 103)
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M ethodology

This study required the use of more
than one scientific approach. If the
general framework of the study has been
dominated by the descriptive analytical
nature as an appropriate approach to
exposure to the description and analysis
of its various aspects, the historical
method was also essential to monitor
and track the historical development
of the concept of CS. Its applications
and current contents require the use
of an historical approach to analyze
the various factors and conditions
that accompanied its development.
The nature of the research in terms
of its temporal, spatial and objective
scope necessitated the adoption of the
comparative critical approach as abasic
method, considering that comparison
Is the essence of the scientific
methodol ogy.

Comparing the experiences of ACS
with the experiences of other nations
deepens the researcher’s vision of
ACS’s institutions. This approach
allows the researcher to examine
the policies of other societies and
see a broader range of alternatives
shedding light on the advantages and
disadvantages for society. The case
study approach resulted also very useful
because it focused on Algeria where the
ACS played different roles contributing
to its political development, democratic
transition. For this reason, it was the
use of this approach helps in studying
the state of EP in Algeria within the
different mechanisms and roles played
by CS.

Study Related Concepts
Sustainable Development

The link between the terms
development and sustainability led to the
official emergence of SD. The following
are the most important definitions of SD:

* In1987, the United NationsBrundt-
land Commission defined sustain-
ability as “meeting the needs of
the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.” (Ghoneim
and Abu Zant, 2007, p. 25).

* The World Bank defined it as “the
one that recognizes that growth
must be both inclusive and environ-
mentally sound to reduce poverty
and build shared prosperity for
today’s population and to continue
to meet the needs of future genera-
tions. It is efficient with resources
and carefully planned to deliver
both immediate and long-term
benefits.” (Emadi, 2008, p. 05).

* Merriam-Webster defined it as
“capable of being sustained of,
relating to, or being a method of
harvesting or using a resource so
that the resource is not depleted
or permanently damaged.” (Beat
BlUrgenmeier, 2004, P 38).

Therefore, SD is the employment of

economic development at the service
of current and future generations. Its
role is to guarantee social stability
while preserving and developing their
traditions, in addition to protecting the
environment by maintaining its balance
and rationalizing the use of its resources.
Figure 1 shows key components of SD.
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I ntroduction

In the last few decades EP had to face many challenges and became one of the
main concern of societies for the generations to come due to its unprecedented
deterioration across several regions of the world. In recent years, most
environmental studies, and forecasts (Global Environment Outlook 6, for example)
confirm the seriousness of the status quo of the environment and the actual threat
it entails. Without EP policies, due to the mainly to man-made interventions, the
sustainability of systems and vital resources are no longer available. However, at the
end of the twentieth century, demands emerged calling for the need to pay attention
to environmental issues and give them their vital dimension within the various
aspects of human life. CSO’s launched activities in many fields with the purpose to
increase human awareness of the seriousness of this environmental situation and
its destructive effects. CSO’s activity in this field gave them the strength and the
influence to become a key factor in raising environmental issues, especially during
developments and transformations in the concept of civil society (CS) in general,
both in terms of its contents and roles, and in terms of its field effects.

The policies of international governments that call for the importance of
defending the environment have prompted developed countries to pay attention to
the environment, which they have classified as one of the most important sources of
wealth and SD. On the contrary, Arab countries in general, and the Algerian state
are still floundering in the problem of disseminating the culture of EP and are still
struggling to recognise CSQO’s as institutions with the responsibility to protect the
environment because of their superior ability to influence trends and behavior. This
recognition would help Algeria to meet the needs of present and future generations
within the framework of achieving SD.

Therefore, the problem of the research revolves around the following main
guestion: Has Algerian ACSs been able to be an active partner in the field of EP to
achieve SD?
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Abstract

This research aimsto shed light on the
necessity for the Algerian Civil Society’s
(ACS's) contribution to environmental
protection (EP) for achieving sustainable
development (SD). Institutions and civil
society organizations (CSO’s) play a
pivotal role in the development process
in general and SD. This is because they
are close to people and deal and interact
directly with them through their activities
in collaboration with institutions, actors,
and officials responsible for protecting
the environment. The importance of these
ingtitutions resides in establishing SD,
which cannot be achieved in an unhealthy
environment. The results of the research
indicate that despite al the efforts made
by Algeriathrough al itsbodiesat various
levels, the environment still suffers from
several challenges, with varying degrees
of seriousness. Therefore, there is an
urgent need for an effective ACS for the
formation of institutions to protect the
environment. This will only be achieved
by supporting al CSO's in Algeria
allowing them to effectively participate
in protecting the environment with the
purpose of achieving SD.

Keywords: Civil Society, Environment
Protection, Algeria, Sustainable
Development.
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Encouraging children to do volun-
tary work.

Emphasizing the importance of
disseminating the values of cooper-
ation, mutual respect, and humane
Interaction among young people.
Provide an opportunity for voluntary
organizations to work with govern-
ment agencies and non-profit organi-
zationsin order to develop voluntary
work performance.

Establishing more structures that
enhance the organizational move-
ment for voluntary work and estab-
lishing more volunteer platforms
with the aim of organizing humani-
tarian community work.
Encouraging young people to
contribute to voluntary work.

Using modern technology in coor-
dinating voluntary work between
various organizations and concerned
authorities.

)

Organizing training courses for
volunteers to provide them with the
skills and expertise necessary to
perform their work to the fullest.
Establishing departments in institu-
tions that define the ethics of volun-
tary work.

Supporting the efforts of researchers
to conduct more studies and scien-
tific research on voluntary social
work.

Urging donators and charities to
provide support for voluntary work
to ensure its continuity and sustain-
ability to move forward in providing
distinguished humanitarian work.
Holding international conferencesin
order to present successful experi-
encesin the field of volunteering.
Support women’'s participation in
voluntary work.

Enacting new strategies to support
and develop voluntary work.



that ensures prosperity, stability, integra-
tion and benefiting from all the energies of
society reflected in the growth and prog-
ress of society and its ability to respond to
crises and disasters that may be exposed
toit.

Conclusion

Voluntary work remains a humanitarian
criterion for the advancement of society
and the awareness of its members, who
are keen to take care of public and private
interests, and feel the suffering, needs,
and problems of others. Voluntary work
acquires specia importance in the Islamic
community, as it is one of the best works
performed by a Muslim out of doing good
and the desire to obtain reward. Voluntary
work needs continuous development in
order to achieve positive results. Voluntary
work can be developed through imple-
menting the following recommendations:

* Enacting regulations and setting
mechanisms and procedures that
ensure the support, legalization,
and development of voluntary
work, enabling optimal utilization
of volunteers, defining their duties
and rights, and providing them with
the skills and expertise required to
perform their work to the fullest and
with high efficiency.

» Enhancing the control of the added
value of voluntary work and the
extent of its contribution to national
development, by establishing a clear
framework and appropriate mecha-
nisms to motivate and organize it.

* Develop mechanisms for the legal
and regulatory frameworks of this

\oluntary Work in the Humanitarian Field
Concepts and Developmental Mechanisms

work based on religious and cultural
heritage, in addition to benefiting
from the experiences of some coun-
triesin thisfield.

Emphasizing that voluntary work
has become a criterion for the urban-
ization of societies and that it is
the third sector after the public and
private sectors.

Emphasizing that it is a key compo-
nent of development.

Devel oping the entrepreneuria spirit
of voluntary work and promoting
global recognition of its importance
for the sake of humanitarian work.
Appreciating volunteers for their
efforts in humanitarian work, moti-
vating them to continue their work,
and attracting more volunteers to
join voluntary work.

Promote volunteer contributions to
development at local, national, and
international levels.

Developing, supporting, and
strengthening voluntary work in the
national bodies and societies of the
Red Crescent and Red Cross.
Disseminating awareness and educa-
tion of voluntary work as a devel-
opmental necessity to maximize the
skillsof young peoplein serving their
communities through volunteering.
Providing a supportive and appro-
priate environment for volunteering
inaway that contributesto attracting
more volunteers.

Introducing voluntary work into
the general education curricula at
various stages in order to encourage
students to do voluntary work.
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and defending vulnerable people. They
unite around one goal: serving humanity,
as people often join National Societies as
temporary volunteersin the aftermath of a
disaster and enjoy voluntary work to the
extent that they sometimes stay there for
decades. The IFRC trains its volunteers
in order to equip them with the skills that
enable them to perform their work to the
fullest (IFRC, 2022).

Due to the importance of voluntary
work and its active role in mitigating
humanitarian repercussions, the Globa
Alliance for Volunteering was estab-
lished as an important initiative led by
National Societies to exchange views on
current volunteering trends and the future
of voluntary work in a changing world to
continuously improve volunteer manage-
ment and development to enable the IFRC
network to adapt to emerging challenges
(IFRC, 2022).

The interest of Arab countriesin volun-
tary work has increased in recent years
as they have issued some systems and
procedures to increase the number of
volunteers and involve them in devel-
opment programs. The Saudi Cabinet’s
decision to organize the National Center
for the Development of the Non-Profit
Sector on the basis that voluntary work
and non-profit institutions contribute to
building and developing society. This
sector is complementary to the public and
private sectors, and it employsthe skills of
young people mainly in social and human-
itarian fields with the purpose of involving
them in community activities, increasing
their national and community affiliation,
contributing to building their capabilities

and competencies, and employing their
sKills in serving the society. This led to
an increase in the interest of community
groups in voluntary work (Al-Tuwaijri,
2019).

Disseminating the Culture of
Volunteering

The culture of volunteering is*asystem
of values, ethics, behavior, standards and
practices that incite goodness and push
it so that its benefit reach others, either
by bringing an interest or by warding off
corruption voluntarily and without obli-
gation or coercion.” This culture is one of
the components of the culture of society,
where the tendency to voluntary work in
order to serve the community and achieve
certain goals is the main motivation for
engaging in community organizations.
The dissemination of this culture requires
care, support, motivation and participation
of educational institutions and the estab-
lishment of ingtitutes to organize volun-
tary work plans and mechanisms, in addi-
tion to organizing festivals that stimulate
voluntary work in universities, educational
institutions, and private sector institutions.
We point out here that any initiative to
disseminate this culture leads to increased
interest in voluntary work as an integral
part of the devel opment process of society,
due to its importance in overcoming the
obstacles, problems, and challengesfacing
any society. It was obvious for countries
to pay attention to it and view it as a vital
area for socia, cultural, and economic
activities, and one of thetoolsfor theinter-
action of members of society with the state
in an atmosphere of mutual coordination



It represents a symbol of solidarity, coop-
eration, and it has been closdaly linked to
all meanings of humanitarian and char-
itable work for the benefit of all human
societies. It is a positive humanitarian
practice beneficial to all peoples because
it is a fundamental pillar for building and
consolidating human and moral values on
which to build a society.

Humanitarian voluntary work is a
necessity to help those affected by disas-
ters, and its importance has increased in
recent years with the increase in the rate
of natural disasters and of armed conflicts.
This confirms that we really need it, espe-
cidly after it has become a criterion by
which societies are evaluated. The need
for humanitarian voluntary work today
has increased more than ever, due to the
spread of material values, individualism,
selfishness, love of control and possession,
and contempt for the other. This makes
voluntary work even more important for
a sustainable and comprehensive devel op-
ment of societies.

Voluntary work is one of the most
important pillars on which the Red Cres-
cent and Red Cross bodies depend. It is of
particular importance as it contributes to
enhancing the integration of societies, to
address challenges collectively, develop
the entrepreneuria spirit of people and
enhance their sense of belonging. Volun-
tary work is aso one of the seven basic
principles of the International Red Cross
and Red Crescent Movement officially
proclaimed at its twentieth Internationa
Conference in 1965: humanity, impar-
tiality, neutrality, independence, unity,
universality, and voluntary work.

\oluntary Work in the Humanitarian Field
Concepts and Developmental Mechanisms

The idea of the United Nations VVolun-
teer Program is inspired by its convic-
tion that voluntary work can promote
development if everyone can contribute
his’her time and potential for peace and
development. The International Federa-
tion of the Red Cross pays great atten-
tion to voluntary work. Its volunteers
are the pillar of the International Move-
ment since itsinception in 1863 and they
currently play the central role in al its
activities contributing effectively to the
success of the work of National Societies
by helping millions of vulnerable people
in times of crisis.

The International Federation of the
Red Cross currently has about 100 million
members and volunteers around the world,
including more than 15 million active
volunteers from various segments of
society such asteachers, parents, students,
nurses, bankers, construction workers,
artists, and others, each of whom has
given time to commit to voluntary work.
National Societies offer them a variety of
roles taillored to their skills, and they all
work to help others without any personal
gain, not only providing relief to those
affected by disasters and crises, but also
participating in various activities, such
as. running hotlines to support isolated
communities, providing comfort and care
for displaced people, leading community
health campaigns to introduce people to
healthy lifestyles, supporting search and
rescue efforts, and reuniting families in
the country, following the disaster, the
management of youth programs. They
also contribute to the improvement of
the resilience and unity of communities
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21. Reduce operating expenses in
humanitarian organizations and
bodies.

22. Supporting the efforts of govern-
ment agencies in serving members
of communities.

I mpact of Voluntary Work
Voluntary work earns those who prac-
tice it reward in this world and in the
hereafter, solves social problems in times
of crisis, contributes to spreading loving
harmony among people, and addresses the
hostile or pessimistic view towards others
and life. Voluntary work also contributes
to enhancing solidarity and cooperation
among members of society, increases the
human ability to interact and communi-
cate with others, reduces the tendency
to individualism and develops a sense
of solidarity. Moreover, voluntary work
refines the personality and raises the
mentality of stinginess and transforms it
into a mentality of abundance and gain.
Voluntary work also mitigates the humani-
tarian damage and repercussions resulting
from disasters and crises, supports devel-
opment, provides comprehensive care for
each member of society, and contributes
to building social relations and friendships
based on love, tolerance, and integration.

| mportance of Voluntary Work
Theimportance of voluntary work stems
from the fact that it focuses on the human
values of theindividual, leadsto the acqui-
sition of skills and capacity development
through refinement of thought, recognizes
the positive extent of participation in iden-
tifying the problems of society. It aso

teaches how to invest in the skills of young
peopl e and encouragesthem to take respon-
sibility and participate in decision-making.
It is also a complementary and supportive
factor for government work, as it is char-
acterized by flexibility and the ability to
move quickly. It is not linked to a specific
time as much as it is related to the value
of the service itself. This helps to convert
idle energies into productive ones because
voluntary work contributes to preparing
society to deal with unexpected challenges.
This means “the contribution of society to
building itself”, voluntary work stimulates
social solidarity and a sense empathy by
mobilizing human and material energies
and directing them towards beneficial
social work.

Humanitarian Voluntary Work

Humanitarian voluntary work remains
one of the noble societal values in miti-
gating the humanitarian repercussions of
those affected by disasters. It is self-evi-
dent that the highest type of humanity is
“ voluntary work “, which means that a
person devotes part of histime, effort, and
money to serve the other free of charge.
God said “And every Nation who follows
a Religion has a direction toward which
they face. So, rush to be forward in al
Good works. ALLAH will bring you all
together wherever you might be. Surely
ALLAH has All the Power to do All the
things’ [2: 148].

Humanitarian voluntary work is an
essential pillar inMuslims' lives. TheHoly
Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet agree
on the importance of voluntary work as a
civilized behavior societies must promote.



Advantages of Voluntary Work
Voluntary work has a positive impact
on the individual and society. Thisis one
of the reasons for the happiness and well-
being of society, the stability of its pillars
and the solidarity of itsinhabitants, and the
affirmation of social sense. It contributes
to solving the problems of the commu-
nity, promotes its stability, and encourages
communication with others, in addition
to treating individualism and developing
individual skills. It also leadsto improving
the economic, social, and living conditions
of the membersof society, anditisafertile
field for happiness, and of reward in the
hereafter. Voluntary work achieves many
distinctive benefits, most notably:

1. Enhancing social solidarity and
raising volunteer skills and perfor-
mance in aleviating the suffering
of peoples.

2. Helping volunteers to develop
themselves and their leadership
skillsthrough immersion in volun-
tary work.

3. Help keep them happy, build their
confidence, and foster a sense of
responsibility.

4. Eliminate negative habits in
a person and any sensation of
depression.

5. Strengthening networking skills
among volunteers,

6. Building relationships, strength-
ening bonds between friends, and
expanding the circle of knowl-
edge.

7. Acquireimportant skillsand expe-
rience that give a positive result to
the volunteer.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Emphasize the importance of
community members in helping
each other during crises and disas-
ters.

Creating a cooperative human
gpirit among members of their
own community and others.
Strengthening social  cohesion
among members of societies.
Highlighting the positive human-
itarian image of societies in
supporting  solidarity  between
people and emphasizing human-
itarian works in them to help the
most vulnerable groups.

|dentify gapsin the service system
in communities in order to seek to
secure them.

Help maintain the development of
society.

Use leisure time to accomplish
useful volunteer activities.
Alleviate problems affecting the
individual and society.

Increase people’'s ability to
socialize with others.

Achieving social solidarity, coop-
eration, and community cohesion.
Disseminating the values of dona-
tion and giving to the needy to
alleviate their suffering.

The transcendence of the same
volunteers and their sense of social
responsibility in the service and
prosperity of their community.
Notifying volunteers of self-satis-
faction, refining their personality,
making them happy, and helping
them form a network of socia
relationships.
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the dangers facing the environment. There
Is the field of defending the human right
toliveadignified lifein one’s country and
protecting it from any exploitation, occu-
pation, or aggression (Sa’ ab, no date).
Obstaclesto Voluntary Work

Voluntary work faces severa obstacles,
some of which are related to the volun-
teers themselves, the ingtitution in which
they work, or charitable organizations, and
others related to the perception of volun-
tary work, including:

» The absence of institutional perfor-
mance of voluntary work in many
institutions and groups and the lack
of good organization jeopardize
volunteers' performance.

» The low level of volunteering culture
insocieties, wheretherearetill those
who think that voluntary work would
not changethe situation. Thishinders
the involvement of young people in
it, and forms negative convictions
for them towards their role in devel-
opment (Al-Shaabi, 2019).

* Weak interest in voluntary work in
educational ingtitutions, and the
declinein therate of government and
private support provided to it.

» Some officials in government insti-
tutions believe that voluntary work
competes with government work,
which weakens the demand for it by
employees.

» The lack of clarity of the volunteers
role in the ingtitution in which they
work, and the lack of opportunity
for them to choose the appropriate
voluntary work for their skills and
expertise (Al-Shehri, 2022).

* Not allocating a department that
cares about the affairs of volun-
teers to ensure the performance of
a sound and integrated volunteer
process.

» The lack of training programs
designed to qualify volunteers to
improve their performance for the
sake of humanitarian voluntary
work.

» Thelack of praise, thanks, and appre-
ciation for the volunteers, which
makes them not motivated to work
inthisfield.

» The absence of systems supporting
voluntary work, including the duties
and rightsit contains.

 Lack of planning and training, educa-
tion, and qualification of volunteer
service providers.

Some obstacles are related to the volun-

teers themselves including:

- Thelack of sufficient timefor volun-
teers because they are either busy
with study or work.

- Thevolunteers' lack of interest inthe
work they perform, and their lack of
awareness of the importance of this
work in community service.

- Volunteers do not perform the tasks
assigned to them because they do
not feel obliged to perform them at a
specific time.

- Volunteers believe that they work in
this field with the aim of achieving
personal gain, not realizing the
importance of voluntary work.

- Some volunteers view voluntary
work as akind of socia prestige and
an honor rather than a mandate.



tasks, and some favorable psychological
trends necessary to improve their produc-
tivity. All thisin an effort to stimul ate their
awareness and sense of the challengesthey
facein their society.
Organizational Work
Organizational work is of great impor-
tance in the performance of voluntary
activities. Organizations help them to
avoid any deviation from their objectives
and to achieve continuity and maximum
effectiveness. It also ensures the perfor-
mance of teamwork and enhances their
capabilitiesin facing difficulties and over-
coming disasters.
Motivating Volunteers

Motivating volunteers plays a pivotal
role in the continuity of their work. It is
important to invest their new kills and
experiences, whether at the level of the
group or the ingtitution, and motivate indi-
viduals to participate in voluntary work
through the following:

1. Participation: The volunteer must be
part of the work team in the institu-
tion or group.

2. Transparency: It means the clarity of
the institution’s work away from any
hidden goals.

3. Recognize: The institution should
recognize the volunteer’s achieve-
ments and giving.

4. Integration: Encouraging the volun-
teer to integrate into the institution
and the group.

5. Promoting Participation: Promoting
the volunteers participation by
holding dialogues and considering
their opinions on all topics.

6. Facilitation: Removing obstacles

\oluntary Work in the Humanitarian Field
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facing the volunteers in order to
encourage them to continue working
with dedication.

7. Acknowledgements: Acknowl-
edging the extent of the volunteers
effective contributions to achieving
the goals of voluntary work.

Voluntary Work Assessment

The efforts of volunteers must be eval-
uated scientifically and fairly, with their
own participation, so they can realize the
importance of their work and the positive
impacts it has on the society.
Volunteer Follow-up

The goals of an institution or group are
achieved when they have a clear vision of
how to benefit from volunteers, especially
after they perform their tasks, and this
will only be possible through a follow-up
system through which they are aways
communicated and notified that they are
an important part of the team.

Fields of Volunteering

The most important field of volun-
teering is the socia one. People working
in this area help the poor by securing their
basic needs of food, drink, clothing, and
other basic needs to ensure them adequate
living standards. Volunteers working in
the area of health provide health care and
ambulatory carefor thewounded, sick, and
injured during disasters aleviating their
suffering. As for the educationa field, it
remains an important area for opening
up the horizons of knowledge to those in
need. This can be done through the provi-
sion of literacy education classes. In the
environmental field, volunteers organize
voluntary campaigns to raise awareness of
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1. Its reliance on the self-initiative of
the volunteer or voluntary institu-
tion.

2. Its implementation is based on
studying the needs of society and the
services provided by the government.

Voluntary work includes variety of

fields, some of which are:

 Emergency volunteering: It is
performed in cases of disasters
requiring rapid response such as
fires, earthquakes, floods, and other
sudden disasters.

e Skills development volunteering:
Usually carried out by trainers to
develop the skills of others in order
to help them achieve their goals.

» Environmental volunteering: It aims
to clean the sguares and streets of
cities of waste in order to preserve
the environment from any threats.

Voluntary Work Techniques

Since any work needs tools and tech-
nigques consistent with its content in order
to ensureits success, voluntary work needs
special tools and techniques:
Media and Promotion

When voluntary work islinked to devel -
opment, it is necessary to encourage the
initiatives of individuals and groups and to
enhance their enthusiasm and confidence
for them to achieve sustainable develop-
ment.
| dentifying the Need for Volunteers

| dentifying the need for volunteersis of
great importance in promoting the effec-
tive utilization of their human potential in
meeting the basic needs of the institution/
community.

Selection of Volunteers

The selection of volunteersisimportant
because it entails finding the right job for
them, including the framework through
which they will work, and the benefits
they can provide in the short and long
term. In addition, the correct selection of
volunteers contributes to the codification
of their efforts and in the proper employ-
ment of their skills. This would reduce
the cost of preparation of awareness and
training, accelerate the achievement of
goals, prevent conflicts of interest without
burdening the volunteers with extra tasks
making them understand the goals and
objectives of the institution at which they
work.

Qualification or Training

Qualification or training is of particular
importance in providing volunteers with
skills to maximize the use of their efforts
in completing the required work with high
efficiency. Training has the following
basic objectives:

1. Volunteers certainty of the useful-
ness of training, whether on a
personal level or at work level.

2. Improving their existing expertise.

3. Placement tests for them to teach
them new skills.

Organizations that hold training
sessions can attract volunteers. Training
Is important to sustain volunteering as
long as possible and make better use of
volunteers skills. After institutions and
NGOs select volunteers, they classify
and train them to upgrade their skills and
help them perform their tasks better by
providing them with knowledge related
to their work, the necessary skillsfor their



The Muslim who is accustomed to the
love of goodness does not wait for disas-
tersto take the initiative to contribute with
voluntary work; rather, his love for good
deeds will push him to provide help and
continue to do so seeking God's love,
and in this context ‘ A’isha reported God's
Messenger as saying, “The acts most
pleasing to God are those which are done
most continuously, even if they amount
to little.” (Al-Bukhari). There are many
verses and hadiths about the importance of
voluntary work, its status and necessity for
the individual and society (Al-Tuwaljri,
2019).

Voluntary work emphasizes coopera
tion and highlightsthe human and civilized
socia relations and promotes dedication to
giving willingly “without coercion or obli-
gation,” and based on this the researcher
raises the question: What distinguishes
intellectual, physical, or material voluntary
work? Voluntary work is described as two
basic qualities that enhance the power of
itsimpact on the process of social change:

1. Implementing it on the basisof moral

or socia values and for free.

2. Implementing it with the aim of

achieving moral and humanitarian
goals (Al-Tuwaijri, 2020).

Forms of Voluntary Work
Voluntary work has severa forms,
including individua voluntary work,
whichisabehavior practiced by amember
of society voluntarily, or with the partici-
pation of a group of companions for free.
However, this form of voluntary work has
limited goals, is unstable, and depends on
the goals and capabilities of the individual
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or group. On the other hand, institutional
voluntary work is more efficient than indi-
vidual voluntary work, more organized,
more influential in society, more stable,
and achieves the goals of individua work.
Thesuccessof ingtitutional voluntary work
depends on the extent to which society is
convinced of its importance, and on the
Specialization, organization, planning,
development, and on its ability to attract
influential and qualified personalities.

In the Arab world, there are various
ingtitutions and civil associations that
contribute to voluntary work to serve the
community and are concerned with many
social issues amed a comprehensive
socia development such as caring for the
disabled and the poor, combating drugs,
following up on family and maternal
health, contributing to the study and solu-
tion of youth problems. In addition, the
researcher distinguishes between two
related forms of voluntary work:
Voluntary Behavior

It means the set of behaviors practiced
by the individual that meet the conditions
of voluntary work, but it comesin response
to an emergency. For example, rescuing a
person from drowning or from awound is
a great act carried out without expecting
any moral or material reward.

Voluntary Act

This form differs from voluntary
behavior because it is not the response
to an emergency. Instead, it is the result
of actions based on the belief in the idea
of volunteering and its role in the devel-
opment of society. Voluntary work has
two unique characteristics that explain its
strong impact on society, namely:
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humanitarian repercussions resulting from
disasters. Voluntary work aims to empha-
Size cooperation, harmony, and solidarity,
highlighting the humanitarian social rela-
tions as well as the importance to give
willingly “without coercion or obligation”
(Al-Tuwaijri, 2013). The definitions of
voluntary work are numerous, including:

* “Voluntary work is the organized
effort carried out by the individua
and society with theaim of achieving
legitimate actions without imposi-
tion or obligation, whether mate-
rial, physical, or intellectua moti-
vated by the desire to please God for
Muslims or humanitarian motives
for non-Muslims.”

* “Voluntary work isthe effort that any
person spends, without expecting
any reward, for the community
taking responsibility for providing
socia welfare.”

* “Voluntary work is to assist others,
so that good prevailsin society. This
name (voluntary work) came because
it is not an imposed action. The
greater the positive and constructive
elements are, the greater the devel-
opment and growth of society will
be.”

* “Voluntary work isanational human-
itarian service aimed at protecting
the homeland and its people from
any danger” (lbid.).

In some countries, such as Switzerland,
voluntary work is mandatory for those
aged 20-60 who do not meet the condi-
tions for military service. Although these
definitions of voluntary work are appar-
ently different, they refer to noble mean-

ings of it, the most important of which is
helping others for the sake of humanity.

Voluntary Work in Islam

Voluntary work isof great importancein
Islam, God has counted whoever perform
agood deed does God'swill. God rewards
him for that. Many verses in the Qur’an
talk about the importance of volunteering,
including the following: “Who is he that
will lend a Good Loan to ALLAH. So He
will multiply it many times? And ALLAH
withholds or grants an increased Provi-
sion, and unto Him you will be returned”
[2: 245].

The legal texts have highlighted the
legitimacy of voluntary work as one of the
works by which man seeks to be closer
to God. voluntary work is one of the acts
of charity, favor, and goodness, and there
are many Quranic verses that prove the
legitimacy of voluntary work, God said:
“Indeed, As-Safa and Al-Marwa (Moun-
tains) are among the Symbols of ALLAH.
Therefore, no Sin for him who perform
Hajj or Umra(Pilgrimage) to that House of
ALLAH should go around between them.
And he who volunteers to do Good on his
own, then surely ALLAH is responsive
to Recognize and All Knowing” [2: 158].
God also said: “O you who Believe, Bow
down in Raku and prostrate in Sijdah, and
worship your RABB, and do the Good, so
that you may be Successful” [22: 77]. This
verse reveals advice to favor and relieve
the needy, sponsor the orphan, help the
insolvent, disseminate knowledge, and
educate society by encouraging people to
show solidarity, compassion, and gener-
oSity.
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Voluntary work is a fundamental pillar for societies’ development, improvement
of living standards, and the consolidation of their noble values. Voluntary work
arose with the emergence of mankind, and with purely humanitarian motives. Man
realized in the early ages of ancient history the need for others, and the necessity of
cooperation to ensure safety. This would ensure every member’s protection from
the dangers of isolation and help secure food, water, and safe housing. With the
increasing rate of natural disasters, armed conflicts, and wars, in addition to the
high rate of poverty and vulnerable groups in many societies, voluntary work in
the humanitarian field has become of great importance in alleviating the human
suffering. This prompted organizations and bodies working in the field of humanity
to pay great attention to it.

In this research, the researcher analyzes the concept of voluntary work, its forms,
techniques, fields, obstacles, benefits, advantages, and effects. This study also aims
at disseminating its culture by proposing regulations and developing appropriate
mechanisms and procedures that ensure its support and development. It will also
aim at establishing more structures that enhance its organizational movement
by highlighting the development of the spirit of initiative that goes with it. The
researcher also wanted to contribute to the enhancement of global recognition of
humanitarian work by improving the volunteers’ awareness of its importance and
boosting the spirit of community and national belonging.

Concept of Voluntary Work
Voluntary work consists of two terms
«work» and «volunteering». The first
refers to the effort performed by the indi-
vidual, whether mentally or physicaly.
«Volunteering» isnot an imposed action of

generosity. Idiomatically, volunteering is
the sacrifice of time or money or the exer-
tion of a human effort for free. It is one
of the seven principles of humanitarian
work that humanitarian organizations
are keen to apply in order to mitigate the
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Abstract

\oluntary work is one of the principles of humanitarian work
that organizations rely on. Volunteers perform work for free, out
of their sense of responsibility towards people around them, and
from their desire to sacrifice themselves, and honestly contribute
to the humanitarian development of their society. Voluntary
work goes beyond the concept of profitability, and its goal is
not limited only to the material assistance of human beings, but
it also focuses on the preservation of the environment, culture,
education, and health.

Due to the importance of voluntary work, the international
community has designated an international day on the fifth of
September of each year with the aim of enhancing the efforts of
individuals and institutions in providing more support to alleviate
human suffering and create a stable and safer future for societies.
The aim of the international community is also the dissemination
of a culture of solidarity in all societies so to strengthen them and
enhance their interdependence by helping their members to face
various humanitarian challenges, such as tackling extreme poverty,
preserve human dignity and improve peoples’ living conditions.

\olunteering is of great importance to societies in general and
to Arab societies, especially at the present time, when the need
for volunteers’ work is needed to face many successive and rapid
changes occurred due to disasters. Volunteers’ active participation
is having a positive impact on both individuals and society alike.
Besides solving many common problems, their activity has
other advantages: It can enhance social solidarity by raising the
volunteer’s skills and performance in alleviating the suffering of
peoples; it can also make volunteers feel satisfied with themselves
and help them to develop their potentiality.

Keywords: Volunteering, Humanitarian Work, Disasters,
Crises.
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of migrants. This effort requires the
support of all States concerned in
the region with the establishment of
collectiveor at |east bilateral arrange-
ments to control illegal migration
processes. Similar to the agree-
ment between Saudi Arabia and the
Government of Ethiopiain 2019, on
the system of employing domestic
workers and enabling official migra-
tion of 100 thousand workers from
Ethiopiato Saudi Arabia, this agree-
ment is an encouraging step towards
harnessing the economic and devel-
opment benefits of migration, while
protecting migrants. (United Nations,
May 2020).

» The Council of States Bordering the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, founded
in early 2020 and comprising eight
countries from Asia and Africa,
has a role to play in addressing
the issue of illegal migration from
African countries overlooking the
Red Sea by adopting effective poli-
cies and implementing expeditious
procedures. To effectively ded
with this matter, it is proposed that,
within the council, a committee
called the “Migration Commission”
should be established within the
General Secretariat of the Council,
designing and creating proposals on
how to deal with thisworrying issue

which affect all parties concerned
(home country, receiving country
and the migrants themselves). The
Committee can build partnerships
with international and regional
organizations dealing with the
issue of migration in general (IOM-
AU) and those dealing with East
Africanissuesin particular (IGAD),
so that efforts combine and focus
on creating practical solutions to
a serious issue with multilateral
implications for all parties, from a
political, economic, social, security
and cultural point of view.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the issue of African
migrants taking the eastern route passing
Yemen as the crossing point has become
a major security, political and economic
threat primarily to Yemen, and eventually
to the security of the Gulf region and the
world at large. This makes it an inter-
national issue requiring urgent United
Nations' intervention as well as regional
action to ensure the stability of one of the
world's tensest and conflicting regions.
These interventions are necessary because
thisisthe area with the highest number of
human rights violations and where people
die in each moment drowning in the sea,
killed by the desert sun or in the various
conflicts affecting the area.



try’s food insecurity program, as stated
by the Bank’'s Regional Director Tanya
Meyer: “This additional funding reflects
the Bank’s commitment to improving
the lives of Yemenis stuck in the midst of
multiple crises, between war, food crisis,
and climate emergencies,” bringing the
total assistance provided by the Bank to
Yemen since 2016 to over $3.5 hillion (Al
Ain News, 27Mar 2023).

It goes without saying that despite the
efforts made in this regard, the reality
emphasizes the worsening situation of
migrants in the Horn of Africa region,
which, as mentioned above, is aso a
transit and repatriation zone for migrants,
as noted in the report issued by the IOM
in early 2023: “In 2023, migration flows
along the eastern route are expected to
return to pre-COVID-19 levels, requiring
further efforts as called for in the report
“Accordingly totheincreasein the number
of African migrants, the number of people
in need of humanitarian assistance in 2023
IS expected to reach 1,428,234 migrants
and host community in Djibouti, Ethiopia,
Somalia, and Yemen, the four countries
representing the eastern route of African
migrants.”

Thus, there is a need to look for
approaches that reduce such illegal migra-
tion and that pose severa risksto the secu-
rity of future States on the one hand, their
expelling States, and passage countries on
the other. The following are among the
most important proposals to work on:

» Supporting the |[OM’seffortsto work
towards the repatriation of migrants,
provided that this is in coopera
tion with Governments and civil

Eastern Migration Route: Several Risks and Many Initiatives
The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center as a Model

society partners and that this return
IS in accordance with a development
program to rehabilitate and integrate
returnees into their communities and
ensure their economic and social
benefit. The recent report of the |lOM
in late 2022 on its role in enabling
more than 473 thousand Ethiopians
to return to their homes between
2018 and 2022 stresses the impor-
tance of coordinating such efforts.
(10M, 2023).

Funding the IOM’s efforts. IOM can
only encourage migrantsto repatriate
through its voluntary humanitarian
repatriation program by providing
the necessary financial resources, as
emphasized by Christa Rottensteiner,
Head of Mission of IOM in Yemen:
“One of the main ways in which we
can provide relief and protection is
to open up more opportunities for
migrants who want to return home
and help them achieve this, and to
provide life-saving and medical
assistance to those in need.” (United
Nations, May 2022). IOM, in coop-
eration with the King Salman Centre
for Relief and Humanitarian Work,
should hold an international confer-
ence for those supporting countries
who provide funding to back the
implementation of further regiona
response plans for migrants crossing
Yemen.

Adopting IOM’s demand to estab-
lish legal pathways for migration
along the eastern route with the view
to improving migration management
and ensuring the safety and dignity
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East African Migrants:
Towards a Remedial Approach
Many international reports reveal that
over the next two decades the African
continent will witness a large movement
of migration to various countries of the
world. In addition to the traditional factors
described above such as conflicts, wars,
and disputes, the increasing involvement
of external parties in African affairs we
witness today constitutes a very important
challenge. This is demonstrated by the
number of visits and meetings conducted
by senior officials from various countries
of the world, especially major powers, to
the African Continent States in an attempt
to conceal theinternational presenceinthe
continent, which is densely endowed with
wealth and resources, as well as its polit-
ical rolein the international labor system.
It is not an exaggeration to say that
much of this presence is part of a compe-
tition to win a share of what the continent
has and to find afoothold that enables each
side to assert its own power. The conse-
quence of thispresenceisto build strategic
partnerships with some African States in
opposition to others or empower some
domestic parties against others building
“allegiances’ in favor of an international
party against another. These political alli-
ances cause conflict and border disputes
between or within States. One of the conse-
quences of these conflictsisthe escalation
of the number of African migrants and
the worsening scale of human tragedies
especiadly those conflicts coincide with
the worsening health crises in the world
such as Covid-19 and natural disasters,
al of which exacerbate the phenomenon

of African migration. The World Bank
predicted in its report that: “86 million
migrants will be due to climate change in
Africa by the year 2050. Some 18 million
seasonal migrant workers in Africa may
find their jobs in agriculture, mining and
fishing disappearing, raising the prospect
of permanent migration in search of new
jobs, taking various migration paths both
within and outside the continent.”

The future will witness dramatic
increasein the number of African migrants
through one of the migration routes, the
eastern route. This prompted IOM to take
proactive initiatives in this regard, namely
the launch of the “ Regional Response Plan
for Migrants in the Horn of Africa and
Yemen” in order to provide urgent assis-
tance to thousands of stranded migrants
and those trapped in the dangerous migra-
tion passage, in the Horn of Africa and
Yemen.

Appeals were made to numerous
humanitarian and development organi-
zations and Governments to ensure that
funding is provided to enable the organi-
zation to provide support to hundreds of
thousands of African migrants and the
population of their host communities in
the Horn of Africa and Yemen. The plan
included 48 United Nations agencies,
international and national NGOs, and civil
society organizations and had appeal ed for
funding of $84.2 million to meet the needs
of targeted persons across the four coun-
tries during 2023 (I0M,2023).

Recognizing the magnitude of this
endless tragedy, in March 2023 the World
Bank announced the to provide additional
assistance of $207 milliontofundthecoun-



The efforts of the KSrelief have not
stopped at this point. The center was keen
to establish a general framework for its
work in the East African region and took
an important step in organizing a coop-
erative program between the center and
the government development agency
(IGAD). The program aims to establish
a framework through which coopera-
tion can be facilitated and coordinated in
areas of common interest, especially inthe
fields of food security, economic devel-
opment, social development, relief work,
and humanitarian activities, in addition
to exchanging information and exper-
tise in order to achieve close cooperation
between the two parties (The KSrelief,
2022). It is worth mentioning that the
subject of this program is consistent with
the goal for which this government devel-
opment agency was established among
the eight countries in East Africa (IGAD),
which isto help and enhance the efforts of
its member states to achieve food security,
environmental protection, peace and secu-
rity, humanitarian affairs, and economic

Eastern Migration Route: Several Risks and Many Initiatives
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cooperation and integration. Therefore,
this program signed between the two
partiesisan important step in emphasizing
the efforts of Saudi Arabia, represented by
the KSrelief, to reduce therisks and conse-
quences of illegal migration of Africansto
States through Yemen.

It is important to note in this regard
that the efforts of the KSrelief were not
limited to supporting countries in the
East African region but also focused on
displaced persons and refugees in Yemen,
which is another concern for the human-
itarian effort that Saudi Arabia is under-
taking in the Yemeni file. The Center real-
izes the extent of the suffering faced by
displaced persons and refugees in Yemen,
asexpressed by the |OM, which stated that
there are about 200,000 migrants in need
of humanitarian assistance in Yemen and
that about 43,000 migrants in Yemen who
are stranded and living in miserable condi-
tions, unable to continue their journeys or
return to their homelands. The efforts of
the KSrelief have tried to alleviate ther
suffering, as shown in table 3.

Table 3: Saudi Assistance to Displaced Persons and Refugeesin Yemen

= Total
£ | amounts
£ provided Sectors
7] (USD)
| Security Support for
Zow Health | Food Security Acggtrmo and Water  Education | humanitarian  Nutrition
c_; % 592,107,203 Protection operations
=0
- 57,748,054 402,299,998 = 56,551,793 = 4400 8405589 3300 = 1,000,000 @ 1,556,559
B Acggt%wo- multisector ~ Health Hg&?gt'ltgﬂgn Water Food Security
S 133,424,547
o 63,758,518 62,500,000 ' 3,950,200 1,774,362 1,000,000 441,467

Source: The KSrelief. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/3Zetfkh
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powers or new international and regional
parties seeking to establish a foothold in
that strategically important region due to
both to its geographic location and the
diverse resources and wealth it possesses.
This situation left the region’s inhabitants
with a sense of insecurity, driving its citi-
zens to seek sanctuaries to escape this
tragic reality by searching for other more
stable and secure areas.

As a result, the KSrelief has taken on
the responsibility of assisting the people
of these countries in achieving an accept-
ablelifein their own countries by contrib-
uting to their reconstruction by providing

support and assistance in various fields.
It should be noted that the humanitarian
role of Saudi Arabia, with some of these
countriesin theregion, preceded the estab-
lishment of this center, which came as an
attempt to create anew leading platformin
the field of humanitarian work for Saudi
Arabia which has always been an accom-
panying characteristic of Saudi foreign
policy in support of people affected by
different crises with the aim of alleviating
their suffering. The following tables show
the significant statistics on the amount of
support and financing provided by Saudi
Arabiato some East African countries.

Table (1): Saudi Support for Displaced Personsin Somalia and Sudan.

No. = Country Total amount provided (1992-2023) Millions USD
. Accommodation
Food security and non-food items Early recovery
1 Somalia 63,745,528
58,346,028 3,749,500 1,650,000
: Accommodation
Multisector and non-food items
2 Sudan 24,509,317
21,268,043 3,241,274
Source: The KSrelief. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/3Zetfkh
Table 2: Saudi Refugee Support in Somalia.
No. = Country Total amount provided (1992-2023) Millions USD
. Water and Food and
Multisector Environmental Sanitation = Agricultural Security
1 Somalia 13,382,067
7,000,000 4,950,000 1,432,067

Source: The KSrelief. Retrieved from: https://bit.ly/3Zetfkh




Needless to say, the implications of this
migration through the eastern route carry
severe risks for al parties described as
follows (IOM, 2023):
Humanitarian Risks

These migrants, in the midst of Yemeni
internal crises, are exposed to the harshest
forms of physical and psychological viola
tions. They aresubjectedto death either due
to the mines planted by the Houthi militia
or asaresult of seriousviolationsthat they
are subjected to in detention centers where
they liveininhumane conditions. Migrants
also risk to be involved in the conflict and
recruited as mercenaries on the border
they cross to reach to Gulf States, specif-
icaly Saudi Arabia. It is noteworthy that
these human rights violations have wors-
ened with the increase in the proportion of
women and children among the migrants,
and the sexua attacks they are subjected
to.
Security Risks

The Houthi militia recruits these
migrants to carry out killings against
pro-Yemeni government members inside
Yemen, or to carry out terrorist opera-
tions on the Yemeni-Saudi border, which
exacerbates the security instability in the
region.
Political Risks

In many cases, some of these refu-
gees and displaced persons are allowed
to cross the borders as a tool to pressure
neighboring countries since carry different
cultures and habits that represent a threat
to security and stability in the receiving
countries. They also represent an economic
burden especially since most of them
lack the minimum skills that can help to

Eastern Migration Route: Several Risks and Many Initiatives
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find an employment that can guarantee a
minimum income.
Economic Risks

African migrants held by Houthi militia
or some gangs speciaized in human traf-
ficking become abargain chip in the hands
of such groups which either by employing
them in hard labor, or exploiting them in
illegal activities involving drug, weapons,
and money smuggling operations. They
also become victims of human trafficking
operations. Women and children, as
mentioned in the report issued by the [OM
in September 2022, entitled A Region on
the Move stated that “human trafficking is
aworrying issue, wherethe |IOM hasiden-
tified 3,000 cases of human trafficking
from the region over the past decade. M ost
of the victims were identified as coming
from Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia, and
women and girls were the most affected,
with 78% in comparison to men and boys
at 22%” (United Nations, 2022).

The KSrelief: A Vital Supportive
Rolein East Africa

Since its establishment in 2015, the
KSrelief has paid special attention to
the East African region, which includes
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,
Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and Eritrea.
These countries have faced several crises,
some of which are linked to the colonial
period and its aftermath, as they suffered
greatly from policies and practices that
fueled many conflicts and wars both inter-
nally and within each other. Other crises
are linked to ongoing direct and indirect
foreign interventionsin the affairs of those
countries, whether by former colonial
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This lack of precision is due to the fact
that the actual number of African migrants
remains unknown in light of the tendency
of many African countries not to document
migration cases, which may create many
problems and crises in the receiving coun-
tries. (Africa Center for Strategic Studies,
2022).

Risks of the African Routeto the
Arabian Gulf

In the desperate attempt to flee from
conflicts, harsh climatic conditions, public
health emergencies, as well as socio-eco-
nomic issues and traditional seasona
factors, for African migrants Yemen has
becomefirst port of call ontheir journey of
hopeto Gulf Statesand others. Yet, consid-
ering the crises Yemen has been through
for the last nine years, it is incomprehen-
sible how so many migrants from Africa
entered the country illegally through the
Red Seato crossinto the Gulf States, also
keeping in mind the violations to which
they are subjected. However, the redlity
of the statistics revedls that their numbers
are escalating, a phenomenon referred to
In the reports as “ eastern migration route”.
Thisis evidenced by statistics recorded in
2022. These numbers increased by 64%
(News Yemen, 2023).

This issue is further exacerbated by
reports on the magnitude of the disaster
that the East African region may expe-
rience due to climate change and its
implications for life's prospects in some
of these States. A report by the Climate
Prediction and Application Centre (IGAD)
revealed that the Horn of Africa's severe
drought is expected to get worse in 2023,

threatening the region with a harsher
famine than those that caused hundreds
of thousands of deaths a decade ago. The
report warned, “the current conditions
are worse than before the 2011 drought.
Twenty-three million people in Kenya,
Ethiopia, and Somalia have been experi-
encing an ongoing severe food drought”
(Al Eqtisadiah Journal, 2023). This was
also confirmed in Oxfam Internationa’s
World Water Day report that more than
33 million people in East Africa do not
have enough drinking water: “In parts of
Somalia, northern Kenya, and southern
Ethiopia, 90 percent of wellsin rural areas
have completely dried up” (Middle East,
2023).

One thing that draws attention in this
regard is that this increase of migrants,
which is expected to continue at a higher
rate in the future, was accompanied by an
increase in the numbers of women and
children smuggled on adangerousjourney
by sea to reach the Yemeni coast, and
then travel between provinces until they
reach the Saudi border. A report issued by
the IOM entitled A Region on the Move
stated that “women and girls represent
the mgority of migrants in the Horn of
Africa and East Africa region at 50.4%
compared to men and boys who represent
only 49.6%" (United Nations, 2022). This
trend was confirmed by the organization’s
Director General, Antonio Vitorino, who
said: “In the past, women and children
often chose not to make the dangerous
journey on foot through the desert, while
men left their families behind and made
thejourney in the hope of finding jobs and
sending money back home” (I0M, 2023).
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Figure1: Chart of migration from Africa by country.
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The East African region ranked third
among the African provinces in the
number of migrants after the West and
North Africa regions, although in recent
years this gap has narrowed considerably.

Second, the migration movement
within Africais greater than the migration

movement outside of it. The percentage
of migrants within the continent for the
year 2020 represents 48% of the migra
tion movement, while the percentage of
migrants outside the continent for the
same year is45%. Therate of migration to
the continent did not exceed 4%.

Figure 2: Migration within and from Africa.
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This reflects a continuation of a
long-established pattern in the continent’s
history. Reports and statistics regarding
the migration movement within and out of

the African continent are not reliable. For
example, the 21 million African migrants
recorded in 2020 are only an indication of
the migration movement and its increase.
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Cultural Causes

These causes are usually associated
with the cultural legacies related to
many factors such as the increase in
population. The eventual increase in
popul ation can have anegative effect on
employment opportunities and quality,
which in turn affects living standards.
In addition, among some families
and societies migration has become
a form of struggle and a sort of social
responsibility. This trend is reinforced
by the presence of motivating factors
in these families linked to the exis
tence of a network of relationships and
brokers that enable the individual to
migrate illegally.
Social Causes

These causes are usualy related
to the social reality of the individual
and his family environment, which
suffers greatly from the deterioration
of its conditions, weak capabilities and
low levels of education. All this leads
people to search for job opportunities
in other places, whether in a legal or
illegal way.
Political Causes

These causes are usually related to
the state of political instability and the
consequent internal conflicts and wars,
either based on racial, ethnic, religious
grounds, or sectarian grounds, which
negatively affects the living standards of
the citizen who seeks more stable places.

Migration intheAfrican Continent:
Statistics and Trends

Africa is the continent with more
natural resources, economic potential,

oil and mineral weath, and natura
gas, as well as diverse human capa-
bilities and multiple cultures. Despite
this, it is the continent that suffers the
most from poverty, hunger, disease,
and ignorance, due to the political
instability in its countries. Conflicts,
civil wars, and environmental threats
naturally leads to the constant deteri-
oration of the living conditions of citi-
zens and the spread of corruption and
neglect. This prompts its citizens to
search for more stable safe havens that
guarantee them the provision of accept-
able standards. Therefore, the African
continent has the largest share in the
statistics and reports issued by inter-
national and regional organizations
concerned with monitoring the move-
ment of legal and illegal migration, as
they reveal thereality of these migrants,
their numbers, as well as their destina-
tions. In thisregard, it is worth making
two observations regarding African
migration:

First, African migration includes all
African countries, although the numbers
and proportions of migrants varies from
one region to another as illustrated in
Figure 1 issued by the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (DESA).

The West African region came in
first place. Over the past two decades,
migration from West African countries
was the highest, followed by the North
Africanregion, while the Central African
region remained at the lowest rate, and
the Southern African region converged
with it.



Illegal Migration:
Concept and Causes

Linguistically, in Arabic, the term
“migration 3,xdl” is derived from
“departure _>¢!" the opposite of “stay
«@ll”. It means leaving one place for
the sake of living or working in another
place. (Al-Razi, 2003). The term migra-
tion in the Arabic language corresponds
to three terms in the English language.
In English, there are three synonyms for
migration including 1) “migration: the
process of people travelling to a new
place to live, usually in large numbers;”
2) “Emigration: the process of leaving a
country permanently and going to live
in another one;” 3) “Immigration: the
process by which people come in to a
foreign country to live there.” (Ghanem,
2002).

Idiomatically, migration is defined
as “the attempt to illegally enter young
peopl eacrosstheregional bordersof other
countries without adhering to the condi-
tions necessary for legal entry into the
receiving country” (Hafiz, 2013). Others
define it as a “Movement under basic
and major conditions that allow individ-
uals and groups to achieve a degree of
balance, or to continue to exist by satis-
fying various human needs, biological,
social, psychological, cultural, political,
and others’ (Rasheed, 2012 - Bashir,
2017). Some also define it as “the depar-
ture of an individual from the territory of
his country permanently to the territory
of another country.

This departure is legal when it is
in conformity with the law in the host
country, and illegal when it takes placein

Eastern Migration Route: Several Risks and Many Initiatives
The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center as a Model

violation of the law regulating the entry
and residence of foreigners in the host
country” (Amshiri, 2020). The United
Nations defines it as “an unregulated
entry of an individual from one country
to another by land, air, or sea, and this
entry does not carry any form of perma-
nent or temporary residence permit, and
it also means a failure to respect the
necessary requirements for crossing the
borders of the state” (National Center
for Social & Criminological Research,
2010). All these definitions reveal that
the concept of illegal migration did not
exist until after the emergence of the
idea of the state and its political borders
(Al-Gharsali, 2009).

It is worth noting that the concept of
illegal migration hasgonethrough several
phases to certain trends. It was initially
called “undocumented migration,” then
the concept evolved into illegal migra-
tion (Chomsky, 2014). L ater, this concept
was associated with other terms, some-
times linked to the term migration and
human security. Sometimes it is related
to the idea of human trafficking, and
sometimes it is related to the concept of
transnational organized crimes (Morris,
2007). Thereasonsthat lead an individual
to illegally migrate to another country in
violation of the laws can be summarized
asfollows (Ahmed et al., 2021):

Economic Causes

These causes include those related to
poverty and lack of basic needs, the desire
to improve the standard of living, the high
level of unemployment and the lack of
opportunities for a stable work.
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at the same time carry a humanitarian message to help these migrants in various
regions of the world through the growing role of the King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center (KSrelief).

Accordingly, this study aims to identify the phenomenon of illegal migration
coming from the Horn of Africa to the Arabian Gulf region, crossing from Yemen,
highlighting its motives and the paths that migrants take. The study also focuses on
the repercussions of this migration on the security and stability in the region and at
the crossing points, as well as in the countries receiving these migrants.

Hence, the study revolves around answering a main question: “What are the
risks of illegal migration via the eastern route?” A number of sub-questions are
linked to this question, namely:

1. What is the concept of illegal migration?

2. What are the drivers of illegal migration?

3. What are the numbers of illegal African migrants crossing via the eastern

route to reach the Arabian Gulf?

4. What are the risks of illegal migration coming from the Horn of Africa to the

Arab Gulf region?

5. What are the humanitarian efforts in place to reduce the exacerbation of

illegal migration and its repercussions?

6. What are the new proposals to reduce illegal migration?

In order to answer these questions, the study relies on the analytical descriptive
approach. This approach aims to describe the current reality of the movement of
African migrants to the Arabian Gulf via Yemen and to identify the most prominent
risks and repercussions of this migration while highlighting Saudi efforts in this
regard. In view of that, this paper discusses the eastern route of African migrants
from Yemen to the Gulf states through the following issues:
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“The Eastern Route is an under-reported and forgotten crisis amidst other global
crises. However, we must give the migrants undertaking this route the right to their
dignity and support. The Regional Migrant Response Plan has been formulated
to address the enormous and complex challenges on this route and to do so in a
unified and coordinated manner”. This brief phrase, expressed by Anténio Vitorino,
director general of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), conveyed
the exacerbation of the phenomenon of illegal migration that emanates from the
Horn of Africa, crosses Yemen and reaches the Arab Gulf States in general and
Saudi Arabia in particular.

This situation serves as an alarm for everyone committed to deal seriously with
this tangled and overlapping issue. The accurate reading of the statement made
by director general of the IOM sheds light on the multifaceted dimensions of this
issue. This is not only an issue of illegal migration, but it also reflects other aspects
that must be accurately considered because of the seriousness of its repercussions
on other regions such as Ethiopia, Djibouti, and Somalia. These are both migrants’
countries and transit areas for migrants from the rest of the African countries.
In this context, Yemen represents the main focal point of this journey because it
constitutes bridge between these African countries and the Arab Gulf States. Being
a transit country, Yemen also becomes a reception point for those who fail to reach
other countries in the Gulf.

This study sheds light on these urgent issues worsened by the deteriorating
and unstable conditions in Yemen. Since Yemen is both an attractive crossing and
reception point, it represents a threat to security and stability especially to Saudi
Arabia. In order to solve this situation, Saudi Arabia is making strenuous efforts
to extricate Yemen from the predicament in which it is living. These efforts include
a contribution to rebuild it on proper and solid foundations on the one hand, and
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Abstract

The unknown, is the most expressive description of the journey
that African migrants undertake through the eastern migration
route, with Yemen as the crossing point to reach the Arab Gulf
states. This route is described by the International Organization
for Migration (I0OM) as one of the most dangerous paths that
illegal migrants take in their search for safe sanctuaries. They
escape the hell of wars and conflicts in their countries or the
effects of climate change and its ramifications, in particular the
exacerbation of droughts. Needless to say, the IOM is making
numerous efforts in cooperation with several international
and regional development and humanitarian organizations
by launching strategic plans to assist these migrants. They
either provide living and medical aid or, in accordance with a
rehabilitation development programme, they repatriate them
with the purpose of reintegrating them into their communities.
However, despite all these efforts, the situation continues to
worsen in light of the increasing risks and threats afflicting
the countries of East Africa, whether due to wars and renewed
conflicts, or to the emergence of terrorist and extremism groups.
These groups are usually a vehicle for international intelligence
agencies to set a foothold for their States in the continent’s
territory. This study discusses the exacerbating conditions of
the African migration movement through the eastern route and
its repercussions on the security and stability of the Arab Gulf
states. It highlights the efforts made to limit the exacerbation
of the migration movement, while exploring a number of
proposals and recommendations that could contribute to solve
this increasingly complex and sever problem.

Keywords: Migration, Eastern Route, Yemen, East Africa,
Gulf States, Climate Change, Conflicts, Wars.
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3. Choosing highly qualified commit-
tees to persuade the conflicting
parties to reconcile.

4. Training internationa reformers and
providing them with the necessary
legal knowledge of the provisions of

0

international law.

5. Establishing internal and interna-

tional reconciliation courts.

6. Establishing the King Salman

Center for International Reconcil-
iation.
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Photo 8: Thelsland Then Disputed Between Qatar and Bahrain in 1986.

o

Conclusion
The following are the main conclusion
of this study:

1

It was possible to assess the strong
impact of reconciliation on achieving
internal and external security.

. Peace agreements are so strong that

some countries, after signing them,
include them in their national laws.

. The processes of reconciliation for

peace and the ending disputes are
stronger than judicial arbitration, and
more beneficial than wars and any
military resolution.

. There are successful experiences of

reconciliation resulting in security
globaly and in and out the Arab
world, such asin Maghreb and South
Africa.

. Inorder to achievereconciliationitis

important to tackle economic issues
such asthe provision of trial feesand

TRt S

the cost of wars. Only in this way
countries can achieve stability and
development through investment
and growth.

. Reconciliation had a more worthy

role in resolving state disputes than
thejudicial solution.

. Saudi Arabiaplayed apioneering and

pivotal role in international reconcil-
iation at the regional, Islamic, and
international levels.

. Reconciliation is a speedy way

to resolve international disputes
compared to litigation, which may
take years.

Recommendations

1. Including reconciliation agreements

in countries’ internal national laws.

2. Advocating for reconciliation in

disputes before resorting to national
and international litigation.
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reform between Morocco and Algeria
on May 4, 1987, in which he brought
together King Hassan Il and Algerian
President Chadli Ben Jedid. This nego-
tiation culminated with the exchange of

252 prisoners, the opening of the land
borders between them the two countries,
and the establishment of a blueprint to set
up ajoint committee to settle outstanding
issues between the two countries.

Photo 6: King Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud I ntervenesfor Reconciliation Between the Algerian President

and the Moroccan King in 1987.

BN
oA

He also had bridged the rift in the Gulf
by quickly resolving the dispute between

Qatar and Bahrain in 1986 over the island
of Fasht al-Dibal (Al-Ramlawi, 2018).

Photo 7: King Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud I ntervenesfor Reconciliation Between the Emir of Bahrain
and Emir of Qatar in 1986.
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In 2007, he negotiated peace in Makkah
between the Fatah and Hamas Palestinian
movements, ending the fighting with the
formation of a reconciliation govern-
ment. Likewise, on October 20, 2006, in
Makkah, a meeting was also held between
29 Shiite and Sunni scholars from Irag

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

to resolve their differences and end the
fighting between them. These scholars
signed a pact confirming the common
denominators between the two parties,
stopping bloodshed, sanctifying places of
worship, and criminalizing anyone who
assaults the other.

Photo 5: King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud Intervenes for Reconciliation between the Palestinian parties.
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On September 30, 1989, during the
reign of King Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud — may Allah have mercy on him —
the Great Reconciliation Agreement was
concluded between al the conflicting
Lebanese factions. Bringing together

%
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-

62 representatives from all factions, the
Agreement ended the civil war, recog-
nized the specia relations between
Lebanon and Syria, and demanded the
latter’'s withdrawal from Lebanon. He
also made a historic attempt of political
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Photo 3: King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud I ntervenesto Stop the Conflict Between the Afghan Parties.

King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
— may Allah have mercy on him — was
like the heart for the Islamic and Arab
communities, when he managed a peace
treaty between the Republics of Sudan
and Chad in Janadriyah, Saudi Arabia, on

May 3, 2007. These two countries have
been fighting for three years over a border
dispute. The peace treaty guaranteed
respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the other party and provided a
non-interference agreement.

Photo 4: King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud I ntervenesfor Reconciliation between the Chadian
and Sudanese Presidents and Signs the Reconciliation Document.
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This step confirmed to the world that
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
— may Allah protect him — is a man of
peace. At the ceremony, he awarded the
leaders concerned the highest medal of the
Kingdom, the Medal of King Abdulaziz,

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

may Allah have mercy on him. Thus, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud was the
causa prima that ended the bloodshed in
awar that killed and displaced thousands,
and plunged the two countriesinto stifling
€conomic crises.

Photo 2: King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud Awarded the Order of King Abdulaziz (Class|) to the Ethiopian and
Eritrean Presidents After Achieving Reconciliation.

King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
also had a role in quelling the turmoil
raging in Afghanistan. On July 11,
2018, the International Conference of
Muslim Scholars was held in Jeddah
and Makkah to establish peace and

e

security in the Republic of Afghanistan,
in which the Kingdom called on the
parties to the conflict from the Islamic
movements and the Taliban to adhere
to the teachings of 1slam, stop fighting,
and make peace.
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rior to rconciliation in the perspective of
internationa law. Therefore, some coun-
tries have deliberately made the conven-
tionsand treatiesthat they ratify integrated
into the system of their nationa laws,
such as Denmark, Belgium, the United
Kingdom, and others. The constitutions of
these countries usually give international
agreements priority in relation to national
law (Al-Tawti, 126).

Saudi Arabia’s Conciliation
Efforts between Countries
Leveraging itsreligious, economic, and
international status, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has aways played commend-
able roles and good offices in estab-
lishing peace between the countries of
the world, and standing neutral between
the conflicting countries and even the

conflicting groups and factions within the
same country. The policy of conciliation
was a unique approach adopted by all the
leaders of Saudi Arabiaduring their reigns
when they assumed power, at Gulf, Arab,
and international levels.

The Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosgues King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud-may Allah protect him —made great
contributions to achieving reconciliation
between Eritrea and Ethiopia in Jeddah
on September 16, 2018, after a rupture
between the two countries lasted for many
years, following an old border dispute
between the two countries. The reconcil-
iation was made in the presence of Crown
Prince Muhammad ibn Salman, may Allah
protect them, and the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, which gave an inter-
national dimension to the reconciliation.

Photo 1: King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud Brings the Views of the Ethiopian
and Eritrean Presidents Closer and Asks Them to Reconcile.
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that these measures do not prejudice the
rights of the parties and their legal status.
The Security Council should take into
account even their demands, which may
have given rise to the conflict in the first
place, so that the negligence of one party
should have serious consequences for the
negligent party (International Law, 7/40).
In intervening between the conflicting
countries to impose reconciliation, the
international law saw to it that its proce-
dures and measures should not involve the
use of arms and force, while sanctioning
all possible measures such as the partial
or complete cessation of economic rela
tions, rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic,
wireless, and other means of communi-
cation as well as the severance of diplo-
matic relations (International Law, 7/40).
Undoubtedly, these measures are not easy
for the conflicting countries, once they are
imposed on them, so they have a strong
and effective impact in deterring them
and exerting influence on them as stated
economically and politically. Indeed,
cutting off all sea, land, and air routes may
move the recalcitrant party to submit to
reconciliation, stop conflict, and achieve
Security.

Reconciliation |s Better Than the
Judicial Solution

These measures may not be sufficient
or deterrent to stop the conflict and estab-
lish security between the two states, so the
international law of the United Nations
authorized the Security Council to use
force through air, sea, and land forces,
and to take the necessary actions to main-
tain international peace and security or

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

to restore it. Demonstrations, sieges, and
other operations may be dealt with by the
air, sea, or land forces of the members of
the United Nations (International Law,
42).

And if we take, for example, the efforts
of the Security Council in order to achieve
security through reconciliation in one of
the severest cases of armed conflicts the
world has witnessed, i.e., the Iran-Irag
war, the ferocity of which was such that
each party wanted to annihilate its oppo-
nent since the conflict having an anti-
guarian sectarian hue and dating back
to the era of the Ottoman Caliphate, the
United Nations issued Resolution No. 598
that ended the war. This resolution was
compatible with the international inter-
ests as well as those of the two parties
(Al-Hamaydah, 16). This conciliation is
often expressed by international law in
treaties, which regulate cases that have
not been previoudy regulated by interna-
tional law. Cases regulated by the internal
law of statesthey prevail over the internd
law of states in the event of a conflict.
Treaties take precedence over internal law
(Nasr, 161). This is to give internationa
law strength in achieving security and
ending conflict. Indeed, good international
friendly relations are a basic requirement
of the principles of human rights, in addi-
tion to commitment to reconciliation and
its clauses concluded in treaties in case
of war, as stated in the preamble to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
“it is essential to promote the develop-
ment of friendly relations between states’
(Preamble to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, 1948). This is aso supe-

39
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request with acceptance, and rely on

his Lord, for from that shall accrue

many benefits. First and foremost,

peace is required at all times, and if

it was they who started the conflict,

then it is even right and proper to

answer them to peace. Other benefits

include regaining of strength, readi-

ness to fight them at another time, if

necessary, and that if you reconcile

and feel secure from each other, and

each of you is able to know what the

other is like, then Idam will reign

supreme. For whosoever has reason,

insight, and fairness, then he must

prefer it over other religions, because

of its good code of commands and

prohibitions, just treatment of human

beings. And when they realize that

there is no oppression or injustice

in I1slam, then those who desire to

follow it will increase. Such peace

will help the Mudims against the

unbelievers. Peace can have a down-

side, however, when it is used by

the unbelievers to decelve Mudlims,

and seize the opportunity to plot evil
against them (Al-Saadi, 1/243).

Reconciliation is a genuine Idamic

approach to achieving security for a

Musdlim stateinitsrelations with its neigh-

boring countries, because Isam favors

peace over war, even if war would bring

benefits. Indeed, one of the fundamental

principles of the |slamic approach to peace

is that offering peace is not the exclusive

prerogative of Muslims, even when they

are strong. Thus, if the other warring

party offered peace, then the Prophet is

commanded by Allah to accept the offer,

even if war was proceeding in his advan-
tage. Thisis but an aspect of the liberality
of Islam and its kindness to non-Muslims
even when they are armed fighters against
Muslims.

It was the habit of the Prophet — may
Allah’s blessings and peace be upon him
— when sending his armies to other land
to conquer them and bring them under the
banner of Islam, to order his soldiers to
initiate reconciliation and peace and not to
initiate a fight until the other side does.

Economic Benefits of Reconciliation
International law established the bonds
of friendly relations and rejected conflict
between states, so it stood firmly against
wars, even when threatening to wage wars
in order to achieve security between states.
Even acts of aggression are prohibited in
international law. In order to prevent such
acts, international law has taken strict
measures. Article 39 of Chapter Seven of
the Private International Law statesthat in
cases of threatsto the peace, breach of it, or
aggression, “ The Security Council decides
whether there hasbeen athreat to the peace
or a breach of the peace or whether what
happened was an act of aggression, and
givesitsrecommendationsor decideswhat
measures should be taken in accordance
with the provisions of Articles 41 and 42
to preserve international peace and secu-
rity or restore it to normal” (International
Law, 7/39). The international system has
taken it upon itself to strive to stop conflict
and achieve security, by preparing the two
parties to submit to reconciliation, and for
this it may take all temporary measures it
deems necessary or advisable, provided
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diately and the results are presented. The
Commission was so fair even with the
perpetrators that it accepted requests for
pardon submitted by them. In dealing with
Issues, the Reconciliation Commission
offered reconciliation and satisfaction to
the victims, believing that the enforcement
of justice on the perpetrators will open old
wounds and the desire for revenge, and it
costs alot of effort, money, and time, and
it has set conditions for amnesty for the
perpetrators, without which reconciliation
cannot be completed. National reconcilia-
tion contributed to achieving security, and
then the state was able to build national
unity among the different strata of society,
including blacks, Asians, whites, and such
religious groups as Muslims and Chris-
tians, which were also conflicting. Recon-
ciliation also contributed to the concerted
efforts of all in addressing their problems
and improving the environment and al
services for the benefit of society.

The victims were able to forgive their
former oppressors, because they found
justice and their conditions improved,
especialy when the violators recognized
their mistakes and their desire to change
their behavior, build a new life for them
based on justice and tolerance and bear
moral responsibility for their previous
deeds (Ignatieff, 247-249). In nationa
reconciliation, it is important to turn the
pages of the painful past of human rights
violations by providing preconditions that
guarantee non-return to the past, with the
need to give legal and constitutional force
to reconciliation and its terms.

The experience of the Equity and
Reconciliation Commission in Morocco

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

was also crowned with success in which
high human values triumphed, as it was
the first experience in the Arab world.
The Advisory Council for Human Rights,
which recommended the establishment of
the Equity and Reconciliation Commis-
sion, had a maor role in establishing
security and stability, due to its policy of
reconciliation in its approach, and due to
the fact that its decisions were by mutual
consent or by magjority (Karimi, 300-301).

Reconciliation for Achieving
External Security
Reconciliation in Islamic Law

Idamic law has always been keen
on peace and reconciliation rather than
entering into wars. As Allah says, “And
if they incline to peace, then incline to it,
and put your trust in Allah. Indeed, He is
All-Hearing, All-Knowing” (8, 61).

On the authority of Tabari, Imam
Ibn Katheer says in commenting on the
above verse, “ Allah has warned His noble
Prophet —may Allah’s blessings and peace
be upon him — that should he fear betrayal
or treachery from a group of people,
he should then renounce their covenant
and declare war on them, but if they are
inclined to peace, then he should incline
to it. Then, they are either to enter Islam,
pay tribute, or enter into a peaceful cove-
nant” (1bn Katheer, 184/2). Imam Al-Saadi
comments on this verse:

if belligerent infidels are inclined
to peace and wish to desist
from fighting, then the Prophet
Muhammad is commanded to recip-
rocate and put his trust in Allah. In
other words, he should meet their
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for which all effective joint measures are
taken to prevent the causes and aspectsthat
threaten and violate peace (The Objectives
and Principles of the Commission, 1/1).

Conflicts within states may last for a
long time, and their causes may differ
from one society to another. In one
society, they may be based on religious,
ethnic, geographical, or other reasons that
may cause disagreement and rift between
peoples. Called “internal conflict,” these
may involve bloody violence that takesthe
lives of innocent people in large numbers
and may extend for many years, and can
only get worse with time. The parties to
the conflict may be unequal in strength and
power, and thus one may destroy the other,
or the stronger party may exercise tyranny
and bleed the weaker party to exhaustion
for decades. Thus, reconciliation looms as
the only way to end the dispute, achieve
security, return to normal, and achieve
stability. Only then can countries begin
sustainable devel opment.
Successful Experiences of
Reconciliation

The world has witnessed successful
experiences of such reconciliation to
resolve conflicts that resulted in the
creation of new experiences, including the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission as
an experiment for reconciliation in South
Africa, whichwasestablishedin December
of 1995 under National Unity Law No. 34,
which was the result of dialogues between
political forces and relevant parties, espe-
cially victims and their representatives.
South Africa witnhessed a long period of
internal conflict, due to racism, between
the white population and the black popu-

lation, in which the former was superior
in arms, strength, and power, but with few
numbers, while the latter was abundant in
numbers, but inferior in arms, strength,
and power to confront racial segregation
geographically and legally with inhuman
practices committed by the tyrannical
white minority over the mgjority of blacks.

The new government of South Africa
wanted to end racism and heal the rift
between its black and white citizens,
so it had to completely change many of
the existing laws and imposed customs,
develop the economy, and bring about
more change in society and the state.
Hence the idea of establishing a constitu-
tional court and a human rights commis-
son. The state focused on providing
protection to the public and improving
the situation for the black mgority in al
sectors of health, housing, education, agri-
cultural reform, and granting opportunities
to small projects. These improvements
coincided with forming the Reconcilia-
tion Commission from the various strata
of society by selecting 17 members repre-
senting human rights activists, journal-
ists, clerics, historians and psychologists,
who formed three committees, 1) Human
Rights Violation Committee; 2) Genera
Member Committee; 3) Rehabilitation
Reunification Committee (Ignatieff, 2005
AD, 247-249).

In addition to the investigation unit
to support the first two committees, the
Commission had several lofty goals, the
most prominent of which was to fully
listen to victims of torture in public
sessions in which they narrate al their
suffering, and they are investigated imme-
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and how to act in the event of a conflict
by offering reconciliation first and even
enforcing it. If one party to the conflict
rejects reconciliation, then fighting it
becomes a necessity—as a way of disci-
plining it. Allah says, “If two parties
among the Believers fall into a quarrel,
make peace between them, but if one of
them transgresses beyond bounds against
the other, then fight against the one that
transgresses until it complies with the
command of Allah; but if it complies, then
make peace between themwith justice, and
be fair, for Allah loves those who are fair
and just” (49: 9). Though thislega ruling
may apply at the local level, it can also
apply at the international level between
neighboring Muslim countries should the
need arise.

Reconciliation in International Law
Reconciliationinlocal disputeswithina
single state requiresgreat collective efforts
on the part of the state, the conflicting
factions, and even society as a whole,
including intellectuals and historians who
try to prevent raking up the painful past
and returning to ancient history for the
purpose of reviving old vendettas. Their
task should be to block conflicting iden-
tities from resurfacing and to promote
cultural interaction, for livinginthetrauma
of past suffering makes people politically
lockedintheir painful past, unableto move
forward. It is necessary to provide a schol-
arly background to transcend past history
and reduce its incendiary potential, while
adhering to reconciliation and human
rights, restoring the dignity of the victims,
giving them psychological redress for the

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

suffering and pain they went through, and
helping them to overcome it. On the other
hand, dealing with criminals by pardoning
them once they demonstrate a genuine
sense of remorse for what they did, with
the confirmed belief that they will not
repeat their criminal deeds. Accountability
is not only judicial, but human, ethical,
emotional and social (Masarra, 269).

The principles of international law
have also alowed reconciliation in local
disputes, and its rules impose justice and
the redlization of rights for individuals
before their national authorities regarding
the violations that occur to them that may
force them to complain before interna
tional courts (Manna, 148). Article 13
of the European Convention on Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms stipu-
lates that individuals whose rights under
the Convention have been violated “have
the right to an effective remedy before
a national authority” (The International
Covenant of Civil and Political Rights of
1969/5).

International law also encourages states
to peacefully resolve local conflictswithin
their borders through regional arrange-
ments and regional agencies, but this
should be at the behest of the concerned
states, or by referral to them by the Secu-
rity Council (Regional Regulations 8/52).

In light of the international system’s
encouragement of nationa reconcili-
ation within states to achieve security
and peace in them, many reconciliations
have emerged within the states in which
conflicts occur, in order to reach the main
goal of international law, which is to
achieve international peace and security,
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Rights). It was necessary to create an
atmosphere of peace, which only comes
through reconciliation and compromise
not through arms and disagreement.

Reconciliation for Achieving
Internal Security
Reconciliation in Islamic Law

The Messenger of Allah —may Allah's
blessings and peace be upon him — was
keen to establish a good relationship in
his new Mudim state, whether among
Muslims or non-Muslims, based on recon-
ciliation and tolerance. So, when hearrived
inMedina, hesigned peacetreatieswithits
residents, including Jews. Ibn Hisham said
that “lbn Ishag says, “The Messenger of
Allah, may Allah’s blessings and peace be
upon him, made a pact between the Muha-
jireen and the Ansar, in which he gave
his covenant to the Jews’ (Ibn Hisham,
571). This explains why scholars praised
the Prophet’s approach to peace and his
appreciation of its role in establishing an
ordered, conflict-free society. Muhammad
Hamidullah says, “When the Messenger,
may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon
him, migrated to Medina, he found several
Jewish tribes there, so he made a pact with
them, and they entered into a consensual
state” (Hamidullah, 1948, p. 194). The
fundamental principle of this state was the
desire of Muslims to cooperate sincerely
with the Jews in Medina, so that tran-
quility would reign in the city (Al-Bouti,
1990, p. 160).

The covenant included clauses clari-
fying the rights of each party. Regarding
reconciliation, it states, “And that if any
murder or quarrel takes place among the

people of this covenant, from which any
trouble may be feared, it shall be referred
toAllah and HisMessenger; and Allah will
be with him who will be most particular
about what is written in this covenant and
act on it most faithfully.... And if they are
invited to any peace, they also shall offer
peace and shall be a party to it; and if they
invite the believers to some such affairs,
it shal be their (Muslims) duty as well to
reciprocate the dealings, excepting that
any one makes a religious war” (Al-Bay-
hagi, 8/106). Its main goal was to achieve
security through conciliation. Thus, the
covenant states, “And that this covenant
gives no protection to whoever doeswrong
or sins, and that he is safe whoever wishes
to leave or stay in Medina, and that Allah
and His Messenger are the protectors of
those who are righteous’ (Ibn Shaybah,
Al-Bayhaqgi, 2/769). Reconciliation, not
fighting and war, is the shortest path to
security. War only fans the flames of
conflict, deepens rifts, bequeaths nothing
but grudges, and engenders nothing but
the spirit of revenge.

There is no doubt that revenge is an
innate human instinct mobilized in case
oneis assaulted or harmed, no matter how
polite and well brought up he might be.
However, he may be inclined to pardon
and reconciliation if he can gain back
his rights (Awdah, 549). So, Allah made
pardon and reconciliation closer to piety
than retaliation and wresting rights by
force. He, Glory be to Him, said, “And if
you pardon is nearest to righteousness” (2:
237).

The Holy Quran has shown the impor-
tance of internal reconciliation in the state
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sets guarantees, rights, and duties for the
two parties in conflict. This third party
may be from the state itself, but it must
be acceptable to both parties in order to
lead them to negotiations and peace. I nter-
national law has assumed that whoever
intervenes to undertake reconciliation
should be in accordance with a political
approach and under the framework of the
United Nations and the Security Council
in line with its legal controls, and not to
serve specific goals that result in injustice
and an increasein international or regional
conflicts and rivalries. Rather, its goas
must be lofty, aiming to stop the interna
fighting in accordance with the requests
of the victims and their families. In other
words, reconciliation is to be sought for
the sake of human dignity and creating a
livelihood in security and peace (Al-Dai-
lami, 126).

International law stipulates that all
peaceful, diplomatic, and conciliatory
means should be given precedence in
resolving disputes between states before
resorting to the use of force restricted
by the permission of the UN Security
Council, with the exception of cases of
self-defense (Al-Nisour and Majdi, 143).
The preamble to the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights states,
“The peoples of the United Nations have
reaffirmed in the Charter their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human person, and in
the equal rights of men and women, and
have resolved to promote social progress
and to raise the standard of lifein alarger
aimosphere of freedom.” International
law aims to help individuals achieve their

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

dignity and live in peace and provides a
set of rights that would secure social prog-
ress, and that would raise the standard of
living away from conflicts and disputes.
Thus, it is clear that only through peace it
Is possible to achieve security, and avoid
the use of weapons and force which result
in destruction and death.

International law provides the oppor-
tunity to human beings to reconcile and
atain their rights by peaceful means, in
their pursuit to end injustice and tyranny
by all means, even if that means the use
of weapons and killing. International law
says, “Whereas it is necessary for the
law to undertake the protection of human
rights so that one will not be compelled in
the end to rebel against tyranny and injus-
tice” (Preamble to the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, 1948). Needless to
say, entering into conflicts is not an easy
matter, due to the dire consequences that
harm humanity, cause calamities, and lead
toloss of life.

A noble goal of international law was
to reduce the consequences of a life of
terror, hardship and poverty, and its desire
to eliminate all forms of chaos that would
inflict all kinds of material, moral, and
physica harm on people. This aspira-
tion was aso confirmed by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, “Whereas
the neglect and contempt for human rights
has led to barbaric acts that harmed the
human conscience, and the goal of what
the general public aspired to was the emer-
gence of a world in which the individua
enjoys freedom of speech and belief and
is freed from fear and poverty” (Preamble
to the Universa Declaration of Human
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Muhammad valorized reconciliation as an
Islamic pillar not only in people’'s dealings
with each other, but aso in the dealings
of the Mudlim state when signing peace
treaties with non-Muslims. The Prophet
Muhammad, may Allah’'s blessings and
peace be upon him, said, “Reconciliation
IS permissible among Mudlims, unless it
outlaws what is lawful, or sanctions what
is outlawed” (Sunan Abi Dawood, 3/304).

This hadith is an authentic legal basis
in Islam, sanctioning reconciliation and
giving it precedence over strife and arbi-
tration. That is why Allah, Glory be to
Him, described reconciliation in the Holy
Quran as follows, “And indeed recon-
ciliation is best” (4: 128). As the juris-
prudentia principle has it, “All things, a
priori, are permissible unlessin the case of
explicit prohibition” (Al-Zuhaili, 2/813).
This genera rule applies to everything, be
it aword, adeed, gaining an advantage, or
avoiding adisadvantage. So, reconciliation
is permissible and sanctioned so long as it
in accord with the Ilamic law, i.e., neither
doesit outlaw what islawful, nor sanctions
what is outlawed. On the contrary, peace
IS desirable in the eyes of Allah when it
achieves security by preserving lives from
extrgjudicia killing, and helps to preserve
homes and facilities. He saysin His Holy
Book, “When he turns his back his aim
everywhere is to spread mischief through
the earth and destroy crops and cattle.
But Allah loves not mischief” (2: 205).
On the authority of Mujahid, Ibn Katheer
says, “Allah frowns upon him who does
mischief” (1/205).

Indeed, Islam exalted reconciliation to
a higher level than the obligatory acts of

worship. The Prophet Muhammad asked
his Companions, “Should | not tell you
about something nobler intheeyesof Allah
than fasting, praying, and almsgiving?’
They said, “O, please do, Messenger of
Allah!” Inreply, hesaid, “Itispeacemaking
[among Musdlims], for rancor [among
them] severs al bonds’ (Imam Ahmad,
Abu Dawood, and Tirmithi, 2509).

The Prophet, may Allah’'s blessings
and peace be upon him, founded his
nascent state on the pillars of reconcilia-
tion and tolerance among its members.
Thus, he succeeded in putting an end to
guarrels, then rife due to tribal fanaticism
and conflicts, and set up an exemplary
state, for the whole world to see, based
on the Islamic concept of brotherhood—
that goes beyond the ties of blood and
lineage—and total altruism, as exempli-
fied through the fraternity he established
between the Muhajireen and the Ansar in
Medina (Al-Sulaiman, 184).

Reconciliation is of paramount impor-
tance, as it results in cordiality as well
as the cessation of enmity and rivalry
(Al-Osaimi, 67/24). The Caiph Othman
Ibn Affan —may Allah be pleased with him
—advised judgesin his own days to give
priority to conciliation in cases presented
to them, “Return the opponents until they
reconcile, for nothing discharges a grudge
from breasts like reconciliation” (Ibn
Shaybah, Al-Bayhaqji, 2/769).

L egal and Binding For ce of
Reconciliation

Reconciliation is often not possible
without the intervention of a third party,
especidly in international disputes. It
brings opposite points of view closer and
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Rationalefor the Study

1. Difficulty to reach asolution to inter-
national disputes.

2. The difficulty to reach a solution
that satisfies both parties to
the conflict.

3. The value of reconciliation in
bridging the gap between the two
parties.

4. National security depends on the
well-being of people and the stability
of states.

5. Finding aternatives to a judicia
solution to disputes.

6. Highlighting Saudi Arabia's skill
In peacemaking between countries
inside and outside borders.

| mportance of the Study

1. The large number of individua
and international disputes and the
difficulty of reaching a solution
to them.

2. Reconciliation is a pressing need to
reduce international conflicts and
their tragic consequences.

3. Security is the cornerstone in any
country’s economic prosperity and
development.

4. Demonstrating  the  possibility
of reaching consensus and unity
through reconciliation.

5. Thejudicia decision may not be the

final word in the dispute.
. Reducing armed military conflicts.
7. The existence of successful recon-
ciliation experiments carried out by

Saudi Arabia

8. The gpeed of
resolving disputes.

(o2}

reconciliation in

A Comparative Study between Islamic Law and International Law

Problem of the Study

This paper revolves around a legal
problem dealing with the high number of
internal conflicts as well as international
disputes, and the desire of both interna
law and international law to achieve peace
and security. States usually seek to end
disputes and set differences by litigation
beforetheinternational court to obtainjudi-
cia rulings, which are then enforced. At
international level, countries at war resort
to international and criminal arbitration to
resolve disputes and armed conflicts that
would cause human and material damage.
S0, can peace guarantee achieve security
inside and outside the state?

Assumptions of the Study

1. What is the impact of reconciliation
on achieving security in societies
and countries?

2. What legal force do the reconcilia-
tion terms have and how binding are
they to both parties?

3. What is the effect of reconciliation
on achieving the external security of
states?

4. What are the successful experiences
of reconciliation in the world?

5. What is the economic benefit of
reconciliation?

6. Does reconciliation have a better
effect on achieving a solution to
disputes than the judicial solution?

I mportance of Reconciliation in
Islamic Law and I nternational Law
I mpact of Reconciliation in Achieving
Security in Societies and States

The honorable Sunnah of the Prophet




w
o

Issue No. (10) May 2023 / Shawwal 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

to protect their external security. So, the use of force was the best way to maintain
the internal and external security of states. Nonetheless, despite all these measures,
disputes and conflicts erupted at the internal and external levels, and the armed
force has not been effective to achieve security in most cases. Reconciliation between
the parties to the conflict may be an ideal solution to stop conflicts and bloodshed,
and preserve gains and assets. Therefore, reconciliation and peace are important,
and once implemented either at an individual or state level they will satisfy the
contestants’ hearts, please their souls, and comfort their thoughts. Indeed, even
states and armies need to resort to reconciliation in order to get out of crises and
calamities in peace, and to distance themselves from every imminent danger and
looming evil. Reconciliation is the prerequisite of safety, and divine laws attended
to its realization. Islam in particular so exalted peace that it was reciprocated with
the highest award and the best atonement. Allah says in the Holy Quran, “In most
of their secret talks there is no good, but if one exhorts to a deed of charity or justice
or conciliation between people, secrecy is permissible, to him who does this, seeking
the good pleasure of Allah, We shall soon give a reward of the highest value” (4:
114). Recognizing the immense importance of reconciliation, | have elected to study
this topic, hoping to contribute to the dissemination of peace.
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International Law

Dr. Moataz bin ShehataAl-Yanbaawi  Saudi Arabia

| ntroduction

There is no doubt that security is a basic requirement for humanity included in
Islamic law, human rights law, and all national laws. Article 3 of the 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights states, “Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and
security of person.” The right to security was also confirmed by all international
covenants. The first International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights stipulated
that, “Everyone has the right to liberty and security of his person” (1966, Article
9). It can be said that security is the pillar of rights and the lifeblood of states. It is
not possible for human beings to obtain the rest of their rights without providing
security. Development will only come by providing security, freedom, movement,
and education.

Islamic Law made security an uncompromising quest so much so that it has
precedence over faith, “For the covenants of security and safeguard enjoyed by
the Quraish, Their covenants covering journeys by winter and summer, Let them
adore the Lord of this House, Who provides them with food against hunger, and
with security against fear of danger” (106: 1-4). People will not be able to perform
their rituals and go to mosques unless there is security, nor will they perform Hajj
and move between holy sites unless there is security.

And Allah, all glory be to Him, gave precedence to security over the creation
of man. He says in the Holy Quran, “By the Fig and the Olive, And the Mount
of Sinai, And this City of security, We have indeed created man in the best of
moulds” (95: 1-4). Imam Al Tabari, may Allah have mercy on him, explained that
the city of security means “that it is secure against its enemies” (Tafsir al-Tabari
1415 AH, 4/597).

There is no doubt that states strive to provide security for their people; that is
why they created internal security agencies to provide security, and formed armies
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Abstract

This paper examines the importance of peace in Islamic and international
law, and the extent to which it achieves security within states as well as abroad.
Islamic law recognises conflict as an inherent human characteristic. God in the
Holy Quran says, “And if your RABB had willed, He could have surely made the
Mankind one Nation, But they will not cease to dispute: Except those on whom
your RABB has blessed with His Mercy, and for that He has created them. And
Perfect is the Word of your RABB to be fulfilled, “Verily I will fill the Hell-
Jahanam with Jinns and Humans all together” [11: 118-119]. There is no doubt
that conflict is a cause that can destabilize security, and create unrest within the
state, either among individuals or family, or between the state and individuals,
who resort to resolving their differences either, a) by demagoguery that will
cause more problems as well as material, human, and psychological losses; b)
or through the judiciary whose solutions may not be satisfactory to either party,
as it frustrates their aspirations (thus, conflicts, grudges, and vengeful tendencies
will continue); c) or by resorting to force and the use of arms.

Things are not different in international affairs, as international disputes
between countries may cause wars, political unrest, and hidden revenge by
supporting terrorism and extremist groups. Resorting to international judiciary
may not resolve disputes in a speedy manner, and thus relying on and accepting
reconciliation would achieve political stability and security for the state,
which will reflect positively on the prosperity of its citizenry. Entering a war
is a waste of resources, lives, and livelihoods, not to mention the destruction
of infrastructure and vital installations. Countries waste astronomical riches in
wars to achieve external security and to arm their armies, while at the same time
they also need to finance their internal security. If reconciliation, as a peaceful
solution, is satisfactory to all parties, then it can restore rights, and both parties to
the conflict are bound by the agreement reached.

Keywords: Peace Treaties, Islamic Law, International Law, Security,
Stability.
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SD, and no sustai nable peace without
development.

The godls of HA in the field of SD
can only be achieved through a joint
cooperation between international
organizations. Each organization
has its competence in addressing the
crisis in the affected areas and soli-
darity congtitutes one of the develop-
ment indicators in line with Vision
2030.

The need to employ the latest means
of technology in HA, where tech-
nology isin line with Vision 2030.
The need to involve young people,
together with women and men in
HA.

Recommendations
- Humanitarian groups must should

focus their efforts in following up
on the affected areas of the world by

0
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A Study on Interdependence Mechanisms to Achieve Sustainable Development by 2030

identifying hotbeds of violence to
guarantee peacebuilding and devel-
opment, especialy in light of the
changes taking place in the world at
the political and economic levels.
The need to establish HA groups in
the Islamic world in line with UN
organizations, with the aim of facil-
itating the achievement of SD goals
and their inclusiveness by 2030.
Cdlingfor linking HA to the concept
of sustainability to the ones of devel-
opment and peace. Thiswould estab-
lish a broader humanitarian, social
and economic view since the current
material technical support offers
only temporary solutions.

Open channels of communication
and dialogue between donors and
humanitarian groups, so that views
can be exchanged in crisis and emer-
gency Situations.
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and education) (Sustaining
Peace through Decent Work and
Employment, 2020).

7. Gender equaity and women's

right and role in peacebuilding
through the operationalization of the
Women's Peace and Humanitarian
Fund, which includes improving the
economic and social recovery and
political participation of women and
girlsin peacebuilding contexts.

8. Non-racial discrimination in the

humanitarian mission, creating an
enabling environment for peace-
building and advancing the achieve-
ment of SD goals.

. Humanitarian missions are matched

by initiatives of real will on the part
of local security agencies and the
United Nations to stop the conflict
in order to provide the appropriate
atmosphere for sustainable peace.

Figure 1: A comprehensive development plan and itsrelationship to peacebuilding and therole of HA.

Relationship between Peace-Building

and Development:

» No Sustainable Devel opment without
Sustainable Peace

» No Sustainable Peace without
Sustainable Devel opment
Responsive to Conflict

Relationship between Humanitarian
Work and Peace-building:
Humanity Crisis Risk Reduction

Peace-Building in the Euture

The tripartite relationship between humanity,
decent work, and peace-building:
Addressing the key causes of conflict as
pathways to development and peace
Creating economic opportunities,
promoting social cohesion,
and reducing feelings of
injustice through
decent

employment . .
- Humanitarian Aid

Developmental

Cooperation
Employment and Good
Jobs Programs

Creating groundwork and
immediate opportunities
for people

Humanitarian/ Developmental Relationship:
Direct Livelihoods and Good Labors Lead to Sustainable Devel opment

Source: (https.//www.un.org/)

Outcomes of the Study tific and field levels. Thistrilogy isa
The outcomes of this study are the prerequisite for achieving SD goals
following: in areas affected by crises, conflicts,

* Thereis arelationship between HA,
development and peace at the scien-

epidemics and diseases.
» No peace can be achieved without
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on alarge scale in and around these coun-
triesto meet theimmediate needsresulting
from political crises (https.//arabstates.
unwomen.org).

The mission of humanitarian groups
IS to achieve security and peace in the
world in a sustainable manner through the
following proposed steps:

1. Directing globa development and
humanitarian programs towards
achieving internal social cohesion
instead of dividing and marginal-
izing it. Thiscan only be achieved by
following the previous mechanisms.

2. Forming peacebuilder teams within
humanitarian groups to accompany
humanitarian and  development
Initiatives, so that these teams work
to identify hotbeds of conflict, and
create a stream of social relations
between affected people, including
the displaced.

3. The establishment of the Peace-
building Fund was recently provided
for by the United Nations supervised
by its international bodies. This will
will aso support humanitarian initia-
tives in order to provide peace in
tasks and help create opportunities
for security and stability.

4. The joint cooperation between the
organizations of the United Nations
system, including the World Bank,
the regional economic commissions,
non-governmental organizations and
local citizens, Peacebuilding has
played a prominent role in United
Nations operations in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Cambodia, Kosovo,
Liberia and Mozambique, as well

as in Afghanistan, Burundi, Irag,
Sierra Leone and East Timor. More
recently, the United Nations Mission
in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE)
has been an example of peace-
building between States (https://
Www.un.org/).

. Support the creation of decent jobs

and immediate livelihoods through
humanitarian responses, especialy
for youth and women, which must
be used as an investment in long-
term development, which is the
mission of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) https.//www.ilo.
org/ ILO), and this will build peace
among local communities.

. Linking the economic development

of humanitarian groups with peace,

through:

- Support economic and insti-
tutional recovery through
conflict-sensitive public sector
policies related to peacebuilding,
institutional support for the busi-
ness environment and investment
climate.

- Support the sustainable manage-
ment of natural  resources
(including land and extractive
industries) and climate change,
and the equitable distribution and
conservation of water resources.

- Restoration and rehabilitation of
pre-existing infrastructure and
facilities, and construction of
basic infrastructure in the after-
math of the emergency (e.g. roads,
bridges, irrigation, water, sanita-
tion, shelter, hedth, care services
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at the level of food provision. This
strategy is based on priorities such
as non-discrimination and equality
between individuals and target
groups, depoaliticization of food HA,
trangparency in the implementation
of action, and the involvement of
actors, including donors, volunteers
and initiators, in the framework of
collective action.

4. Encouraging humanitarian  food
initiatives, such as. enabling victims
to produce their food needs and
provide them with the necessary
production inputs, and distributing
storable foodstuffs in the form of
various and integrated food baskets
sufficient for one family for several
months; prioritizing foodstuffs with
high nutritional capacity and easily
storable, for example with the estab-
lishment of bakeries, provided that
they are close to the residence of
refugees and displaced persons to
secure the bread in large quantities
and to avoid logistical difficulties;
establishing and operating chari-
table kitchens close to the residence
of refugees and displaced persons to
provide meals in appropriate quanti-
tiesfor familiesinneed; andinvolving
beneficiaries in asset management
that contribute to enhancing their
resilience and meeting their food
needs (Qatar Charity, https.//www.
gcharity.org).

5. Directing the anti-poverty strategy to
social self-protection. This directive
constitutes the ability of poor groups
to invest in themselves and their

needs provided by humanitarian
groups, thus achieving sustainable
food security, and creating jobs and
production.

6. Formulating employment policy
to reduce poverty and secure food
sources. This goal can only be
achieved in cooperation between
national authorities and relevant
international organizations, as this
process is carried out by integrating
the individua into employment at
al levels and trends. This eliminates
inaction and dependence on human-
itarian initiatives only, and encour-
ages participation and cooperation
since it eradicates poverty on the one
hand and provides sources of local
income on the other. This is one of
the goals of HA in accordance with
Vision 2030.

Transition from HA and
Development to Peace

The United Nations Vision 2030 for
SD has prioritized peace and security as
the cornerstone of SD. Regional peace and
security inthe Arab countries has been one
of its priority It has been one of its priority
since 2011 due to the increasing number
of conflicts, political crises and disasters
have increased, leading to the displace-
ment of about 17.7 million people from
various Arab countries (Yemen, Libya,
Syria, lraq, and Paestine) in the past
decade. Thisisout of atotal of 70 million
displaced people around the world and
governments are looking for a peaceful
solution to conflicts while, simultane-
ously, humanitarian responses are working
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7. Involve patients in measuring
and improving quality, adopting a
philosophy of inclusive work prac-
tice, implementing the patient’s
vison as a partner in providing
care, and committing to the avail-
ability of data, and using it to
demonstrate the effectiveness and
safety of care.

8. Follow the collaborative approach
between humanitarian  groups
(OECD, World Bank, and WHO)
in the delivery of health services
and care creates dynamism in
work and supports material and
moral capacity to cope with public
health damage.

9. Didtribute  medicines  equi-
tably in the world to cope with
epidemics and diseases such as
the COVID-19 pandemic, Ebola,
malaria, and other diseases that
continue to claim human lives at
high rates daily.

10. Protect medical staff who carry out
their health work in an atmosphere
of violence and insecurity, and this
can only be achieved by providing
integrated security  protection,
especiadly in areas of conflicts,
which is a prerequisite for the
sustainability of health care.

Food Security and Poverty Reduction

The researcher defines poverty as.
lack of income or resources or the guar-
antee of a sustainable source of liveli-
hood, as its manifestationsinclude hunger,
malnutrition, reduced access to education
and basic services, in addition to social
discrimination, exclusion from society and

lack of opportunitiesto participate in deci-
sion-making.

In the 2015 UN report, more than 736
million people lived below the interna-
tiona poverty line, and about 10 percent
of the world's population (before the
COVID-19 pandemic) lived in extreme
poverty, struggling to meet basic needs,
such as hedth care, education, drinking
water, and sanitation. 122 women of 25-34
age group were in poverty among every
100 men of the same age group, and more
than 160 million children are now at risk
of extreme poverty by 2030 (https://www.
un.org/).

These indicators are alarming. The
eradication of poverty is one of the main
task of humanitarian groups and one of the
main goals of SD in the world. It consti-
tutes one of the greatest globa challenge
facing the world today. In this context,
we propose the following mechanisms to
achieve comprehensive food security in
the affected areas:

1. Identifying the affected areas in
which humanitarian food work needs
to be carried out. This helpsto facil-
itate implementation and application
avoiding waste funds and available
capabilities.

2. Cooperation and continuous coordi-
nation between international, local
organizations and donor countries
within the framework of developing
a comprehensive and sustainable
budget to provide food needs even
in case of emergency, and to prevent
imbalances in funding and supply.

3. Formulating a long-term strategy in
line with the changes taking place

19



—
(o]

Issue No. (10) May 2023 / Shawwal 1444

The International Journal of

Humanitarian Studies

an important role in disaster and post-con-
flict relief and support efforts to achieve
peace. Education can aso help child
soldiers, internally displaced persons,
refugees and people affected by emergen-
cies integrate into society and overcome
the negative effects of emergencies on
them.

Healthcare and Services

Health care and the provision of health
services to people in areas affected by
crises, conflicts and natural disasters
is one of the main principles in HA for
humanitarian groups in the world, and
this is what the World Health Organiza-
tion emphasized in its slogan: “Dedicated
to the well-being of all people and guided
by science, the World Health Organization
leads and champions global effortsto give
everyone, everywhere an equal chance to
live a healthy life’ (https.//www.who.int).
Healthcare is also a requirement in inter-
national humanitarian law and is stipu-
lated in international conventions.

The SDGs underscore the globa
commitment to achieving universal health
coverage by 2030, meaning that all people
and communities everywhere in the world
must have accessto the high-quality health
services they need, whether promotional,
preventive, curative or rehabilitative, or
pain-relieving without facing any finan-
cia hardship.

In light of international crises and
conflictsin many countries (such as Syria,
Yemen, Libya, and someAfrican countries)
in addition to the spread of epidemics and
diseases in many countries of the world,
humanitarian groups must provide high-
quality health services and rehabilitation

care evenin case of emergency, and ensure
the sustainability of health care. This can
only be achieved within the framework of
a comprehensive strategic plan that cals
for the implementation of the following
steps:

Providing appropriate care in a timely
and urgent manner, responding to the
needs of health users while minimizing
damage and waste of resources, and this
would provide quality health services.

The integration of quality mechanisms
in health care institutions can only be done
by relying on several components, such
as. health care workers, health care facili-
ties, medicines, devices and other technol -
ogies, information systems, financing. To
ensure that quality isan integra part from
systems, governments, policymakers,
health system leaders, diseases and physi-
cians must work together to:

1. Ensure a qualified heath work-
force.

2. Ensureexcellenceinal hedthcare
facilities.

3. Ensure the safe and effective use
of medicines, devices and other
technologies.

4. Ensure effective health informa
tion systems.

5. Develop financing mechanisms
that support continuous quality
improvement (WHO, 2019).

6. Involve civil society in the frame-
work of joint cooperation and
active participation in health care,
as this relationship helps to facili-
tate health work and implementa-
tion of carein acomplete and inte-
grated manner.
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goals of SD.

Given the newly escalating complex
crises, many children and young people
will be denied access to formal education
opportunities following crises or conflicts,
and the education of others will be inter-
rupted or perhaps fragmented. This will
likely lead to poor outcomes and lack of
completion of their educational degrees.
However, we know that sustainable access
to quality learning is alifeline in light of
these crises and conflicts that affect the
lives of learners, not only because it is a
sense of stability and hope for the future,
but becauseit offersfruitful waysto get out
of thecycleof crisesand challenges associ-
ated with conflicts. Thisis very important
for humanitarian groups, including donor
countries and organizations. In order to
achieve this in accordance with the HA
plan, the researcher propose the following
mechanisms:

» Planning education according to a
solid strategy commensurate with
the future outlook and with commu-
nity participation in accordance with
mechanisms, laws and policies that
give priority to the continuation of
education in the affected areas.

* Building educational systems for
those affected by crises in the long
term, focusing on quality educa
tion according to the basic elements
(understanding the concept of
education, analyzing the interaction
between context and educational
policies. development, planning, and
delivery). Thiswill reduce the nega-
tive effects and increase the positives
of educational programs and policies

in times of conflict reinforcing the
theory of codified social transforma-
tion (The Inter-agency Network for
Education in Emergencies (INEE),
2021).

e Focusing on building educational
ingtitutions of all sizes, including
educational compounds, commen-
surate with the state of emergency
and crisesin general, and in an atmo-
sphere of security and peace.

e Cooperation and  coordination
between national education author-
ities and humanitarian development
and humanitarian actors, including
humanitarian groups, beneficiaries
and host communities, will help
achieve sustainable quality educa-
tion.

» Connecting education to the Internet
and the officid communication
network in the affected areas would
provide e-learning or what is known
as Emergency Remote Teaching
(ERT), which represents a major
source of information. This would
teach how to use technology systems
in emergency Situations, another step
included in Vision 2030.

» Equality in education for children
and students in general, which
reduces the gap between what is
official national, and what is relief
in times of crisis, as well as a path
towards the sustainability of educa-
tionin HA.

In accordance with these mechanisms,
education contributes to the full develop-
ment and prosperity of all human goals
related to emergencies. Education can play
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Country Type of Humanitarian Response Plan
Pakistan Socio-economic response
Chad Socio-economic and health response

Central African Republic

Socio-economic response

Democratic Republic of the
Congo

South Sudan

Socio-economic response

Socio-economic response

Zimbabwe Socio-economic response
Syria Socio-economic response
That’s mine Socio-economic response
Mozambique Socio-economic response
Myanmar Socio-economic response
Nigeria Socio-economic response

Haitian Creole

Socio-economic response

The five core responsibilities set out
in the humanitarian agenda, when taken
together, can change people’s lives and
dramatically transform the way the global
community deals with human suffering by
preparing for and responding to crises and
developing an integrated plan in line with
the requirements of social and economic
development. The requirements of this
development and its relationship to HA
push us to focus on:

Education

Education is one of the key principles
for the development of societies around
the world, and one of the SD goals (to
ensure quality, equitable and inclu-

sive education and to promote lifelong
learning opportunities for al) (UNESCO,
b, para. 01, 2020). Education is a neces-
sary requirement to be provided in accor-
dance with the rule of justice and equality
globally, as depriving some groups of it is
injustice, inhumane tendency and racia
discrimination that must be fought and
eliminated. The commitment to continue
providing educational services to ensure
that al pupils and students compl ete their
educational journey from pre-school to
primary and basic education to higher
education even in times of conflicts or
crises affecting their education is essential
in committing the global community to the



Humanitarian Action, Development, and Peace in Africa and Asia

A Study on Interdependence Mechanisms to Achieve Sustainable Development by 2030

1. To possess the physical and mental
ability to carry out HA.

2. To be committed to justice and
equality in HA.

3. To possess the scientific and func-
tional qualification that alows the
cognitive ability to conduct and
direct HA.

4. To provide an atmosphere of security
and peace, whether individually or in
cooperation with the relevant secu-
rity agencies.

5. To be familiar with the ABCs of
development, which represents a
basic goal inHA, so asnot to deviate
from purely technical goals.

Transition from HA to SD

One of the main objectives of HA
in accordance with Vision 2030 is
to achieve development in societies
that lack this vital element, especially
in countries affected by wars, civil
conflicts, epidemics and diseases, and

natural disasters. Donor countries and
United Nations humanitarian organiza-
tions have held meeting on this vision.
The recent UN report called for the need
to put HA - that is, the safety, dignity
and right to prosperity - in the deci-
sion-making process at the global level
and put forward a plan for HA in African
and Asian countries. Init it identifies the
main actions and strategic transforma-
tions necessary to achieve this vision.
The report calls on Member States, the
United Nations, humanitarian organiza-
tions and other stakeholders to assume
five basic responsibilities, including:
1. Ensure political leadership capable
of preventing and ending conflicts.
2. Upholding the rules that ensure the
preservation of humanity.
3. Bringing everyone to the cultural
and technical catch.
4. Changing people's lives — from
delivering aid to ending need.
5. Investing in HA (Girard, 2021).

Table 1: Latest UN report on the HA Plan 2021-2022

Country
Ethiopia

Afghanistan

Type of Humanitarian Response Plan

Socio-Economic Response and Recovery Plan

Socio-economic response

Palestine Socio-economic response
Somalia Socio-economic response
Iraq Socio-economic response
Niger Socio-economic response
Yemen Socio-economic response
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Summit and the Grand Bargain to help
reduce fragmentation and increase effec-
tiveness and synergy across the human-
itarian system. These advocacy activi-
ties will focus on strengthening the links
between HA and development program-
ming before, during and after crises
(www.unicef.org) in a smooth manner
that prevents human crises and provides
security and peace for the world’s children
where the sources of wealth and the right
of children to growth and development of
all kinds are shared.

To provide peace and SD in HA, it
was necessary to prioritize health care
service programs, especialy after the
COVID-19 pandemic, in order to avoid
similar threats in the future, and to focus
on building a high technical infrastruc-
ture that provides economy in global
humanitarian services and moves away
from traditional solutions.

M eaningful Joint Cooperation

Meaningful joint cooperation between
donor countries, international organiza-
tions, associations (humanitarian groups)
and civil society is a prerequisite for
achieving a coherent approach between
humanitarian, development and peace.
Cooperation between humanitarian organi-
zations and associations allows the devel-
opment of treatment mechanisms and strat-
egiesfor humanitarian solutions, and crises
and disasters affect geography and people
in general, and this requires cooperation
and coordination between humanitarian
groups, and thisis not limited to adonor or
donation to contributing countries.

Cooperation between humanitarian
groups such as the International Red

Cross, International Red Crescent, Office
of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, UNICEF, World Health Orga-
nization, World Food Programme, United
Nations Development Programme, and
in coordination with civil society creates
a cohesive and strong social system for
affected individuals and communities, and
provides hedlth care, housing, education,
in an atmosphere of security and peace.
This is the main and objective task of
humanitarian groups by 2030.
Developing HA Volunteers Skills

In recent years, the category of volun-
teers and civil society organizations dedi-
cated to crisisresponse has emerged dueto
thewidespread grassrootsresponse, partic-
ularly at the refugee level. While individ-
ualsare awaysmobilized during disasters,
information technology has significantly
increased their ability to organize, network
and fundraise. This was not limited to a
specific region but in many affected areas
around the world. For example, a lot of
ad that arrives in Syria comes through
groups that did not exist a few years ago.
The question of how to work with such
groups, often made up of people with
no humanitarian background or training
(https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org),
which affects humanitarian outcomes and
reduces the chances of development and
peace. Therefore, working groups must
focus on the digibility of volunteers in
HA and the extent of their ability to imple-
ment SD goals in the affected areas of the
world. The conditions for the digibility of
avolunteer in HA include:
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- Environmental conservation
Services: creating awareness
programs, protecting the commu-
nity from pollution, and maintaining
the cleanliness of the environment
(Al-Tarif, 2019).

These services achieve the principles of
devel opment within communities in need,
and provide security and social peace
within countries. On the other hand, HA
is primarily amoral act based on the prin-
ciple of peace and believes in spreading
peace within the framework of providing
the necessary needs to live in a permanent
manner and commensurate with individ-
uals and communities. In this regard, we
emphasi ze the focus on activating the role
of local and regional associations in HA
linking it to international associations and
organizations, within the framework of
the distribution of main tasks and self-as-
signment in providing relief and providing
development possibilities such as educa-
tion, health, housing and various humani-
tarian necessities. It isin this base that the
gainsof SD arerealized.

Revising the Programmes of
| nternational Humanitarian
Development Organizations

This part of the article ams to recon-
sider the main premises and principles of
the devel opment programs of international
humanitarian organizations. Most human-
itarian programs provided by States,
governmental and non-governmental orga-
nizations to individuals and communities
are of a materia technical nature, trying
to dleviate suffering and meet the daily
necessities of food, clothing, and housing
without considering the sustainability of

HA, which means the need to link human-
itarian, relief and development assistance
to the concept of lasting peace.

In 2021, UNICEF decided to improve an
updated international program for children
in line with the requirements of providing
children in countries affected by wars,
conflicts, or natural disasters the peace,
security and development they needed.
UNICEF has begun to gradually implement
the new version of the Core Commitments
for Children in HA globally. The imple-
mentation of this programme was achieved
strengthening its presence with the opening
of country and religional offices and head-
quarters divisions as well as with the help
of local partners. This helped the imple-
mentation of advocacy action aswell asthe
training of managers and staff.

These core commitments also guided
UNICEF s new strategic plan, annual work
plans, emergency response plans, country
programme  documents, performance
reports, and partnerships with governments
and civil society organizations. UNICEF
has invested in building its capacity to
conduct forward-looking risk anaysis
by developing a prospective process that
unifies visions across the organization on
emerging humanitarian situations requiring
expanded preparedness and preparedness
activities. In 2021, UNICEF continued to
improve its ability to anticipate threats to
children around the world and direct its
resourcesto better operational preparedness
and a life-saving response that supports
longer-term development goals.

Globally, UNICEF will continue to
advocate for the implementation of the
commitments of the World Humanitarian
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all peoplesin all countries, from all age
groups and for all societies. The global
Vision 2030 states that the role of youth
hasto betaken into account in all itsgoals
and targets. Young people are specifically
mentioned in four areas. Supporting,
educating, employing, and encour-
aging young people to play their role
in achieving peace. Moreover, address
youth as agents of change will ensure the
creation of aworld that matches the aspi-
rations of future generations.

Because all SD goals (SDGs) are crit-
ical for the development of young people,
enhancing their education and employment
was also emphasized in thelatest edition of
the World Youth Report askey to theinclu-
sive development of youth (https://www.
un.org/). Young people of al genders,
ethnicities represent a new mechanism in
linking humanitarian, development and
peace to achieve SD goals. Youth's partic-
ipation is essential for an effective and
principled humanitarian assistance. It is,
therefore, important to involve them in
decision-making processes at all levels of
administration, governance and human-
itarian service. It is also fundamental to
give them the opportunity to work as
volunteers in governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, such as the Red
Crescent and Red Cross Society. In order
to address emerging humanitarian and
development issues, we should prioritize
investing in the personal and professional
development of young people for current
and future leadership roles. As agents of
change, they have the potential to address
global humanitarian challengesrelevant to
their communities.

Activating the Role of L ocal and
National Associations
Thereisastrong and effective strategic
partnership between HA and voluntary,
relief, charity, and humanitarian associa-
tions in achieving combating all manifes-
tations of poverty, famine and the effects
of natural disastersin general. Since 2021,
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic have
revealed the importance of focusing on
the role of local associations in HA after
noting the inequality and disparity in the
structure of international aid, especialy
with regard to the roles played by inter-
national organizations (governmental and
non-governmental) vis-a&vis national and
local organizationsin recipient countries.
Working for theseassociationsareinflu-
entia individuals in the field of voluntary
work and the provision of humanitarian
services, including:

- Financial and economic services:
financia assistance to the needy
poor and needy in society.

- Socia services: socia centers for
young people and caring for poor
families.

- Residential  services: providing
adequate shelter for community
members.

- Qualifying training services:
providing specialized programsin the
field of training and rehabilitation.

- Medica and hedth services:
providing appropriate treatment to
those in need, and increasing health
awareness in the community.

- Educationa services: providing finan-
cial subsidies to those who are unable
to attend educational institutions.
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e “The Limits to Growth”, a monthly
report by Meadows et al, (Meadows,
et. a., 1972).

* Report on “Sustainable Develop-
ment of the Biosphere” (Clarck and
Mum 1986).

* Report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development: Our
Common Future, (WCED 1987).

* The internationa report on Nature
Conservation and Wildlife, (WCN/
VCN 1989).

« The United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development
(UNCED), aso known as the ‘Earth
Summit’, was held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, from 3-14 June 1992.

The Arab-Islamic world has witnessed

a breakthrough in SD programs since the
Arab Declaration on Environment and
Development issued by the Tunisia First
Ministeria Conference on Environmental
Considerations in Development, held
in October 1986, in addition to the Arab
Statement on Environment, Devel opment
and Future Prospects issued in Cairo in
1991 (Amin, 2008).

On this basis, and after the collapse
of the Soviet Union and the end of the
conflict, the first manifestations of interest
in SD appeared acrosstheworld, especially
after the failure of old development poli-
cies and the impact of the consequences
of the oil crisisin 1986, and the invasion
of the globalization of the economy, so it
was necessary for United Nations experts
to cal for the development of special
committees to follow up the distribution
of resources and their balance with popu-
lation growth, so each country considered

that appropriate steps should be taken for
the continuity of creating local wealth and
building a better future.

Mechanismsfor Linking HA,
Development, and Peace

During the last three years, the world
has witnessed a set of social and economic
changes that have affected the life of
humanity. These were the result of crises,
conflicts, and pandemics, especialy
the Covid-19, which killed thousands
of people causing social and economic
unrest. All these transformations have
prompted countries, governments, and
organizations, especialy in Africa and
Asia, to prepare strategic plans to advance
the economy and reduce the effects of the
pandemic, as well as to end conflicts, and
eliminate the famine and poverty.

HA has become one of the most prom-
inent solutions to end these inhuman
manifestations in the world. This study
focuses on analysing how HA, including
charitable work and humanitarian aid, can
contribute to SD and peace as well as to
the creation of decent standards of living
and well-being. This objective can only
be achieved with the interaction of HA,
development, and peace. These mecha
nisms can be summarized as follows:
Activating the Role of Youth in HA

Young people represent the largest
percentage in the societal pyramid
around the world. They constitute a vital
part of every society and they are at the
core of the United Nations Vision 2030.
This vision emphasizes that “no one will
be left behind in achieving development
goals’, and that these goals were set for
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- Itwasdefined as“astatein whichthe
world is free of wars and conflicts.”

- It was defined as “a state of secu-
rity and stability that prevails in the
world and alows development and
prosperity for all.”

- Peace was defined as “safety, pres-
ervation of dignity, and work for
the existence of common interests
that achieve civilization on the basis
of self-respect, respect for others,
adherence to justice, respect for
justice, and the provision of progress
for al human races and even cam
down with its existence al living
beings.”  (https.//political-encyclo-
pedia.org).

Sustainable Development

Theterm «SD» isdefined as“the devel-
opmentthat doesnot pollutethesurrounding
environment or deplete its resources, is
based on optimal human management of
natural resources, supports popular partic-
ipation in al stages of development, and
has equal right between al generations to
benefit from these resources, and does not
take place until the relationship between
successive generations is consolidated”
(Tariqg, 1995).

The Brundtland Commission defines
«SD» as “the development that meets the
needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs — has been enshrined in
documents approved at the highest political
level, but the commitment to SD has not
gone much beyond environmental authori-
ties’ (The Brundtland Report, 1987).

The concepts of SD have varied
according to the diversity of the require-

ments of societies, and these concepts are
known as the development theories, some
of which are:

- Economic theory: Focuses on
economic efficiency and rights to
materials.

- Environmental theory: Focusesonthe
operation of ecosystems and main-
taining environmental integration.

- Thetheory of justice and the ethical
attitudes that surround it: Focuses
on the distributive consequences
of policy aternatives, as the World
Commission on Development and
Environment in 1989 believes
that SD brings about a change in
the content of growth, so that it
becomes less material, uses energy
and is more equitable in its effects
(Mohammed, 2010).

- Educational theory: It is based
on achieving distinct educational
growth, so that the development of
generations and communication
between them is seen without inter-
ruption and does not conflict with
humanitarian principlesandreligious
orientation, for example: Musims
are required to integrate Ilamic law
into the educational system, as the
Islamic religion is valid for al times
and places and takes into account the
sustainability of human beings.

The emergence of the term « SD » was
the result of occasions and reports full of
field practices and a series of conferences
of global necessity, some of which are:

» United Nations Conference on the

Human Environment, 5-16 June
1972, Stockholm.
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Glorifies Him. And He is the All Mighty,
the All Wise» [Sura Al-Hashr, Verses:
23-24]; so it is mentioned in the sense of
the safety of Allah Almighty from imper-
fection, defect, and annihilation.

The term «peace» is mentioned in the
Holy Qur’an in the sense of good and
greetings, and this is mentioned in the
following verse: “He said: Salam-Peace
onyou, | will ask my RABB toforgiveyou.
Surely He is Most Gracious to me” [Sura
Maraym, Verse: 47]. The term «peace» in
the sense of good praise is aso mentioned
in several Quranic verses, one of whichis
the verse that includes: “ Salaam-Peace be
upon Musaand Haroon” [SuraAs-Saaffat,
Verse: 120]. On the other hand, the term
«peace» is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an
in the sense of safety and security, and this
Isclear intheversethat reads. “ It was Said:
O Nuh, come down disembark with Peace
from Us and blessings upon You, and on
the Nations from those with you. And the
Nationsdescendantsof them, Wewill grant
them pleasure and enjoyment for some
while, then from Us there will be a touch
of painful Punishment” [Sura Hud, Verse:
48]. Also, thefollowing verseincludesthe
same meaning: “ALLAH Said: Become
cold O Fire, and give Peace to |braham”
[SuraAl-Anbiya, Verse: 69]. «Peace» also
signifies appeasement and abandonment
of fighting, and thisisreflected inthe Holy
Qur’an in the verse that includes: “And if
they incline to peace then you also incline
toit, and put your Trust inALLAH. Surely
He is All Hearing, All Knowing” [Sura
Al-Anfal, Verse: 61].

As for the occurrence of the term
«peace» in the biography of the Prophet

Mohammed in several situations, we find
that Hislife - Peace be Upon Him- (PUH)
reflects many peace, security, and tran-
quility situations. The Prophet Mohammed
(PUH) does not like war, corruption, or
destruction, where He (PUH) said in the
year of theconquest of Mecca: “ Yes, hewho
enters the house of AbuSufyan is safe, and
he who closes his door is safe.” (Al-Nis-
aburi, 1955, Hadith: 1780). The dissemina-
tion of peace between people is a Sunnah
enacted by the Messenger of Allah (PUH),
where it was narrated by Abu Hurayrah
(may Allaah be pleased with him): The
Messenger of Allaah (PUH) said: “By the
One in whose Hand is my soul! You will
not enter Paradise until you believe, and
you will not (truly) believe until you love
one another. Shall | not tell you of some-
thing which, if you do it, you will love one
another? Spread the greetings of Salam
amongst yourselves’ (Muslim, Hadith no.
54). Also, it was narrated in the hadith of
Abdullah bin Amr - may Allah be pleased
with him-: A man asked the Messenger of
Allah (PUH): “What quality of Idam is
best?” He said: “To feed the poor and to
say the Salam to whomever one knows and
whomever one does not know” (Bukhari,
2002, Hadith no. 12).

On the other hand, the Political Ency-
clopedia included severa definitions of
the term «peace»:

- After the two World Wars peace was

defined as the “absence of war,” or
“the absence of violence or evil and
the advent of justice.” It was also
defined as “the outcome of the inter-
action between civil order and social
justice.”
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“saving lives, alleviating suffering and
maintaining human dignity during and
after man-made crises and disasters caused
by natural hazards, as well as to prevent
and strengthen preparedness for when
such dituations occur.”  (https://www.
un.org). The European Union defines HA
as “the emergency humanitarian aid that
covers intervention areas such as: food
and nutrition, shelter, healthcare, water
and sanitation, and education in emergen-
cies’ (https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/).

“HA is the world’'s most comprehen-
sive, authoritative and evidence-based
assessment of humanitarian needs. It is
based on detailed analysis of wide-ranging
data from many different sources, and
face-to-face interviews with hundreds of
thousands of people directly affected by
humanitarian crises across the globe. It
sets out detailed, prioritised, costed plans
for meeting the needs of affected people,
coordinated across the United Nations,
with contributions from governments, the
Red Cross and Red Crescent movement,
other international organisations, NGOs
and other relevant actors. It facilitates
principled, effective, rapid and coordi-
nated responses to humanitarian crises,
supporting prompt life-saving action
by humanitarian agencies generously
financed by governmental, private and
individual donors’ (The Globa Humani-
tarian Overview, 2018).
Development

The term «development» means “the
set of processesin which the efforts of citi-
zens and the government are combined to
improve the social, economic, and cultura
conditions of societies, and it is a general

and comprehensive goal of a dynamic
process that occurs in society and its
manifestations are reflected in that series
of structural and functional changes that
affect the components of society, and this
process depends on controlling the size
and quality of human resources available
to reach the highest exploitation and in the
shortest possible time, aiming to achieve
the desired economic and socia well-
being for the vast majority of members of
society” (Aisat, 2016).

Theterm «devel opment» al sorepresents
“the processes of socia change related to
socia structure and its functions, with the
aim of meeting the basic needs of individ-
uals and paying attention to their prob-
lems in various aspects of life, whether
economic, socia, or other, thus bringing
about radical and comprehensive changes
dueto the planned and organized efforts of
individuals and groups in order to achieve
aspecific goal” (Hassan, 1970).

Peace

The term «peace» is mentioned in the
Holy Qur’an with several meanings, some
of which is that the term «peace» reflects
one of the Beautiful Names of Allah, and
thisis clear in the following verse: “HE IS
ALLAH: There is no god except Him, the
Sovereign, Supreme in Purity, Perfect in
Authority and Source of Peace, Guardian of
Faith, Granter of Security, the Majestic and
Compeller, Superior in Greatness. Glorified
iISALLAH, Pureof al that they associate to
Him. HE IS ALLAH: The Creator, Origi-
nator and Evolver of Shapes, Designer and
Bestower of Forms and Appearances, To
Him belongs the Best and Most Beautiful
Names. All that isin Heavens and on Earth
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Problem of the Study

The problem of the study resides in
finding out mechanisms for linking HA,
development, and peace with each other,
and how this action could help to achieve
SD goas in accordance with the UN
Vision 2030. The following questions are
based on this problem:

1. How can we achieve development
priorities (health, education, and
food) in communities affected by
conflicts, crises, natural disas-
ters, and pandemics, including
COVID-19?

2. To what extent are the various
groups of civil society, organiza-
tions (international, regional, and
local) and associations involved
in  supporting comprehensive
development in  accordance
with HA?

3. What are the best mechanisms to
link development and peace in the
affected areas to create stability?

Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study can be

summarized as follows:

1. Tofind out the most important mech-
anismsfor linking HA, development,
and peace with each other.

2. To find out procedures for acti-
vating HA and realizing comprehen-
sive development priorities (health,
education, and food) for communi-
tiesin affected areaswithout discrim-
ination.

3. To ensure the transition from HA to
development, and finally to sustain-
able peace.

Previous Studies

Many previous studies have been
conducted on this topic, for example the
study by Ghadabint AbdurrahmanAl-Turif,
entitled: “The contribution of charitable
work programsto achieving SD,” in which
she studied the extent to which charitable
work contributes to achieving develop-
ment. These charitable contributions and
their developmental role are important for
addressing the current study. From Aisat
Al-Amri’s study entitled: “Obstacles to
social development in the loca commu-
nity and the contests of development act”,
we have learnt ways to address obstacles
to development. We have aso employed
severa field of studies contained in the
reports issued by international bodies and
organizations, from where we reviewed
the most important recent statistical figures
that affected HA both in Africa and Asia
and their their similaritiesin their quest for
development and peace.

M ethodology

This study relied on the descriptive
method that combines the requirements of
description and interpretation of data and
ideas that the author dealt with. The study
aso used the anaytica and inductive
method analyse the mechanisms applied
by The Triple Nexus “HA, development,
and peace” inits effort to achieve itsgoals
of SD by 2030.

Termsof the Study

Before proceeding with thewriting, itis
necessary to clarify afew terms:
Humanitarian Action

The United Nations defines HA as
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associations from all orientations, without marginalizing anyone. Solidarity will
be the basis for achieving the associative approach and thus SD by 2030. The
Triple Nexus (HA, development, and peace) aims to meet immediate humanitarian
needs by leveraging the comparative advantage of humanitarian, development,
and peace-fostering actors, as well as working on multiple time frames to achieve
collective outcomes. It also promotes joint action and partnership between three
groups of actors. Through this interdependence and interaction, SD goals can be
achieved by 2030.
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HumanitarianAction, Development, and
Peacein Africaand Asia

A Study on Interdependence Mechanisms
to Achieve Sustainable Devel opment by 2030

Dr.Cherif Gouaich  Algeria

| ntroduction

The issue of linking HA, development, and peace is one of the new topics that
countries, international bodies such as the United Nations, and various research
centers have worked on with the purpose of applying an interdependent approach
through the development of humanitarian plans in line with the requirements of
SD. This goal, a global demand, can be achieved through some mechanisms. HA,
which includes charitable, relief, development, and security, has become one of the
most important pillars for achieving SD and international peace, especially in light
of the Covid-19 pandemic, which continues to have catastrophic effects with an
unprecedented increase in poverty, unemployment, inflation, and recession rates in
the world, despite the recent recovery in some of the world’s economies.

The support to humanitarian initiatives undertaken by some countries with
the purpose to put an end to local and international conflicts, end the food crisis,
especially in Africa, and eliminate manifestations of unfair distribution of wealth,
could peace and development within communities. HA in accordance with the
United Nations Vision 2030 requires the development of a comprehensive plan that
considers the economic, social, cultural, and even environmental dimensions of
future generations. This plan represents a serious mechanism not only to sustain HA
and remove it from the circle of material support, but also to educate generations
that yearn for security and peace and who, through HA, can contribute to nation
building with the creation of an environment empty from all manifestations of
violence, extremism, and chaos.

The Triple Nexus “HA, development, and peace” can only be achieved by
involving all segments of society, including youth, women, and humanitarian

5 I
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Abstract

This study focuses on the most important
challenges of facing humanitarian action (HA) in
Africa and Asia. It also explores the similarities
of the two continents in their efforts to achieve
development and peace, especially in areas affected
by conflicts and crises. These challenges constitute
strategic goals that international organizations aspire
to achieve by 2030. Their main purpose is to create a
global humanitarian environment free from hotbeds
of conflict and exhorting civil society to interact with
humanitarian and emergency organization to achieve
sustainable development (SD) and peace. The author
found out that the problem of the study resides in the
possibility of linking HA, development, and peace
with each other. In order to solve this problem, he
went through some previous studies on the same topic
with the purpose of comparing them. In this study
he answered three main questions: 1) How can we
achieve development priorities? 2) To what extent
are the various groups of civil society, organizations
(international, regional, and local) and associations
involved in supporting comprehensive development?
3) What are the best mechanisms to create stability
in the affected areas? At the end this study proposes
some recommendations.

Keywords: Humanitarian Action, Sustainable
Development, Peace, Vision 2030.
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